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Who Do You Say That I Am? 

Jesus asks each of us to decide whether we will follow him. 
………………………………………………..……….Luke 9: 18 – 27……………………………………………….…………… 
“Once when Jesus was praying in private and his disciples were with him, he asked them,  ‘Who 
do the crowds say I am?’  19They replied, ‘Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still 
others, that one of the prophets of long ago has come back to life.’  20‘But what about you?’ 
he asked. ‘Who do you say I am?’  Peter answered, ‘The Christ of God.’  21Jesus strictly warned 
them not to tell this to anyone.  22And he said, ‘The Son of Man must suffer many things and 
be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and he must be killed and on 
the third day be raised to life.’  23Then he said to them all: ‘If anyone would come after me, he 
must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.  24For whoever wants to save his 
life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it.  25What good is it for a man to 
gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit his very self?’  28If anyone is ashamed of me and 
my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in his glory and in the glory 
of the Father and of the holy angels.  27I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will 
not taste death before they see the kingdom of God.’”…………………………….……………………………. 
 There comes a time in every person’s life when a choice has to be made.  It’s one way or 
the other.  There is no ‘middle of the road’ option available.  Billy Graham used to call this ‘The 
Hour of Decision.’1 
 Jesus’ disciples had arrived at that moment when he needed them to choose.  Jesus took 
them to a secluded place, far away from the crowds, up to Caesarea Philippi, north up the Jordan 
River Valley, near the foot of Mt. Hermon. (Matthew 16:13; Mark 8:27) 
 Jesus led them into the question gently.  He put the focus on other people first, by asking 
them, ‘Who do the crowds say I am?’  The crowds said pretty much the same kind of things we 
hear people say today.  They thought that Jesus was wise like a prophet and a man who had  
amazing powers. 
 Herod had been asking who Jesus was because if he was John the Baptist, whom he had 
just had killed, and he had come back to life, Herod was in big trouble.  This Herod, by the way, 
was not the same Herod who was king when Jesus was born.  That Herod was ‘Herod the Great’ 
and this Herod was his son, ‘Herod Antipas’ (AN-tee-pus).  Herod Antipas was never a true ‘king’ 
but was a ‘tetrarch,’2 a ruler over a fourth of the kingdom. 

Through the prophet Malachi, the Jewish people knew that Elijah would return to earth 
in advance of God’s Messiah, so it made sense to them that Jesus could very well be Elijah, back 
from the dead. (Malachi 4:5-6) 

 
1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hour_of_Decision 
2 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herod_Antipas 
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Who do people say Jesus is today? If you were to ask your neighbors or even some people 
in your family, who would they say Jesus is?  (let people answer) If you’ve ever had those kind 
of conversations, you know that it can get ‘testy’ pretty quickly. 
Even people who have been raised in a Christian family or church community are reluctant to 
claim that Jesus is the Son of God and the only Way to God. Most people will agree that Jesus 
was a historical figure, but that his claims of divinity were contrived  over the years. In general, 
most people now feel that Jesus represents one of many routes by which to reach God.   

Christmas and Easter celebrations have become secular holidays, with the focus on Santa 
and the Easter Bunny, sadly without any connection to Jesus’ own life.   

After hearing what others thought, Jesus’ question then turned personal.  He wanted to 
hear from them, ‘Who do you say I am?’  

I can imagine that at this point, the disciples were looking at their feet, maybe squirming 
a little, not wanting to say the wrong thing.  But Peter, who always seemed to speak up first, 
answered for the group and he got it right. 

He said, (you are) ‘The Christ of God.’  ‘Christ’ in Greek is ‘Christos’, meaning the ‘Anointed 
One’. Christos means the same thing that ‘Messiah’ means in Hebrew.  Peter was saying that he 
believed that Jesus was God’s long-awaited Messiah whom God had been promising to send for 
hundreds of years. 

If the disciples were to continue with Jesus on his journey, they needed to be sure that  
they realized 1) who he was and 2) that Jesus would not be the kind of Messiah they expected 
and that 3) following Jesus would not lead to earthly glory, but suffering. 

While all the Jews, including the apostles, thought that the Messiah would return Israel 
to her former glory.  They anticipated a dramatic overthrow of Roman oppressors and the return 
of respect for the God of Israel.  But Jesus warned them very specifically that the kind of 
deliverance God sent him to bring was not political, but spiritual. 

They probably couldn’t make sense of why he was saying that he would ‘be rejected’ by 
the Jewish leaders and then he would be killed. Why would God allow His Messiah to die?  And 
it definitely would have made no sense that ‘on the third day (he) would be raised to life.’  

They had come to the proverbial ‘Fork in the Road’.  Jesus told them there were only 
two choices; to continue with him or go a different direction without him.   

Before they made their choice, he wanted them to know that there would be great 
personal cost to follow him.  If they chose ‘his’ road, they would also need to take up God’s 
mission. They would need to focus on only doing God’s will, and for some, that might mean 
suffering to the point of death. 

To take the other ‘fork’ in the road; the choice that might seem at first to be ‘safer’, he 

warned, would eventually prove to lead to a dead end.  Jesus told them plainly that anyone 
choosing not to follow him into God’s Kingdom would, in the end, ‘forfeit his soul.’  He admitted 
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that while staying with him wouldn’t always be easy, it would lead to a glorious reward in God’s 
Kingdom. 

