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‘Secure in the Storm’ 
Jesus calms the storms in our lives. 

………………………………………………………….Luke 8: 22 – 25…………………………………………………………. 
“One day Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Let’s go over to the other side of the lake.’ So they got 
into a boat and set out.  23As they sailed, he fell asleep.  A squall came down on the lake, so 
that the boat was being swamped, and they were in great danger.  24The disciples went and 
woke him, saying, ‘Master, Master, we’re going to drown!’ He got up and rebuked the wind 
and the raging waters; the storm subsided, and all was calm.  25’Where is your faith?’ he asked 
his disciples. In fear and amazement they asked one another, ‘Who is this?  He commands even 
the winds and the water, and they obey him.’ ………………………………………………………….…………… 
 I’m sure that all of us have certain things we never, ever, want to experience in our 
lifetime.  What happens in this story is one of my top three.  I never, ever, want to find myself 
on a ship out in the sea, far from land, during a storm. I can only imagine how terrifying it would 
be to have waves crashing down, filling the boat; and know that it was about to capsize and sink. 
 Here on the screen, is a painting by the famous Dutch artist, Rembrandt, called ‘Storm on 
the Sea of Galilee’1.  Through his interpretation of our Scripture reading today we can vividly 
imagine what it would have been like to have been there.  
 I imagine the disciples didn’t think twice about following Jesus into the boat to sail across 
the Lake.  After all, he was their ‘Master’. If anyone could keep them safe, it was him.  They had 
already seen Jesus do amazing things. They didn’t doubt that God was able to do powerful things 
through him. 
 They would have been especially confident because there were at least four expert 
fishermen also on board: Simon, Andrew, James, and John.  They were expert sailors who knew 
all about how to handle a ship, especially on this water, where they had fished all their lives.   

The trip across the Sea of Galilee, which is really an inland lake, usually only took a few 
hours.  They could even see across the Lake to where they were headed. It was only going to be 
a short trip, or so they expected. 
 It wasn’t uncommon for sudden storms to sweep down on the Lake.  The Sea of Galilee 
sits in a shallow crater surrounded by mountains on all sides. The mountains are separated by 
ravines that allow cold air to rush down and cause havoc with the waves on the little lake.   
 Even though the Sea of Galilee, also called, Lake Kinnereth, is only 8 miles wide and 13 
miles long, it can become very dangerous very suddenly, as happened here. 
 It seems that Luke, along with Matthew and Mark, tell this story because they hope it will 
cause us to ask some very important questions, such as:  ‘Why did Jesus want to cross the Lake?’  
‘How could Jesus sleep during such a horrible storm?’ and ‘Did Jesus knowingly lead his 
disciples into danger?’   
‘Why did Jesus want to cross the Lake?’   

 
1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Storm_on_the_Sea_of_Galilee 



June 13, 2021 Jesus in Luke: ‘Secure in the Storm’  Luke 8: 22 - 25 

Burgettstown Presbyterian Church                                 Rev. Cinda Isler                                                                                            2 
 

Maybe Jesus needed a break from the crowds and wanted the opportunity to rest.  He 
did fall right asleep once he got into the boat.  We don’t often think of Jesus sleeping, resting, 
but here we see proof that Jesus was truly human and that he did get tired. 

Evidentially some of the crowd following Jesus didn’t want him to leave, because Mark 
tells us that when he and his disciples set off across the Lake, ‘other boats followed them.’  

Maybe Jesus wanted to sail across to the ‘Gentile’ side of the Lake because he knew that  
God had an appointment waiting for him there. The next event in Luke’s gospel is Jesus healing 
the man from Gerasene of his demons.  It is clear that Jesus was intentionally taking his 
invitation to join the Kingdom of God to people outside of the nation of Israel.   

Whatever the reason, the disciples didn’t appear to hesitate when Jesus said, ‘Let’s go 
over to the other side of the lake.’ 
‘How could Jesus stay asleep during such a horrible storm?’  
Jesus seemed oblivious to the storm.  Mark tells us that he was ‘in the stern, sleeping on a 
cushion’, while the boat was rocking wildly, rain pelting down, with terrifying lightning and 
thunder.  (Mark 4: 38) 

Even if he was totally exhausted, the severity of the storm certainly would have wakened 
even the soundest sleeper. The only possible reason for Jesus’ calm can only be explained by his 
total trust in his Father’s will.   

Jesus was displaying, by example, David’s words in Psalm 4:8: ‘I will lie down and sleep in 
peace, for you alone O LORD, make me dwell in safety.’  -What a great verse for us to remember 
on our own sleepless nights! 
‘Did Jesus knowingly lead the disciples into danger?’   
 While the answer to this question can’t be fully known, we must say that Jesus, as the Son 
of God, would not have been surprised at the storm and the scary situation he and the disciples 
found themselves in. Jesus, after all, is God, and is all-knowing; omniscient.   
 Jesus knew that tests of faith come into every life, not only for his disciples, but for himself 
as well.  He knew that it is only through testing that we learn.  If life were always smooth sailing, 
we wouldn’t have the need to learn how to trust God. 
 What we can know about the trials in our lives is that God knows about them and permits 
them.  That’s so hard for us to imagine, isn’t it?  It doesn’t seem very ‘loving’ of God, does it? 
 Last week we studied Jesus’ parable about how faith grows in different kinds of hearts.  
Many times, people at first are enthusiastic about having faith in Jesus, but when trouble comes, 
they fall away from trusting him and God. 
 I imagine that some of us have the notion that once we belong to Jesus, God won’t allow 
anything bad to happen to us. Some of us probably think it very unfair of God to allow trouble 
to come into our lives, especially if we are trying very hard to be faithful to Him.  But, for reasons 
we don’t fully understand, it just isn’t so.  Jesus’ most faithful followers have traveled through 
many troubled waters.   
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Even the strongest Christians have mortal bodies that inevitably fail.  Our genetic 
dispositions flare up and expose our fragility.  Our souls, however, are another story.  Joined to 
Jesus, our souls are infused with a strength that trusts where others wilt from fear. 

