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Strong to Save 
Jesus breaks the power of evil. 

…………………………………………………..……….LUKE 8: 26 – 39…………………………………………….………….. 
“They sailed to the region of the Gerasenes, which is across the lake from Galilee.  

27When Jesus stepped ashore, he was met by a demon-possessed man from the town.  For a 
long time this man had not worn clothes or lived in a house, but had lived in the tombs.  28When 
he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell at his feet, shouting at the top of his voice. ‘What do you 
want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, don’t torture me!’ 29For Jesus had 
commanded the evil spirit to come out of the man.  Many times it had seized him, and though 
he was chained hand and foot and kept under guard, he had broken his chains and had been 
driven by the demon into solitary places.  30Jesus asked him, ‘What is your name?’ ‘Legion,’ he 
replied, because many demons had gone into him.  31And they begged him repeatedly not to 
order them to go into the Abyss.  32A large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside.  The 
demons begged Jesus to let them go into them, and he gave them permission.  33When the 
demons came out of the man, they went into the pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep 
bank into the lake and was drowned.  34When those tending the pigs saw what had happened, 
they ran off and reported this in the town and countryside, 35and the people went out to see 
what had happened.  When they came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons 
had gone out, sitting at Jesus’ feet, dressed and in his right mind; and they were afraid.  
36Those who had seen it told the people how the demon-possessed man had been cured.  
37Then all the people of the region of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them, because they 
were overcome with fear.  So he got into the boat and left.  38The man from whom the demons 
had gone out begged to go with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39‘Return home and tell 
how much God has done for you.’  So the man went away and told all over town how much 
Jesus had done for him.” (https://www.bible.com/videos/25169-luke-8-26-39?collection=21) 
 Last week we followed Jesus and the disciples across the Sea of Galilee, which was one 
wild ride.  The Sea was whipped up into a frenzy and their ship looked sure to sink.  But the 
disciples wakened Jesus, who was sound asleep in the stern of the boat, and by speaking to the 
storm, he made the wind and the waves be still.   
 When they reached ‘the other side’ of the Lake, they had no chance to recover from their 
near brush with death.  Stepping out of the boat and onto the shore, they immediately met their 
next mission.  Or, rather, he came to meet them! 

They had landed on a rocky hillside on the opposite side of the Lake from Galilee, in the 
land of the Gentiles.  Stepping out of the boat, they looked up to see a wild man running toward 
them.  

He looked more like an animal than a man. He was dirty; he wore no clothes; his hair was 
unkempt and matted.  Broken chains and shackles dangled from his ankles and wrists. The man 
came shouting, ranting and raving.  He was a fearful sight.  He lunged at them; threatening.  
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I imagine the disciples didn’t know what to make of it.  I wonder if they hung back, staying 
close to the boat. But Jesus was calm. I imagine Jesus had been expecting him. He let the man 
approach him.   

Once the man recognized who Jesus was, he fell at Jesus’ feet.  His tone changed. He 
called Jesus by name, ‘Son of the Most High God.’  When Jesus recognized that the man was 
under control of an evil spirit, he began commanding the demon to ‘come out.’  Then the demon 
began begging Jesus, ‘Don’t torture me!’  It knew that it stood no chance against Jesus’ power. 

When Jesus asked the demon’s name, it responded with a shocking revelation.  There was 
not one demon afflicting the man, but a ‘Legion’ of them. A Roman legion is 6000 men.  It’s no 
wonder that the man was in such a miserable state. 

Knowing it would have to leave the man at Jesus’ command, the demons begged him to 
send them into the herd of pigs grazing nearby, instead of into the ‘Abyss.’  The ‘Abyss’ is the 
‘bottomless pit’ and ‘gloomy dungeon’ mentioned several times in the Book of Revelation and 
in 2nd Peter. (Revelation 20:1 – 3; 2 Peter 2:4).  It is the prison where God has confined some evil 
spirits until the Day of Judgment and where God will eventually send Satan and all unbelievers 
(Revelation 20:10 – 15)  Obviously, these demons were very afraid to be sent there.  They far 
preferred to stay in the world as long as they could, even if it meant inhabiting pigs. 
 For those of us fond of pigs, perhaps even raising some very gentle and sweet ones, it is 
hard to understand why Jesus would allow the pigs to suffer.  However, for the Jews, both the 
pigs and the graveyard where the man lived were symbols of spiritual defilement. 
 The story prompts so many questions on so many levels, but it is told in all three of the 
synoptic gospels, Mark, Luke and Matthew.  All three gospel writers describe the same exorcism 
immediately following the fierce storm while they crossed the sea. 
 Matthew’s version, however, has two demon-afflicted men instead of one.  Some scholars 
have explained that there could have been two men, but only one spoke.  Whether there were 
one or two demon-afflicted men is unknown.   
 The exact location of where this took place is also a mystery. Luke and Mark tell us that 
‘they sailed to the region of the Gerasenes.’  Matthew, however, calls the location, ‘the region 
of the Gadarenes.’ (Matthew 8:28) Different versions of the Bible call the place either 
‘Gerasenes’, ‘Gadarenes’, or ‘Gergasenes’.  All were part of the Greco-Roman region of the 
Decapolis.  
 Throughout the years, people have favored modern-day El-Koursi as the location of 
ancient Gergesa, because it has a ‘steep bank’ where the pigs could have run into the Sea.1  It is 
pretty fascinating that this area on the east side of the Sea of Galilee, the Golan Heights, is very 
much a political hot spot today.  
 The geography, while intriguing, is not the main thing. The important thing theologically 
is that ‘they (had) sailed to the other side of the Lake.’  Jesus and his disciples had left Jewish 
Galilee and had sailed to the Gentile, Pagan, side of the Lake.   

