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‘Spirit-Filled’ 
The Holy Spirit gives us power to live as Jesus’ disciples. 

Acts 2: 1 – 21 
“When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.  2Suddenly a sound like 
the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were 
sitting.  3They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each 
of them.  4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as 
the Spirit enabled them.  5Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every 
nation under heaven.  6When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, 
because each one heard them speaking in his own language. 7Utterly amazed, they asked: 
‘Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans?  8Then how is it that each of us hears them 
in his own native language?  9Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, 
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya 
near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11(both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs – 
we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!’ 12Amazed and perplexed, 
they asked one another, ‘What does this mean?’ 13Some, however, made fun of them and said, 
‘They have had too much wine.’ 14Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and 
addressed the crowd: ‘Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to 
you; listen carefully to what I say, 15These men are not drunk, as you suppose.  It’s only nine in 
the morning! 16No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 17’In the last days, God says, I 
will pour out my Spirit on all people.  Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men 
will see visions, your old men will dream dreams. 18Even on my servants, both men and 
women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy.  19I will show wonders 
in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood and fire and billows of smoke.  20The 
sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and 
glorious day of the Lord.  21And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’” 

They were waiting, just like Jesus had asked them to do.  Jesus had said, ‘Do not leave 
Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, … In a few days you will be baptized with 
the Holy Spirit.’ (Acts 1:4-5)   

So, being obedient, they huddled praying together in the house. There were one hundred-
twenty (120) of them, men and women, all no doubt, a little apprehensive about what would 
happen when God sent His gift from Heaven.  

The waiting must have been very hard.  The hours after Jesus’ ascension had turned into 
days. It had now been ten (10) long days since some of them had watched Jesus disappear up 
through the clouds into Heaven.  But the faithful disciples were still there in Jerusalem, … 
waiting. 

When the gift finally came there was no mistaking that this was the gift Jesus had 
promised.  The divine wind ripped through the windows and doors, filling the house and them 
with a rush.  And what a rush it was!  All of them were filled up with a power and a fiery passion 
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that they had never felt before.  God’s Spirit poured out into the room and saturated each 
person in it.  

They could actually see the ‘tongues of fire’ as they separated and settled on each 
person’s head. God’s spiritual fire filled up their souls. The Holy Spirit was upon them and in 
them, with a power that overflowed from them.   

All of the disciples rushed boldly out into the streets and began prophesying to the 
multitude of Jews gathered there for the Festival.  No longer fearing for their lives, they spoke 
to everyone, speaking in languages that they had never known.  To ‘prophesy’ means to speak 
what God has told you, and they did!  They were literally ‘on fire’ for the Lord. 

On that day, the Jewish Festival of Pentecost became something new.  ‘Pentecost’, called 
‘Shavuot’ (Sha-vu-ott) in Hebrew, is a feast day commanded by God in Leviticus (Leviticus 23: 9 
– 14). The word, ‘Shavuot’, means ‘weeks.’ God told Israel to bring an offering to Him seven (7) 
weeks after the barley crop was ready to harvest.  This day was called ‘Pentecost,’ because 
‘pente’ means ‘fifty’ in Greek and this was to happen of the ‘fiftieth’ day after the Festival of 
First Fruits. 

Since ancient times, Jews have attached another meaning to Shavuot. It marks the day 
that God gave His Law to Moses on Mt. Sinai and made a covenant with the people of Israel.  So, 
just think of the powerful significance of this particular day when seen from the perspective of 
Jesus’ life 
and mission.   

The timing of God’s gift poured out from Heaven on the 50th day after Jesus’ resurrection 
from the dead isn’t just coincidental. On this day set aside to thank God for the ingathering of 
the harvest, Jesus was gathering a harvest of humanity that would follow him into His Father’s 
house.  And, on the day that Jews give thanks to God for His Law and Covenant on Mt. Sinai, 
Christians give thanks to God for the New Covenant God has made with everyone who receives 
Jesus as their Lord and Savior.  

