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Dangerously Clean 

Empty souls do not remain clean without the Holy Spirit 

………………………………………….………………Luke 11: 14 – 36…………………………………………………………. 

“Jesus was driving out a demon that was mute.  When the demon left, the man who had been 

mute spoke, and the crowd was amazed.  15But some of them said, ‘By Beelzebub, the prince 

of demons, he is driving out demons.’  16Others tested him by asking for a sign from heaven.  
17Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them: ‘Any kingdom divided against itself will be 

ruined, and a house divided against itself will fall.  18If Satan is divided against himself, how 

can his kingdom stand?  I say this because you claim that I drive out demons by Beelzebub.  
19Now if I drive out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your followers drive them out?  So then, 

they will be your judges.  20But if I drive out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of 

God has come to you.  21When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own house, his 

possessions are safe.  22But when someone stronger attacks and overpowers him, he takes 

away the armor in which the man trusted and divides up the spoils.  23He who is not with me 

is against me, and he who does not gather with me, scatters.  24When an evil spirit comes out 

of a man, it goes through arid places seeking rest and does not find it.  Then it says, ‘I will 

return to the house I left.’  25When it arrives, it finds the house swept clean and put in order.  
26Then it goes and takes seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live 

there.  And the final condition of that man is worse than the first.  27As Jesus was saying these 

things, a woman in the crowd called out, ‘Blessed is the mother who gave you birth and nursed 

you.’  26He replied, ‘Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it.’  29As the 

crowds increased, Jesus said, ‘This is a wicked generation.  It asks for a miraculous sign, but 

none will be given it except the sign of Jonah. 30For as Jonah was a sign to the Ninevites, so 

also will the Son of Man be to this generation.  31The Queen of the South will rise at the 

judgment with the men of this generation and condemn them; for she came from the ends of 

the earth to listen to Solomon’s wisdom, and now one greater than Solomon is here.  32The 

men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it; for they 

repented at the preaching of Jonah, and now one greater than Jonah is here. 33No one lights a 

lamp and puts it in a place where it will be hidden, or under a bowl.  Instead, he puts it on its 

stand, so that those who come in may see the light.  34Your eye is the lamp of your body.  When 

your eyes are good, your whose body also is full of light.  But when they are bad, your body 

also is full of darkness.  35See to it, then, that the light within you is not darkness.  36Therefore, 

if your whole body is full of light, and no part of it dark, it will be completely lighted, as when 

the light of a lamp shines on you.’” 

 When we began our study of Luke, I was excited for the opportunity to look closely at 

what Jesus did and taught.  So many times, in the teaching on Sunday mornings, we skip around 

the Bible, and we miss some of what Jesus wants us to know.   
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 So here today, we come to a particularly challenging set of verses, which make me wonder 

what we have waded into!  I was not all surprised to learn that this parable, which is in both 

Matthew and Luke, is not included in the recommended Sunday readings for the Revised 

Common Lectionary!  

 Our reading today begins with yet another person afflicted by a demon which caused this 

man to be mute.  He was not able to speak.  If you’ve been following along, counting the number 

of times Luke has already told us about Jesus and his disciples healing people from demons, 

you’ve likely lost track.  It happened many, many times. 

 It’s easy to assume that the symptoms that they, back then, thought were caused by 

demons, were really something that modern medicine can cure today.  But clearly, Jesus knew 

the difference.  Everyone who witnessed the healing knew it too.  When the evil presence was 

cast out, the result was immediate.  This particular man began speaking right away. 

 The religious leaders couldn’t deny Jesus’ power, so they did what they could to discredit 

him.  Afraid that Jesus would take away their authority, they accused Jesus of being in cahoots 

with the devil. The Greek name that they used, ‘Beelzubub,’ meant the same as ‘Satan’, (Say-

tawn) which is Hebrew for the ‘prince of demons,’ the chief adversary of God.  

 We’ve certainly heard the devil called similar names, which come from a combination of 

‘Baal’, which is what Canaanite fertility gods were called, and ‘Zebul’, which means ‘exalted 

dwelling.’1 

  In the Old Testament, King Ahaziah of Israel, was in big trouble with God for consulting a 

Canaanite ‘god’ named ‘Ba-al-Zebub’.  (2 Kings 2) The Philistines worshipped him as the ‘lord of 

the flies’, which must have meant he had power over plagues.  Interestingly, in archaeology digs 

of old Philistine cities, idols made in the image of gold flies have been uncovered.2 

 Jews later began calling this ‘god’, ‘Beelzeboul,’ which means in a derogatory way, ‘lord of 

dung.’  As in Old Testament days, and still today, ‘False’ gods are not harmless, but are instead 

evil in masquerade.  Be very careful, these names are still circulating in our time and must not 

be said in any variation in any oath or pledge. 

 Jesus immediately knew where their argument was heading, and he cut them off short.  

He told them that it made no sense that he would cast out demons if he was on ‘Beelzebub’s’ 

team.  Jesus uttered the famous phrase, ‘a house divided against itself will fall.’   

 What was not obvious to the religious leaders was clear to everyone else who witnessed 

Jesus’ miracles. Jesus was clearly on God’s team and was on a mission to defeat Satan.  He asked 

them, then, by what power did the Jews drive out demons?  By God’s power or by using evil?  

Jesus was asking them to apply the reasoning behind their accusations against him to their own 

followers.   

 
1 https://www.gotquestions.org/who-Beelzebub.html 
2 Ibid. 
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 Jesus’ power was clearly superior to the power he was casting out.  He proved himself to 

definitely be the ‘stronger man.’ 