When Rembrandt was painting this masterpiece, even though he was only 29 years old,  
he must have known that the main lesson of the storm was about learning to trust Jesus.   

Notice that the men in the lighter part of the painting are those who are not panicking in 
the storm.  They are not paralyzed by fear, but are focused, staying busy, doing what they can.  
Notice the men in the dark are afraid, staying huddled around Jesus.   

While I might have instead painted those staying close to Jesus ‘in the light’, because it is 
wise to stay close to Jesus in trouble, Rembrandt’s purpose must have been to commend those 
who showed confident faith by action. 
 If you look very carefully at this painting, you can count thirteen (13) men with Jesus.  
Who is the additional person with the twelve (12) disciples?  Rembrandt has painted himself 
into the scene; he is the one in blue, partially in the light and partially in the dark, holding on to 
his hat and to the rope, looking straight at us.  I had a very hard time finding the 13th person, 
but after searching a long time, I found him, cowering in the dark, head bowed, at Jesus’ feet. 
 I wonder, where would you put yourself in this picture?  I like to think that I would be 
passing out life jackets! Where would you be?  Petrified or peaceful?  
 We can know with certain trust that Jesus is always with us in whatever storms we go 
through. We trust that Jesus was also talking to us when he said, ‘Do not let your hearts be 
troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me.’ (John 14:1) ‘I am with you always, to the very end of 
the age.’ (Matthew 28:20) By faith, we can be calm, even in the worst of times, always. 
 Some scholars have wondered if the storm was brought on by demons trying to derail 
Jesus’ ministry by sinking all of them in the same boat at the same time.  We are not told that, 
explicitly, but the way that Jesus stood and ‘rebuked’ the storm does resemble the same way 
that he cast out demons. 

Jesus has warned us that Satan is always trying to deter us from trusting God.  It should 
never be a surprise when we experience his attacks, but we must always know that Jesus’ power 
is always far stronger than Satan’s. There is no comparison between the power of evil and God’s 
power.  Remember, Satan is a fallen angel. He, and any of his evil demons, must stand down 
when ‘rebuked’ by the power in Jesus’ name. When we pray the Lord’s Prayer every Sunday, we 
trust that God is fully able to ‘Deliver us from the evil one.’  

What can we learn from this story of the disciples caught in the storm at sea? 
1. Jesus, though fully human, is the Son of God. 
 When they heard Jesus speak to the ‘wind and raging waters’, and saw the sea and wind 
instantly grow calm, they were amazed and asked each other, ‘Who is this? He commands even 
the winds and the water, and they obey him.’ 
 Don’t you wonder, why were Jesus’ disciples surprised?  They had already watched him 
heal a leper, make a lame man walk and restore a withered hand.  They had seen him free people 
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from demons and bring dead people back to life.  Why were they surprised that he could also 
silence a storm? 
 I imagine they were shocked to realize that Jesus was more than a teacher and someone 
who could use the power of God to perform miracles.  By commanding nature, Jesus was 
showing himself to be equal to the only One who has authority over creation, God Himself. 
 In this episode, Jesus revealed both his humanity, in that he was tired and in need of a 
break from the crowd, but he also showed his divinity, because he had the ability to control the 
forces of nature. 
 They were in ‘fear and amazement’ because they had just realized that God, in the person 
of Jesus, was right there in the boat with them. 
2. God is with us in every storm. 
 When Joshua was ready to cross into the Promised Land, Moses spoke God’s pledge to 
him. He said, ‘Be strong and courageous, do not be terrified; the LORD your God is with you 
wherever you go.’    
 Even though God was speaking to Joshua, His words are also for us.  Over and over again 
in the Bible, God promises us that He is for us and that He loves us.  Even in the times when it  
seems like God is asleep and doesn’t care about what is happening to us, He is aware, He does 
care, and He is in total control. 

I do not understand why God lets some of us experience so much heartache and trouble.  
I do not understand why God allows some of us to bear what seems to be more than our share 
of suffering.  Some things we are not supposed to be able to understand this side of Heaven.  As 
God told Isaiah, ‘My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways.’ (Isaiah 
55:8)  

 The book of Job resonates with many of us, because we feel like his pain is our pain too.  
Our losses, like his, seem to piggyback, one upon the other.  While it is possible that some of 
our struggles are brought on by our own actions, there seems to be no reason ‘why’ other things 
happen.  
 While he doesn’t give us the answer we hope for, Paul explained that ‘suffering produces 
perseverance; perseverance (produces) character; and character (produces) hope.  And hope 
does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, 
whom He has given us.’ (Romans 5:3) 
 As strange as it seems, it is because God loves us that He allows us to go through rough 
times.  He wants us to practice turning to Him and learn how to trust Him always, especially 
when we feel like we are in danger of drowning.  
 Even though Jesus was disappointed in his disciples’ lack of faith, they did do one thing 
right.  They knew who to turn to when they didn’t know what else to do.  They woke Jesus up.  
They admitted that they needed him.  They asked him to help them in their need. 
 There is only one person who is able to calm all the storms in our lives.  His name is Jesus. 
Amen. 