God had promised through the Prophet Jeremiah, that one day God would ‘make a new 
covenant with the people of Israel, ….’ He said, it would not be ‘like the covenant I made with 
their ancestors when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt… I will put my law in 
their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people… For I 
will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.’ (Jeremiah 31: 31 – 34) 
When Jesus shared the Passover feast with his disciples, what did he say when he blessed the 
cup?  He said, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.’ (Luke 
22: 20)    

For Christians, Pentecost has become a day to celebrate the gift of God that seals His Law, 
Word and His Spirit into the heart, soul and mind of everyone who belongs to Jesus. 

When the disciples rushed out of the house and into the streets, they began to shout the 
good news about Jesus to everyone. God transformed the hearts of three thousand (3000) 
people that day who became believers in Christ through their preaching (Acts 2:41).  Luke tells 
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us that after that, every day more and more people believed in Jesus and became his disciples 
(Acts 2: 47).  The Church of Jesus was born. 

While this is a really great story, I don’t want you to think that it ended 2000 years ago.  
The story of the Church and the Holy Spirit is still unfolding all around us.  I don’t know of anyone 
who has recently received God’s gift of the Holy Spirit by little flames on their head, but I do 
know that God still sends His Spirit down upon people in very powerful ways.   

God’s holy fire still fills the hearts of everyone who trusts in Jesus as his or her Lord and 
Savior.  By the presence of the Holy Spirit in us, we are convicted of God’s Truth, and we want 
above all else to live the way that God wants us to live.  Just like those first Christians, God makes 
us bold to stand courageously for Jesus. 

Talking about the Holy Spirit might be something new to you.  We Presbyterians are often 
not quite sure what to think about the third person of the Trinity.  First, the Holy Spirit is a 
person, not an ‘it.’  The Holy Spirit is a living being, who is more active in our lives than we can 
begin to imagine. 

We believe that the Holy Spirit is at work in our lives even before we have a conscious 
thought about God. He is, all during our lives, all the time, working to open our hearts and minds 
so that we can receive God’s truth. When we baptize our infants before they are able to know 
anything about God, we ask God, through His Holy Spirit to work in that child’s life so that they 
can know God’s abundant love for him or her and then live out that faith in their lives.  The Holy 
Spirit is still, whether we realize it or not, creating faith in hearts all across our world today.  

I thought I would take this ‘Holy Spirit’ Sunday to talk a little about 1) HOW WE RECEIVE 
THE GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT and 2) WHY GOD GIVES US THE GIFT OF HIS SPIRIT. 
1) HOW WE RECEIVE THE GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

While the Holy Spirit is at work all the time to draw us to God and to give us faith to 
believe in God and in Jesus His Son, the Holy Spirit comes to live IN us when we commit our 
hearts and lives to Jesus. 

Scripture tells us that when we are ‘joined’ to Christ, we become part of the Kingdom of 
God, which is called, ‘being saved.’   

After the disciples spilled out into the streets in Jerusalem, Peter stood up and spoke to 
the crowd about who Jesus was and why he came to earth.  The crowd was horrified and ‘cut to 
the heart’ to realize that they had allowed Jesus to be crucified and cried out to Peter, ‘What 
should we do?’  And Peter replied, ‘Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.’  
(Acts 2:37-38) 

That’s how we receive God’s Holy Spirit to live in us.  However, we can be baptized and 
still not understand what it means to receive Jesus’ forgiveness of sin with the true spirit of 
repentance. The power of God becomes real to us when we realize fully what Jesus has done 
for us to make us right with God.   
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One life at a time… This is how God acts in our world.  Sometimes, as during that first Pentecost 
in Jerusalem, whole cities are swept through and converted by God’s Holy Spirit. Billy Sunday 
and Billy Graham witnessed entire stadiums full of people receiving God’s Holy Spirit into their 
hearts. 
 Most of the time, however, God enters a human heart without fireworks and fanfare.  It 
can happen at the kitchen sink, or in the pew… anywhere, during private conversation between 
you and God.   

I think it is fair to say also, that people often come to God as a last resort, in recognition 
of their own inability to set things right.  Each of us has our own ‘epiphany’ that happens when 
we recognize that we truly do need God. 
2) WHY GOD HAS GIVEN US THIS GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

We don’t receive the gift of the Holy Spirit solely for our benefit, however.  God gives us 
this gift so that we can join Him in His Kingdom work.  Just like those first disciples who ran out 
into the street, bold and unafraid to witness to God’s grace to us in His Son, Jesus, that’s what 
the Holy Spirit helps us to do. 