Now it’s our turn.  How will YOU answer Jesus?  Do you believe that he is who he said he 
is?  Is he ‘the Bread of life?’ ‘The Good Shepherd?’ ‘The Light of the World?’ The ‘True Vine’? 
Do you believe that he is the ‘Door to God?’ Is he ‘The Way, the Truth and the Life’?   

Before you answer too quickly, knowing what the ‘right’ answer should be, Jesus really 
wants to think about where your loyalty really lies.  ‘Even the demons know’ (Ephesians 2:10) 
that Jesus is all of these things, but Jesus asks us to declare which road we choose.  

How you answer will shape your life, your attitudes, your lifestyle, and most importantly, 
your eternal destination.   
At his evangelical rallies, Billy Graham used to tell the people who packed into the stadiums, 
‘Now is the time of decision; don’t put it off until tomorrow.’  And then he would say, “As the 
Bible tells us, ‘Now is the day of salvation.’ (2 Corinthians 6:2) ‘You don’t know what a day 
holds.’ (Proverbs 27)   We know the fragility of life very well, especially in light of the recent 
tragedy that happened suddenly in the early hours of the morning in Surfside, Florida. We may 
not have the time we thought we would have. 

Billy Graham would then announce, ‘Today you stand at the crossroads of your life.  You 
have the opportunity to step across that line that has been drawn by our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
Jesus is saying to you, ‘Repent of your sin and be converted.  Come to me.’3  

What road are you traveling today?  You may have been baptized in the church; you may 
have taken the vows of membership in the church. But those things do not guarantee that you 
on are on the same road as Jesus.   

Here’s a short test that Billy Graham used to help someone to know if they were a 
Christian and on the right track.  I think it is exactly spot on.    

A Christian is someone who has 1) Chosen to follow Jesus.  In Deuteronomy 30, Moses 
told the Israelites after they had fled from Pharoah’s Egypt: ‘I set before you life and prosperity, 
death and destruction…. Choose life, so that you and your children may live and that you may 
love the LORD your God, listen to His voice, and hold fast to Him.” (Deuteronomy 30:15, 19 - 
20)  Have you chosen to follow Jesus? 

A Christian is someone who has 2) become a new creation in Jesus.  He or she has been 
‘converted.’  They have asked Jesus to renew and transform their hearts and minds by the power 
of God’s Holy Spirit living in them.  By doing so, God has transferred them from the realm of 
Satan’s dark kingdom into His Kingdom of Light. (Romans 12:2) 

And third, a Christian is someone who has 3) Accepted Jesus’ challenge to ‘take up your 
cross daily.’  ‘Taking up your cross’ means every single day to consciously deny your own 
ambitions in order to completely follow God’s will for your life. 

Jesus doesn’t allow us to stay neutral.  We have to choose which fork in the road we will 
walk down.  There’s only two choices.  Jesus said, ‘For wide and broad is the road that leads to 

 
3 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MSkqX3A0pfo 



July 11, 2021 Jesus in Luke:  ‘Who Do You Say I Am?’  Luke 9: 18 - 20 

Burgettstown Presbyterian Church                                  Rev. Cinda Isler                                                                                           4 
 

destruction, and many enter through it.  But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads 
to life, and only a few find it.’ (Matthew 7:13) 

There are so many reasons why people don’t answer Jesus’ question about who he is right 
away.  They are too busy to stop and think about what they truly do believe.  They aren’t sure if 
they trust what the Bible has told us about Jesus to be true. They are also afraid of peer pressure 
and swimming against the culture.   

No one can remain neutral about Jesus.  Either you are with him or you’re not.  Someday 
Jesus will return to judge the world and all those who have turned away from his offer of 
salvation will be separated from him and from the presence of God, forever.  (Acts 17:30-31; 2 
Thessalonians 1: 7 – 9) 

Let’s just pause for a moment and pray.  If you’ve never given your life to Jesus by 
accepting his offer of salvation and put yourself under his Lordship, now is the time.  Don’t wait; 
this is your ‘Hour of Decision.’   
 
Let us pray: 
Jesus, I bring my heart to you.  I pray that you will set me on the right road, because I want to 
follow you.  I know it won’t be easy, but I want the joy of knowing that I will belong to you 
and the Father now and into eternity.  Jesus, I trust you to be my Shepherd, the Bread that 
feeds my life and the Light to guide me.  I trust in your Truth and know that connected to you, 
I am grafted into God’s Kingdom and that You will provide everything that I need.  Jesus, thank 
you for your grace and patience, and thank you for making a way to open Your Father’s home 
and heart to me, a sinner.  I know that you took the penalty for my sins upon yourself as you 
died on the cross. I know that you were raised to life and that you are now with the Father, 
interceding for me and for the world.  Please send the Holy Spirit into me and transform my 
mind, my soul, my heart and my life so that I love you and the Father first, every day, for the 
rest of my life.  I choose life with you, Jesus.  Thank you for your grace and love toward me, 
Amen. 
  
  
 

 


