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The Savior’s Heart 
The Kingdom of God is grace and healing. 

Luke 8: 40 – 56 (9:1 – 6) 
“Now when Jesus returned, a crowd welcomed him, for they were all expecting him.  41Then a 
man named Jairus, a ruler of the synagogue, came and fell at Jesus’ feet, pleading with him to 
come to his house 42because his only daughter, a girl of about twelve, was dying.  As Jesus was 
on his way, the crowds almost crushed him.  43And a woman was there who had been subject 
to bleeding for twelve years, but no one could heal her.   44She came up behind him and 
touched the edge of his cloak, and immediately her bleeding stopped.  45’Who touched me? 
Jesus asked.  When they all denied it, Peter said, ‘Master, the people are crowding and 
pressing against you.’  46But Jesus said, ‘Someone touched me; I know that power has gone 
out from me.’  47Then the woman, seeing that she could not go unnoticed, came trembling and 
fell at his feet.  In the presence of all the people, she told why she had touched him and how 
she had been instantly healed.  48Then he said to her, ‘Daughter, your faith has healed you.  
Go in peace.’ 49While Jesus was still speaking, someone came from the house of Jairus, the 
synagogue ruler. ‘Your daughter is dead,’ he said, ‘Don’t bother the teacher anymore.’  
50Hearing this, Jesus said to Jairus, ‘Don’t be afraid; just believe, and she will be healed.’ 
51When he arrived at the house of Jairus, he did not let anyone go in with him except Peter, 
John and James, and the child’s father and mother.  52Meanwhile, all the people were wailing 
and mourning for her. ‘Stop wailing,’ Jesus said, ‘She is not dead but asleep.’  53They laughed 
at him, knowing that she was dead.  54But he took her by the hand and said, ‘My child, get up!’ 
55Her spirit returned, and at once she stood up. Then Jesus told them to give her something to 
eat.  56Her parents were astonished, but he ordered them not to tell anyone what had 
happened.” “9:1When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them power and authority 
to drive out all demons and to cure diseases, 2and he sent them out to preach the kingdom of 
God and to heal the sick.  3He told them: ‘Take nothing for the journey – no staff, no bag, no 
bread, no money, no extra tunic.    4Whatever house you enter, stay there until you leave that 
town.  5If people do not welcome you, shake the dust off your feet when you leave their town, 
as a testimony against them.’  6So they set out and went from village to village, preaching the 
gospel and healing people everywhere. 
  I can’t imagine anyone who wouldn’t want to see Jesus if he came to town.  No wonder 
the people were waiting for him at the seashore, as he made his way back from healing the man 
afflicted by demons in the Gerasenes. 
 No doubt, we would also line up to have the chance to have Jesus heal us or our loved 
ones.  Maybe we, like the woman in today’s story, would hope to get just close enough to touch 
the edge of his robe. 
 We assume that Jesus and his disciples returned to Capernaum, because it had become 
the home base for Jesus’ ministry. It was where Peter lived and probably some of the other 
disciples also.  
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 Even though the crowds around Jesus were ‘almost crushing him’, the people parted so 
that the local dignitary from the synagogue, Jairus, could reach him.  Jairus was an important 
man, so for him to humble himself and show such public emotion to ‘fall at Jesus feet’ and 
‘plead’ with him, shows the desperate concern he had for his dying daughter.  At a time when 
many Jewish officials were trying to discredit Jesus, Jairus was being very bold to show publicly 
that he believed Jesus was who he said he was. 
 As Jesus was hurrying to Jairus’ little girl, he was interrupted.  A woman, someone also 
desperate for Jesus’ healing, secretly touched Jesus.  Now this woman not only had the terrible 
problem of ‘bleeding for twelve years’ but because of her condition, according to Jewish Law, 
she was religiously ‘unclean.’ 
 Being ‘unclean’ meant that she could not be around other people, because she would 
‘contaminate’ them if they touched her or anything she had touched.  She would have needed 
to live alone, and never go where she might come into contact with other people.  If anyone 
even sat down where she just been sitting, they would also be made ‘unclean.’  