Now I know that we’re not likely to leave here and go rushing out onto Main Street, 
shouting the Good News of Jesus.  But God does equip us to share Jesus with the world, 
wherever we are planted.  That means our family, our neighbors, our friends, our co-workers, 
and the people on our street.  God uses our lives so that we can be the church within the circles 
of our personal relationships. 

The Holy Spirit also helps us discern what to say and when to say it and how to say it.  
There are many times when God calls us to listen and love without speaking about Jesus and 
then there are other times when God asks us to be bold in telling others about Jesus.  The Holy 
Spirit guides us, but we need to pray and ask for His Counsel before opening our mouths. 

We believers possess an incredible gift from God in the Holy Spirit who reminds us who 
we are to God and gives us the courage and wisdom to tell others too. 
 We only need to think of the apostle Paul to be reminded of the great lengths God goes 
to in order to enlist people for His Kingdom work.  Before Saul became ‘Paul,’ he was a topnotch 
Jewish leader, who was totally devoted to destroying what he considered to be, a heretical 
religious group called Christians.  The Holy Spirit got his attention in a huge way by quite literally 
knocking him off his horse!  God, through His Holy Spirit, convinced Saul that he was wrong 
about Jesus and enlisted Saul’s determined personality to change him into Paul, the unstoppable 
Christian missionary.  Paul then spread the message about Jesus as far as God would let him. 
 The question you may be asking yourselves right now is ‘How do I know if the Holy Spirit 
is at work in me?’   

When a person is open to hearing God’s voice, the Spirit is able to shine light and 
understanding into their heart and mind.  When a person is convinced that God’s Truth is real, 
he or she is able to see clearly what God has given us in His Son Jesus. Jesus points us to God, 
cleanses us from our sin and gives us a status of ‘righteousness’ that opens the Kingdom to us. 



May 23, 2021 – Pentecost Sunday ‘Spirit – Filled’ Acts 2: 1 - 21 

Burgettstown Presbyterian Church                                 Rev. Cinda Isler                                                                                            5 
 

This realization and this confession which we make from the depths of our heart opens 
the doors of our soul and lets the Holy Spirit flood into our lives.  When this happens, we can’t 
help but know we are changed.  We trust God differently; we understand God’s Truth more 
clearly; and the most telling sign is that we want to live only as God wants us to live. 

I don’t want to paint a completely rosy picture of a trouble-free life for those filled with 
the Holy Spirit.  That is never promised.  But what is promised to us is that the Holy Spirit creates 
an eternal bond between ourselves and God and makes us trust that God will never leave us or 
forsake us.  We are assured that God’s Spirit will continually guide us and fill us with God’s own 
power to live in hope. 

It is natural for us to struggle with the ups and downs of life.  This past year living with the 
COVID virus has been an especially dark tunnel for so many people.  Many have begun to see 
the light at the end, but many people are still there, and we pray God’s healing for them. 

Through God’s Holy Spirit, we are able to trust that God will bring us through whatever 
hardship we are in. Like a GPS map system some of us have on our phones or in our cars, God’s 
Holy Spirit will guide us into God’s will for our lives. 

Of course, God’s Holy Spirit can only help us if we are willing to stay on the route God 
charts for us. Our job is to listen through prayer as we ask the Holy Spirit to direct us.  Waiting 
for God’s response can at times be very challenging, and take a lot of patience, but it is also very 
necessary.  

No matter where our lives lead, we will always be connected to God through His Holy 
Spirit.  God’s Spirit bolsters us when life is rough and helps us hold on to see the glory He has 
planned. We are always safe within His eternal care, no matter what suffering we experience.  

I hope that you are energized today by the quickening of God’s Holy Spirit within you, so 
that you can live abundantly by the amazing gift that God has sent to you from above. 

In the name of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit, through whom we 
live and move and have our very being. Amen.  
 

 


