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What’s in Your Basket? 
Jesus multiplies the impossible.  

………………………………………………..…………Luke 9:10 – 17………………………………………………………….. 
“When the apostles returned, they reported to Jesus what they had done.  Then he took them 
with him and they withdrew by themselves to a town called Bethsaida, 11but the crowds 
learned about it and followed him.  He welcomed them and spoke to them about the kingdom 
of God and healed those who needed healing.  12Late in the afternoon the Twelve came to him 
and said, ‘Send the crowd away so they can go to the surrounding villages and countryside 
and find food and lodging, because we are in a remote place here.’ 13He replied, ‘You give 
them something to eat.’ They answered, ‘We have only five loaves of bread and two fish – 
unless we go and buy food for all this crowd.’  14(About five thousand men were there.) But he 
said to his disciples, ‘Have them sit down in groups of about fifty each.’  15The disciples did so, 
and everybody sat down.  16Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, 
he gave thanks and broke them.  Then he gave them to the disciples to set before the people.  
17They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces 
that were left over.”………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 If anyone deserved and little Rest and Relaxation, it was Jesus and his apostles.  They had 
just returned from an intense preaching and healing mission and needed time to recharge and 
regroup.  But just when they thought they had reached solitude, they looked back to see the 
crowds following them again. 
 Today we can only speculate on the exact location of Bethsaida, but it was seemingly near 
where the Jordan River empties into the northern part of the Sea of Galilee. (show slide) 
Matthew and Mark tell us that Jesus and his disciples took a boat, and they landed at a ‘remote’ 
place near the town.  

Evidentially, there were hundreds of people who followed them by foot. Jesus didn’t seem 
to be upset that the crowds had interrupted their peace.  Instead, ‘he welcomed them,’ and 
‘spoke to them about the kingdom of God’, and ‘healed those who needed healing.’  
 One of the great themes repeated in all four gospel accounts of this story is that Jesus 
‘had compassion’ on the crowds, ‘because they were like sheep without a shepherd’.  (Mark 6: 
34)   Even though he and his disciples needed a break, Jesus took the time to ‘teach them’ and 
to be concerned about their need for food. 
 John’s version of this miracle gives the most information.  John tells us that it was spring, 
and that the ‘Jewish Passover Feast was near.’  He tells us that they sat down on ‘a 
mountainside,’ and that ‘there was plenty of grass in that place.’ (John 6: 3-4, 10) 
 The disciples began to worry when it was getting late.  They realized that they would soon 
have a problem on their hands when it was dark and 5000 men, not counting the additional 
women and children who were also there, would have nothing to eat.  The only solution that 
made sense to them was to ‘send the crowd away.’  
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 But Jesus turned the problem back to them.  He said, ‘You give them something to eat.’   
They ran through their options and saw only obstacles.  They were far from any place where 
they could get food.  If they could buy food, the amount of food they needed would cost an 
enormous amount.  Philip estimated it would ‘cost eight months wages’ to buy just one bite of 
bread for each person. (John 6:7; Mark 6: 37) 

It seems that the disciples didn’t come prepared to provide their own dinner, let alone 
have anything to offer such a huge group of people.  The only food they had to share were ‘five 
small loaves and two small fish’, which John tells us were offered by a boy in the crowd. (John 
6:9)   

Whoever would have imagined that a boy and his lunch basket would have been part of 
such an amazing miracle? I can’t help but wonder if his mother, who very likely packed his lunch 
that morning, ever had any idea what an amazing thing was done with her little loaves and little 
fish.  

John also wants us to know that the bread was made from barley flour. (John 6:8) Some 
of you might know better than I, but I am told that bread made from barley would be coarse.  It 
was considered the bread of peasants who couldn’t afford a better grain.  At that time in Galilee, 
barley was the grain that people fed their animals. The boy who gave up his lunch probably 
didn’t have a lot to give. 

No doubt the apostles tried to convince Jesus that trying to provide a meal for so many 
people was futile, but it seems like it didn’t occur to them that Jesus would have a solution for 
what they thought was impossible.  We can relate, can’t we?  How many times do we put 
limitations on what God can do? 

Probably shaking their heads, preparing to be embarrassed, they did what Jesus asked 
them to do, and organized the people into groups of fifty. 

No one could have ever envisioned what Jesus would do next.  Raising the bread and fish 
before God, he blessed it, using the traditional Jewish blessing: “Baruch ata Adonai Eloheinu 
melech ha’olam hamotzi lechem min ha’aretz.” (“Blessed are you, Lord our God, ruler of the 
universe who brings forth bread from the earth.”)1 

Giving each disciple bread and fish, they fed all the people, not just with a little morsel, 
but ‘until they were satisfied.’  When the disciples gathered up the leftovers, they filled twelve 
baskets. 

Was the number ‘twelve’ important?  Yes. Jesus showed them that God always provides 
an abundance of blessing that is meant to be shared with the world.  Twelve baskets not only 
symbolized that Jesus is able to offer God’s grace to everyone from the twelve tribes of Israel, 
but that each one of his twelve apostles had a mission to continue to give Jesus’ grace to the 
world. 

 
1 https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/hamotzi-the-blessing-over-bread/ 
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Luke tells us this miracle story just after Herod was wondering who Jesus really was.  If 
his disciples were still wondering who he was too, Jesus just gave them a big clue.  Where else 
in the Bible is bread miraculously given?   