 Jesus then told a parable about a man who was made clean after a demon left him.  The 

man’s life was certainly so much better, but the man’s ‘house’ which stands for his life, was left 

hollow because he did not fill up the new emptiness with God. 

 The demon decided to return to the man, because he was not protected, and he brought 

along seven (7) other spirits to fill up the void.  The man’s life went from bad, to better, and then 

in short time, to far worse.  The number ‘seven’ (7) represents a totality of evil, which set up 

residence in the man. 

 What does this complicated parable mean for us?  It’s popular for us to try to ‘clean up’ 

our lives without God’s help.  We decide that it’s time to ‘get into shape’ or get rid of some 

unhealthy habit.  By our own willpower we are able to make some improvements in ourselves 

and our life, can, for a while, appear better. 

 We may even ask Jesus to ‘forgive our sins’ so that we can ‘make a clean start’ in life.  All 

of that is great!  The trouble comes, however, when we don’t allow God into our lives to change 

us from the inside out and protect us while He is transforming us. 

 When we change only our actions but not our soul, we create a spiritual void in us that 

will not stay empty but will inevitably be filled with the wrong kind of influence.  You’ve heard 

the saying, ‘nature abhors a vacuum’?  A cleared patch of land won’t stay cleared.  Something 

always begins to grow there.  The devil loves an empty soul. 

 While we might think that we can remain ‘neutral’ about Jesus, and not fully commit our 

lives to him, but there is no ‘neutral’ setting for our soul.  We may think that we are ‘safe’ in God  

because we act respectably, but we are, instead, at grave risk.  Remaining ‘neutral’ isn’t 

spiritually possible. Jesus said in verse 23, ‘He who is not with me is against me.’ 

 In other words, if we don’t belong to Jesus, then who do we belong to?  While we may 

think we ‘belong to ourselves,’ we are in reality, living under the dominion of the Evil One.  We 

are, without realizing it, his ‘captives.’ The Bible tells us that until Jesus transfers us into the 

Kingdom of God, we are not part of it.  We are instead, by default, living in the realm of the 

‘prince of this world’. (John 12:31) 

 Paul understood this very clearly when he said, ‘For He (the Father) has rescued us from 

the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son He loves, in whom we 

have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.’ (Colossians 1:12) 

 Last Sunday we prayed a prayer to ask Jesus to make us children of God, so that we could 

call Him ‘our Father’.  Now today, we hear from Jesus that once he removes our sin, we need to 

fill up our newly clean soul with God’s Holy Spirit, so that it will stay renovated and protected 

against evil. 
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 God’s Holy Spirit is a gift that gives us the power of God to overcome the power of evil 

that wants to steal us away from God.  The Holy Spirit is not a once given gift, but must be 

nurtured, through prayer and ‘obeying’ the Word of God.  We need a continual infilling of God’s 

Holy Spirit.  There is no better guardian protection for our soul. 

 Those who were skeptical of Jesus asked for a ‘sign’ of proof, but they were blind to 

recognize the ‘lamp’ of God’s truth and grace who stood right in front of their eyes.  If the 

Ninevites recognized God’s truth in Jonah’s warning, and repented, then why couldn’t the 

doubters see God’s hand in Jesus’ miracles?  If  Queen Sheba, ‘of the South’, traveled ‘from the 

ends of the earth’ to hear about God from Solomon, then why couldn’t those who witnessed 

God’s power in Jesus first-hand, also hear and believe? 

 Isaiah had prophesied centuries earlier that God would send a Messiah who would ‘be a 

light to the Gentiles, … open eyes that are blind, … free captives from prison and … release 

from the dungeon those who sit in darkness’.  Israel had watched and waited for this Messiah 

to appear.   (Isaiah 42:6-7)   In Jesus, the Promised One had finally arrived.  

 Tragically, even though they personally experienced the ‘one greater than Jonah’ and the 

‘one greater than Solomon’, their spiritual eyes were blind to see the truth of who he was.   

 Eyes that are closed to see God’s truth are made blind by Satan’s deceptive lies.  Evil 

desires in our hearts also prevent God’s truth from reaching us. Paul said, ‘The god of this age 

has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the 

glory of Christ, who is the image of God.’  (2 Corinthians 4:4) 

 A person who is receptive to knowing God’s truth has eyes that are ‘good’, and a heart 

that is ‘soft.’  Hearts that are ‘hardened’ toward God cause spiritual blindness. 

 Jesus is the ‘lamp’ that God has placed on a lampstand for all the world to see the ‘light 

of truth’.  Those who have ‘opened’ eyes are able to take Jesus’ light into their soul and get rid 

of any darkness hiding there. 

 My grandmother used to have a needlepoint pillow that said, ‘Cleanliness is next to 

Godliness.’  She did keep a very clean house (!), but true ‘Godliness’ is a soul made clean by Jesus’ 

forgiveness of sin and kept continually filled with the Holy Spirit.   

 God sent Jesus to us so that we could have ‘abundant life’ through him.  Only when we 

see our true spiritual condition are we able to realize that we do need Jesus’ salvation and God’s 

forgiving grace to transfer us from darkness into His light.   Today, if you hear Jesus’ voice, inviting 

you to join him in God’s Kingdom, do not delay and let sin ‘harden your hearts’.3   

 Open your soul to the only light which brings true life.  Amen.  

  
 

 
3 Hebrews 3:15; Psalm 95 


