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Glimpse of Glory 
Knowing the true identity of Jesus strengthens our most difficult days 

Luke 9: 26 – 36 
“If anyone is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he 
comes in his glory and in the glory of the Father and of the holy angels. 27I tell you the truth, 
some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the kingdom of God. 28About 
eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and James with him and went up onto a 
mountain to pray.  29As he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes 
became as bright as a flash of lightening.  30Two men, Moses and Elijah, 31appeared in glorious 
splendor, talking with Jesus.  They spoke about his departure, which he was about to bring to 
fulfillment at Jerusalem.  32Peter and his companions were very sleepy, but when they became 
fully awake, they saw his glory and the two men standing with him. 33As the men were leaving 
Jesus, Peter said to him, ‘Master, it is good for us to be here.  Let us put up three shelters – one 
for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.’ (He did not know what he was saying.)  34While he 
was speaking, a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and they were afraid as they entered 
the cloud.  35A voice came from the cloud, saying, ‘This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen 
to him.’ 36When the voice had spoken, they found that Jesus was alone.  The disciples kept this 
to themselves and told no one at that time what they had seen.” 
 I don’t know if Jesus knew what was going to happen when he asked ‘Peter, John and 
James’ to join him ‘up on the mountain to pray’.  But I do know that those three men were 
given a gift, by a sight that left them speechless and forever sure that their Rabbi was truly God. 
 Earlier in this chapter, we read that Jesus had taken his disciples away to a private spot, 
in order to talk to them without interruption, about the hard things that were going to happen 
in the days ahead.  Mark told us that they went to a remote region northeast of the Sea of 
Galilee, near Caesarea Philippi. (Mark 8:27)  

There, Jesus had asked his disciples, ‘Who do the crowds say I am?’ and then he asked 
them a more personal question, ‘Who do you say I am?’   If you remember, the ‘crowds’ thought 
that Jesus might be Elijah, whom the prophet Malachi said would return just before God’s 
Messiah appeared.  Some people thought Jesus could be another great prophet like Moses.  
They weren’t exactly sure just who he was.  Remember, Herod was wondering the same thing.  
He was afraid that Jesus was John the Baptist, whom he had beheaded, returned to haunt him. 

 Then Jesus said to them, ‘Some who are standing here will not taste death before they 
see the kingdom of God.’  There are many theories of what exactly Jesus meant when he said 
this, but Luke clearly wants us to connect ‘seeing’ the ‘kingdom of God’ with Jesus revealing his 
divine glory to these three apostles. 

What exactly is the ‘kingdom of God?’  How do we ‘see’ it?  We might automatically think 
that the ‘kingdom of God’ can only be seen after we die, when we go to be with God, forever.  
While the kingdom of God is a place, it is far more than that.  The ‘Kingdom’ is anywhere that 
God reigns.  Like in your heart.  In your mind and soul.  In your home, in our church; in your 
workplace. God’s Kingdom is anywhere God is honored, and His will is followed. 
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 You enter into the Kingdom of God when your heart recognizes and embraces the true 
identity of Jesus and receive his gift of salvation for the forgiveness of your sin.  When you catch 
a glimpse of Jesus’ divinity and his love and his mercy toward you, and you turn toward Jesus to 
follow him, God’s ‘Kingdom’ is established ‘within you.’ (Luke 17:21) 
 Luke wrote, ‘About eight days after Jesus said this,’ Jesus treated ‘Peter, John and James’ 
to a life-changing experience. We don’t know exactly where this particular ‘mountain’ was, but 
for almost 2000 years, people have assumed that it took place at Mt. Tabor (show slide) near 
Nazareth on the lower west side of Lake Galilee. (show slide)  

A church was built there to commemorate Jesus’ transfiguration. (show slide) And there 
is a lovely mosaic mural in the front of the church depicting the event. (show slide) But scholars 
have recently reconsidered and now generally believe that Jesus and his disciples likely went to 
another ‘mountain’, possibly Mt. Hermon, which is nearer to Caesara Philippi, where Jesus and 
his disciples had most recently been. (show slide) 
 Far more important than the location of the Transfiguration, however, is what took place 
there.  There on the mountain, Jesus proved to Peter that he was correct in saying that he was 
‘the Christ of God.’  (Luke 9:20)  (show slide)   