She would not have been able to participate in the synagogue or in any other social 
activities.  She had suffered for a very long time in many, many ways.  The main reason she tried 
to stay unnoticed in the crowd around Jesus was that she wasn’t allowed to be there. 
 Even though the woman was a little ‘superstitious’ in thinking that Jesus would ‘magically’  
make her well just by touching him, her ‘small’ faith was enough. 
 Isn’t it interesting that Jesus stopped when the woman touched him? It’s surprising for at 
least two reasons. One, it seems like he should have been in too much of a hurry to reach Jairus’ 
daughter to take time to stop to ask ‘who touched me?’   And second, even if Jesus did ‘know 
that power had gone out from him’, why would Jesus insist on making the woman reveal her 
shame in public? On the surface, it doesn’t seem very sensitive of him, does it?   
 We have to believe that Jesus would have known who it was who touched him, and that 
it was for her benefit that he asked her to publicly show herself. The woman, realizing eventually 
that she couldn’t remain incognito, came ‘trembling’ to Jesus.  She must have been very 
frightened, not knowing what would happen to her when she confessed.  She might have even 
thought that Jesus would be upset, because her touch had now defiled him. 
 But that’s not what happened, was it?  No, Jesus applauded her faith.  Jesus wanted the 
woman and the crowd to know that it wasn’t ‘magic’ that had healed her, but that it was her 
faith in him that let her receive Jesus’ healing. 
 Her physical problem was healed ‘immediately’.  Jesus also redeemed her ‘uncleanness’, 
making her ‘clean’ again. The crowd would now know that she could participate in their 
synagogue and be part of life again.  The healing that Jesus brings extends beyond our physical 
bodies.  The ultimate healing in his salvation is peace with God and with one another.   
 No doubt there were many people in that crowd who wanted Jesus to heal them, and it’s  
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inevitable that other people in the crowd also ‘touched’ Jesus.  What was different about this 
woman, that her faith enabled her healing?  Luke doesn’t really tell us the answer, but we can 
see that her firm belief that he could heal her, was the kind of faith Jesus honored. 
 ‘While Jesus was still speaking’ to the woman, terrible news came to Jairus.  Can you 
imagine the emotions he was feeling?  Yes, I know some of you can.  Was he resentful that the 
woman kept Jesus from reaching his dying daughter?  Was he distraught that Jesus had healed 
the woman but not his daughter?  We don’t know.  We can only imagine how we would have 
reacted. 
 Jesus’ words must have seemed so strange to Jairus: ‘Don’t be afraid; just believe, and 
she will be healed.’  Jesus followed Jairus to his home. The mourners had already arrived; they 
were crying loudly and playing flutes as was customary. (Matthew 9:23)   
 When Jesus passed by the mourners outside the house, he said, ‘Stop wailing, … she is 
not dead but asleep.’  As you can imagine, they thought he was being ridiculous. They knew she 
was dead and they just ‘laughed at him.’  Inside the house, in the company of only the girl’s 
mother and father and three of his disciples, Peter, John and James, Jesus ‘took her by the hand’ 
and said, ‘My child, get up.’  As told by Mark, Jesus said to her in Aramaic, ‘Talitha Koum’, which 
means, ‘Little girl, I say to you, get up!’  (Mark 5:41)  

In today’s culture, ‘Talitha Koum’ has become a popular motto and even tattoo design 
among young women.  In 1851 an orphanage and school for Arab girls was founded in Jerusalem.  
It was named ‘Talitha Kumi’ after Mark’s gospel record of Jesus’ miracle. In the 1960s the school 
was moved to the West Bank, but this wall with its name still remains on King Charles Street in 
Jerusalem.1 (show slide) Today the school is co-ed (show slides) and is also a community college 
for underserved Christian and Muslim youth and is operated by the Evangelical Lutheran Church. 
The school’s name, Talitha Kumi, also describes their mission to help their students to ‘rise up’ 
with hope and optimism to face life with courage and self-confidence. 
 Jesus’ disciples had seen him raise people from the dead before, so they probably weren’t 
as amazed as her parents.  They might have been surprised, however, when Jesus told them all 
not to ‘tell anyone what had happened’.  Wouldn’t you think that Jesus would want those 
people who ‘laughed at him’ to know the truth?  Apparently, the time just wasn’t right for the 
public on this side of the Lake to know the full truth about who Jesus truly was. 
 We often think that the disciples spent all their time together.  But it is very likely that 
many of the apostles had their own homes and families in the area.  So Jesus called them 
together because the time had come for them to put into practice what they had learned while 
they were with him. 
 Luke recorded four miracles in a row that they had witnessed.  The calming of the Sea, 
the exorcising of demons, the healing of the bleeding woman and the raising of Jairus’ daughter.  
And now, Jesus gave them all the power and authority to do all of the things they had seen him 
do. 