We just read about one of them in our Old Testament reading today.  During a famine, 
God directed the prophet, Elisha, to miraculously multiply twenty loaves of barley bread to feed 
100 men.  After all of the men had eaten, there were leftovers. (2 Kings 4:42) Was Jesus a 
prophet like Elisha? 

Of course, God also miraculously rained down bread from heaven every day to feed the 
Israelites while they wandered for forty years in the wilderness. (Exodus 16:4)  

In John’s gospel, after Jesus fed the 5000, he told the crowd who hoped to see more 
miracles that they should instead ask for the ‘true bread from heaven’ that ‘endures to eternal 
life.’   

This ‘bread of God,’ Jesus said, ‘is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the 
world.’  Then Jesus told them, ‘I am the bread of life.’ (John 6:35) ‘If anyone eats of this bread, 
he will live forever.  This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.’ (John 
6:51)  ‘Eating’ of Jesus’ body means to spiritually take Jesus into yourself, so that he lives in you 
and becomes Lord of your life and Savior of your soul. 

 By saying this, Jesus was publicly revealing that he was not merely a prophet, nor just an 
incredible miracle worker, but he was the Son of God whom God sent to us so that we could 
have eternal life through him. 

If Jesus was able to feed 5000 men and all of the other women and children with five 
loaves and two fish, just imagine what Jesus can do with gifts from the rest of us!  Surely Jesus 
could have turned all the stones there on the hillside into food for the people or caused ‘manna’ 
to rain down out of the sky, but he chose instead to multiply the food that a little boy had shared. 

The small gift that was shared was multiplied by the power of God in Jesus.  What can one 
person give to make a difference?  A lot.  

While there are many lessons to take away from the story of Jesus’ multiplication of the 
loaves and fishes, I hope that today you hear that Jesus is able to:   1) Transform impossible 
situations into miraculous ones and 2) God wants to do amazing things through the gifts we 
share. 

I wonder if I’ve ever told you the story about a little girl who started something amazing 
with only 57 cents.  A little girl named Hattie lived next door to the Grace Baptist Church.  One 
day, the pastor found Hattie and other little children outside the church; they could not get in 
because the Sunday School was too crowded.  
 The minister picked Hattie up and took her inside and found a little chair in a corner of 
the classroom for her to sit on. The minister mentioned that he hoped that someday they would 
have a larger church so that every child would have a place to learn about Jesus. 
 Soon after, little Hattie became ill and sadly, she died.  At her funeral, Hattie’s mother 
gave the pastor a little fabric bag with some coins in it. She said that Hattie had been saving this 
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money to help build a bigger Sunday School for children.  When the pastor opened the bag, he 
counted the money…. Hattie had saved 57 pennies. 
 The pastor told the Church what had happened, and he offered to sell the 57 pennies to 
them in exchange for a donation.  He raised $250.00 by ‘selling’ Hattie’s pennies.  Fifty – four of 
the pennies were returned to the Pastor, which he had framed and displayed in the church.  
 The Church Trustees founded an organization called the Wiatt Mite Society.  ‘Wiatt’ after 
Hattie’s last name, and ‘Mite’ after her small coins – as in the ‘widow’s mite.’  The Society 
purchased the house next to the Church to become the new Sunday School building with the 
money from the sale of Hattie’s pennies. 
  The Wiatt Mite Society then found a lot on which to build a larger church, as the new 
Sunday School was still overflowing. The only money that the Church had to use as a down 
payment was Hattie’s remaining 54 pennies which were framed on a wall in the church. When 
the owner of the lot heard the story behind the 54 pennies, he reduced the cost of the lot.  
Encouraged by what God had provided for them by using Hattie’s 57 cents, the Trustees built a 
new church. 
 But the story of Hattie’s 57 cents wasn’t over yet!  The new church that was built on the 
lot purchased with Hattie’s 54 returned pennies became Philadelphia’s Temple Baptist Church.  
(slide) The Sunday School house purchased with Hattie’s 57 pennies became a place where the 
pastor tutored workers in the evenings and became known as Temple College.  The College later 
became Philadelphia’s Temple University, (slide) which today has 40,000 students on nine 
campuses, including Temple University’s Medical Center. (slide) Hattie’s story was told in a 
sermon written by Hattie’s pastor, Rev. Russell H. Conwell, which can be read on Temple 
University’s website. 2 

Out of a little girl’s generous heart and through the work of the Holy Spirit, the ordinary 
was transformed into the extra-ordinary.   

All through the Bible we read about God making a way when there seemed to be no way 
out. When the Israelites were trapped at the edge of the Red Sea, and Pharaoh’s men rapidly 
closing in, God did the unthinkable.  He parted the Sea so that His people could escape.   

Paul reminds us in Ephesians 3:20 that God is ‘able to do immeasurably more than all we 
ask or imagine.’  When we turn to God, He will show us how the impossible becomes possible 
through Him. 

The kind of ‘life’ into which Jesus welcomes us is walking with God every minute of the 
day, fully expecting Him to provide, according to His will, whatever it is that we need.   

By trusting in Jesus, he becomes the power of God which lives in us, strengthening our 
faith and watching over us, nourishing us, heart and soul, with his ‘bread of life’.  Amen 

 

2 http://library.temple.edu/collections/scrc/hattie 
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