God also confirmed Jesus’ identity through His voice in ‘the cloud’, saying ‘This is my Son, 
whom I have chosen.’  ‘Christ’, ‘Christos’ in Greek, means ‘the anointed, or chosen’ one.  When 
both Elijah and Moses appeared with Jesus, it was obvious that the ‘crowds’ were mistaken; 
Jesus was neither man.  Luke tells us that they had come from the presence of God to discuss 
important things with Jesus.  

Much like Moses gleamed after being with God on Mount Sinai, when he received the 
Ten Commandments, both Elijah and Moses were brilliant in ‘glorious splendor’.  Their glow 
was a reflection of the glory of God, whom they had just left.  However, Jesus’ brilliance was 
different from theirs, in that his wasn’t a reflection of God’s glory, but it was his own divinity 
bursting out from inside of him. 

They weren’t just three friends catching up, either.  Luke tells us that they were ‘talking’ 
with Jesus about how Jesus was bringing God’s promised kingdom to ‘fulfillment’ in his 
upcoming ‘departure.’  The word that Luke used for ‘departure’ means ‘exodus’ in Greek.  He 
was referring to Jesus’ death, which would soon occur in Jerusalem, and what this meant for 
God’s plan of salvation for the world. 
 Were Moses and Elijah there to encourage Jesus?  Certainly, Jesus already knew about his 
role in God’s plan.  Did they appear only for the benefit of the apostles so they could see the 
‘true’ Jesus?  It is likely that God wanted these men, who would carry on God’s Kingdom message 
after Jesus returned to Heaven, to have visual proof that Jesus truly was God’s Messiah.  Luke 
here compares Jesus’ ‘exodus’ with Moses leading Israel out of their ‘exodus’ from bondage in 
Egypt toward freedom in the ‘Promised Land’. 

We who follow Jesus, cross over from death into life, from ‘slavery to sin’ to freedom in 
Jesus, not just when we physically die, but when we accept God’s rule over our hearts and lives. 



July 25, 2021 Jesus in Luke: ‘Glimpse of Glory’ Luke 9: 26 - 36 

Burgettstown Presbyterian Church                              Rev. Cinda Isler                                                                                               3 

 I do wonder if the other apostles felt left out of that amazing, life-changing encounter 
there on the mountain.  Personally, I think I would be crushed to have missed it!  But God had 
His reasons, of course, for why He allowed those particular men to see Jesus in his glory.   

In the coming days, these three men would see their friend and Messiah rejected and 
killed by the leaders who should have embraced him.  They themselves would face terrible 
persecution and hardship because of their loyalty to Jesus’ mission. 
  Because Peter, John and James would need to be strong to carry the mission of the 
Kingdom forward, they would need to know, beyond all doubt, that Jesus truly was Son of God; 
and that he possessed the same divine glory as God. 
 Have you had your own ‘mountaintop’ reveal?  God speaks into our lives in the most 
unexpected moments.  Sometimes in a ‘still small voice’, in a flash, God lets us see a glimpse of 
who Jesus truly is. 

In those times when God is gracious to lift the veil over our hearts and minds to reveal His 
glory and truth in Jesus, our faith is forever transformed.  In ‘faith’ lingo, when we experience 
how real and how holy Jesus is, we have what is called, a ‘mountaintop experience.’ 
 God blesses us with His gift of revelation, and we know the Truth.  We know that Jesus is 
God.  We know that he was not just a nice man who cared about people and lived a good life, 
but he was and is God.  We know that he left heaven to give his life to open the only way into 
God’s Kingdom for us by his offer of salvation. 
 We know that Jesus is real, because God’s Holy Spirit has allowed us to comprehend and 
accept who Jesus is. Through God’s written and spoken Word, His grace-filled invitation to come 
to Him has reached our heart which finally understands, and we have said, ‘yes, I will be yours 
and follow you’. 
 That ‘mountaintop’ moment sets our faith on a firm foundation that will not falter, even 
in the toughest challenges we go through.  When our lives are overwhelmed and seem hopeless, 
we have a lifeline and an anchor to the source of hope.  When the diagnosis is grim or our life 
seems to be crumbling, we are confident that God holds us securely in His hand no matter the 
circumstances. 