 
1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talitha_Kumi_School 
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 Mark tells us that Jesus sent them out ‘two by two’. (Mark 6:7) Their mission was ‘to 
preach the Kingdom of God and to heal the sick.’  They were to rely totally on God for 
everything they needed.  They were not to take a ‘bag,’ ‘staff’, ‘bread’, ‘money,’ or ‘extra tunic.’ 
They were to be content with whatever hospitality was offered to them, not moving from home 
to home if they found better accommodations.  It seems that Jesus wanted to make sure people 
wouldn’t suspect dishonest motives, or for them to be mistaken for men who try to trick people 
into giving them money.   
 He told them to expect rejection of their message. They were to leave wherever they 
were not welcome, ‘shaking the dust off their feet’.  Even Herod, tetrarch (governor) of Judea, 
heard about the stir that Jesus and his disciples were causing. 
 While these stories are wonderful testimonies about Jesus’ power and authority, why did 
Luke include them? Remember Luke wanted Theophilus, and anyone else (like us) who read his 
letter to know with certainty that 1) Jesus was God’s promised Messiah (Isaiah 61); 2) that faith 
is necessary for salvation; and 3) The salvation Jesus offers is total: spiritual, physical, 
emotional and relational.   
1) Jesus was God’s promised Messiah. On that day when Jesus began his public ministry in his 
hometown synagogue in Nazareth, he read from the scroll of Isaiah.  ‘The Spirit of the Lord is 
on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.  He has sent me to 
proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight to the blind, to release the oppressed, 
and to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.’ (Isaiah 61:1 – 2) When Jesus finished reading, he 
shocked everyone by saying, ‘Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.’ (Luke 4: 18 – 21) 
 All of his miracles were proof that he was the Messiah the LORD had promised long ago 
that He would send. God promised that His Messiah would bring not only ‘salvation’, but 
‘everlasting joy’ and ‘comfort for all who mourn.’  In his healing, Jesus was demonstrating the 
Good News by acts of compassion for those who suffered from oppression of many kinds. 
 Jesus is both our compassionate shepherd and also our strong Savior who has power and 
authority over sickness and death. 
2) Faith is necessary for salvation. Notice that in this passage, Jesus commended the faith of 
both the woman and Jairus.  Making sure that no one thought he was some sort of magic charm 
that dispensed healing, he publicly declared that it was the woman’s faith that made her healing 
possible.   
 Jesus also told Jairus that he needed to ‘just believe’ and his daughter ‘will be healed.’ 
The kind of faith Jesus needed to heal was more than a wishful, self-serving kind of faith, but a 
faith that trusted that God knew what was needed and that he would meet their need.   
3) The salvation Jesus offers is total: spiritual, physical, emotional and relational.  People who 
want to treat Jesus like he is a genie in a bottle, useful only for granting wishes miss the true gift 
he offers us.   Jesus does have compassion on our suffering but realizes that if we settle for only 
physical healing, we won’t receive his total healing of body and soul that is forever. 
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 Jesus wants us to come to the place in our faith that we just want Jesus, regardless of 
whether or not he gives us what we ask.  It’s crucial that we want to belong to him because we 
are so grateful for all that he has done for us to bring us into the Kingdom of God.  Jesus wants 
us to have the deep faith that is able to trust him with every detail of our lives and to want what 
God wants. 

 Jesus’ peace restores our soul so that we can love each other the way that God and Jesus 
have shown love to us.  All of our relationships can be healed when we cooperate with the Spirit 
of God whom Jesus sends to live in us.  Jesus came to open the doors of God’s Kingdom to us by 
healing everything that keeps us from experiencing the presence of God in our lives right now. 
 We don’t know the reasons why some people are healed and other prayers seem 
unanswered.  But Jesus still asks us to have faith.  In every crisis, Jesus speaks to us with the 
same words he spoke to Jairus, ‘Don’t be afraid; just believe.’  The healing he brings may not 
be the kind we hoped for.  But we can trust that Jesus does know our greatest need, and that 
he will provide the healing that we need most, if we through faith, allow him. 
 There are so many things that God allows to happen that we can’t understand.  Of course, 
fresh on our minds is the condominium collapse in Miami Beach.  The scope of that tragedy is 
just too much to take in.  We may never know ‘why’ these things happen but we can focus on 
what we do know. 
 We can know we have a Savior who promises never to leaves us when we suffer. We 
know Jesus loves us so much that he suffered death for our sake.  We realize that he allowed 
himself to die so that he could make a way for us to live with him forever, where suffering is no 
more.  I’m sure that because Jesus’ heart is so tender for us that he weeps now, for Florida, and 
for everyone whose heart is broken. 
 If we can continue to trust that Jesus will help us in every time of need, and place our lives 
into his care, then we will have the faith we need to be blessed for eternity in his presence. 