 
1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gergesa 
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Why did God send them there? It was unprecedented because God was intentionally 
reaching out to people who were not from Israel.  He was also reaching out to save those people 
who seemed ‘unsavable’ in a way that no one could have imagined. 
 Luke wants us to focus on the amazing thing God was doing in the life of this man.  He 
also wants us to see that God is giving everyone in that town the opportunity to meet His Son 
and to receive his grace.  Notice that the responses of the man and the townspeople couldn’t 
have been more different. 

While the man was incredibly grateful that Jesus liberated him from all those evil spirits, 
the people, especially those who had lost their pigs, were not so happy. They didn’t seem at all 
glad that the man was healed and in his right mind again.  Instead, they were ‘fearful’ of Jesus’ 
power and very angry at the financial loss Jesus had caused.   

They didn’t want anything to do with God, or Jesus, or his disciples. The townspeople 
demanded that Jesus and his disciples get back in their boat and leave them alone!  Notice that 
Jesus didn’t stay to reason with them; he just left.   
 I do wonder, however, what did become of that man.  Did he spread the news of God’s 
saving power, like Jesus had asked him to?  I would like to think that he did, and that it is not 
coincidence that there are ancient foundations of a church and monastery remain there on the 
shore today.  
 How does this passage speak God’s Word into our lives today?   

First, it is obvious that God purposely sent the disciples and Jesus across the Lake to meet 
this specific man. God planned this meeting.  God wanted this man to be freed from his torment, 
not just so Jesus could show how powerful he is against Satan, but also, God had a particular 
purpose for that specific man.   
 Second, the storm which almost sank the boat on their way to the opposite shore wasn’t 
at all a random accident of nature.  No, now knowing the mission they were on, it’s clear that 
Satan didn’t want Jesus to save the man of the Gerasenes. 
 Think of other divine appointments in the Bible.  There are so many.  The one that comes 
first to my mind is when Paul was on his second missionary journey through Asia. He was going 
strong, but God rerouted him.  Paul had thought that next he was going north into Bithynia, but 
the Holy Spirit told Paul in a vision that God wanted him to go to a ‘man of Macedonia’. 
 Getting to Macedonia was a lot harder for Paul and his companions than for Jesus and his 
disciples to sail across the Lake.  In the Book of Acts, Luke told how they crossed mountains and 
sailed across the Aegean Sea, island hopping, to reach Macedonia. But when they arrived, they 
found that their mission wasn’t to meet a particular ‘man’, but a whole group of people hungry 
for the Gospel. One of the first people they met was Lydia, a ‘dealer in purple cloth’, who 
became a powerful force starting a ministry in that region. (Acts 16:6 – 15) 
 Third, life is never dull with God, as we follow Him through the missions He orchestrates 
for His people. God continually leads us into divine appointments that are always purposeful, 
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never accidental.  The missions God plans for His people are always for the building up of His 
Kingdom, often through the most surprising people.  
 When watching the movie video of today’s Scripture, I couldn’t help but think of the 
people in our own neighborhoods find themselves trapped, in many ways, like the Gerasene 
man.  They are the people we avoid because they have been afflicted by the demons of addiction 
and violence.   
 For many reasons, people do still find themselves ‘unclothed and not living in houses.’  
On the way to our son’s house in Chicago, near Lake Michigan, there is an underpass where 
homeless people have created their own little neighborhood. It is such a distressing sight that 
most people try to steer clear.   
 While we may prescribe many things to help free people from whatever keeps them from 
living a full life, no remedy can substitute for the saving power of Jesus.  While psychology and 
medicines are a great blessing, and can be very useful, what our souls need most is Jesus. 
 Somehow we think that the conditions ancient people blamed on ‘demons’ would today 
be healed by medicine or psychotherapy.  Perhaps, but this story and the other demon 
exorcisms in the Bible should cause us to ask whether demons still exist today.  

Jesus did heal many people instantly by ordering their evil spirits to leave.  The apostles 
also caused demons to ‘flee’ at their command in Jesus’ name. (Acts 16:18) Demons certainly 
did not leave the earth when Jesus returned to Heaven. 
 While we must not be overly paranoid about them, we must be aware that Satan and his 
demons are still active in our world today.  Peter wrote, ‘Be self-controlled and alert.  Your 
enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.  Resist him, 
stand firm in the faith.’ (1 Peter 5: 8 – 9)    

Demons will use any tactic they can to assault us.  Paul reminds us in the Book of 
Ephesians that every day, all day, we need to ‘put on the full armor of God.’  (Ephesians 6:10 – 
18)   Demons excel at playing games with our minds; they will twist God’s truth to convince us 
that it is a lie. They will bring discouragement and despair. They will use any hurtful words or 
trauma to derail us. Satan’s mission is to do whatever it takes to keep us out of the Kingdom of 
God. 
 I hope that this man’s story of deliverance makes you realize that no one is too hopeless 
for Jesus to save. He can heal the wounds of our heart. He can transform the hardest life. 

When we pray in the strong name of Jesus, for others and for ourselves, and ask God to 
pour out his saving grace, we trust that He will.  Our Savior is stronger than any other power 
that threatens to destroy us.  

His name gives peace and fullness of life.   He is the only LORD.  He is the ‘Son of the Most 
High God.’  He will set free anyone who calls upon his Name.    He is Jesus, who alone is strong 
enough to rescue us and to make us new.   Amen.  