Because we have recognized God’s glory in Jesus, we are confident that no matter what 
happens, we are safe in the care of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
 In his famous speech, the late Martin Luther King, Jr. attributed his strength of faith and 
certainty of purpose to his own ‘mountaintop’ experience with God.  Just 24 hours before he 
was assassinated, he gave an impromptu talk which was truly inspired.  In it he said, ‘We’ve got 
some difficult days ahead. But it really doesn’t matter with me now, because I’ve been to the 
mountaintop, and I don’t mind.  I just want to do God’s will, and He’s allowed me to go up to 
the mountain … I’m not worried about anything. I’m not fearing any man. Mine eyes have 
seen the glory of the coming of the Lord!’1 
 Dr. King was showing the kind of faith that comes from experiencing God’s sovereign 
purpose directing his life.  He knew that God would use him in whatever way would best bring 

 
1 https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/encyclopedia/ive-been-mountaintop 
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glory to God and His Kingdom.  He was able to face hard times and uncertain times because he 
had no doubt that God was directing his days. 
 This past week I read an article in Christianity Today that interviewed some of the girls 
who were kidnapped seven years ago in Nigeria by the terrorist group, Boko Haram.  The article 
was titled, ‘The Girls Who Would Not Bow.’2 
 Twenty girls told how their faith in Jesus made them resilient to stand strong against the 
torture they endured. They were able to have courage not to renounce their Christian faith.  One 
of the girls had hidden a Bible in her clothes when they were abducted, and they memorized 
Scripture verses of hope together.   
 They copied Scripture verses to hide where other girls could read them and take courage 
in God’s promises.  They would sing hymns together in whispers that reminded them of God’s 
strength and promise of victory.  They fasted and prayed together for spiritual strength. As they 
did, their courage grew to the point they were no longer afraid of their captors, even though 
they fully expected to be killed at any moment.  Two and a half years later, 103 of the girls were 
released from captivity. 
 How did they stay strong and unafraid?  Because they knew the promise of God in Jesus.  
They had, by faith, beheld his glory and they trusted fully in his plan for their lives. 
 Peter himself was able to withstand so much persecution because he had seen, firsthand, 
the power and glory of God manifested in Jesus.  He knew beyond doubt that everything Jesus 
had said about God and his promises, and His Kingdom were true.   Peter said, “We were 
eyewitnesses of his majesty… when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory… We 
ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with him on the sacred 
mountain… saying ‘This is my Son, whom I love, with him I am well-pleased.’”  
 Like Peter, we wish that we could hold on to our amazing ‘mountaintop’ moments.  He 
wanted to build each of them a shelter so they could stay enveloped in the cocoon of glory.  But 
there was important Kingdom work to be done. 
 I always feel sorry for Peter.  It was as if God was scolding him when He said, ‘This is my 
Son, … listen to him.’  Luke excuses Peter’s well intentions by saying that they were all tired, so 
Peter ‘did not know what he was saying.’  
 But I think that God was speaking to all of us, by pointing out that Jesus alone speaks for 
God.  As honorable as Moses was and Elijah was, and all the other ‘important’ and respectable 
voices around us may be, none of them is equal to Jesus, who is the only voice we need to follow. 
 In those times when God seems far away, we need to remember what we know from the 
‘mountaintop’ and focus all of our attention on the only One who matters.  Amen. 

 
2 ‘The Girls Who Wouldn’t Bow’, by Joel Parkinson and Drew Hinshaw, Christianity Today Magazine, July/August 20221, Volume 65, 
Number 5. 


