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Kingdom Harvest 
What we do with God’s Word is proof of our faith.  

………………………………..…………………………LUKE 8: 4 – 21…………….…………………………………………….. 
“While a large crowd was gathering and people were coming to Jesus from town after town, 
he told this parable: 5 ‘A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some 
fell along the path; it was trampled on, and the birds of the air ate it up.  6Some fell on rock, 
and when it came up, the plants withered because they had no moisture.  7Other seed fell 
among thorns, which grew up with it and choked the plants.  8Still other seed fell on good soil.  
It came up and yielded a crop, a hundred times more than was sown.’ When he said this, he 
called out, ‘He who has ears to hear, let him hear.’  9His disciples asked him what this parable 
meant.  10He said, ‘The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of God has been given to you, 
but to others I speak in parables, so that, ‘though seeing, they may not see; though hearing, 
they may not understand.’  11This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God.  
12Those along the path are the ones who hear, and the devil comes and takes away the word 
from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved.  13Those on the rock are the ones 
who receive the word with joy when they hear it, but they have no root.  They believe for a 
while, but in the time of testing they fall away.  14The seed that fell among thorns stands for 
those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by life’s worries, riches and 
pleasures, and they do not mature.  15But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble 
and good heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering, produce a crop.  16No one 
lights a lamp and hides it under a jar or puts it under a bed, instead, he puts it on a stand, so 
that those who come in can see the light.  17For there is nothing hidden that will not be 
disclosed, and nothing concealed that will not be known or brought out into the open.  
18Therefore consider carefully how you listen.  Whoever has will be given more; whoever does 
not have, even what he thinks he has will be taken from him.’ 19Now Jesus’ mother and 
brothers came to see him, but they were not able to get near him because of the crowd.  
20Someone told him, ‘Your mother and brothers are standing outside, wanting to see you.’ 
21He replied, ‘My mother and brothers are those who hear God’s word and put it into 
practice.’” 

It’s gardening season, and down at the local Home Depot, the parking lot is filled with 
rows and rows of stacked bags of dirt.  There are all kinds of dirt for sale.  Topsoil, Potting soil, 
Garden soil. Every bag promises a solution to improve every kind of soil: sandy, hard clay, acidic 
or alkaline.  All of them come loaded with a zillion nutrients to make sure that your garden won’t 
fail to grow. If only there was such an easy solution to growing faith in our hearts. 
 The large crowds that followed Jesus probably weren’t there to learn about how to plant 
seed.  No doubt most of the people were hoping to see a Jesus perform a few miracles or to 
hear him talk about the future glory of Israel.  Don’t you think people looked at each other, with 
quizzical looks, when he started to tell them a story about ‘dirt’ instead?  
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 Who is this Sower in Jesus’ story?  Some people think it could be Jesus himself, but Jesus 
doesn’t really say. But Jesus does tell us that the seed is ‘the word of God.’   

What is the ‘word’ of God?  Matthew calls it the ‘message about the kingdom’ (Matthew 
13: 19) In the beginning of his gospel, Luke assured Theophilus that he could trust that the 
‘servants of the word’ had told him the truth about God. (Luke 1:2)  So, it seems possible that 
the ‘Sower of the seed’ could represent anyone who invites others into God’s kingdom. 
 Here in the beginning of Chapter 8, we see that Jesus was continuing to travel ‘from one 
town and village to another’ on his main mission, which was to ‘proclaim the good news of the 
kingdom of God.’ (Mark 8:1)  This ‘good news’ which we call the ‘gospel’  is the ‘word’ of God.  

We have to wonder, don’t we, why Jesus chose this parable to tell this crowd?  As he 
looked at all of the people gathered around him, was he also looking into their hearts?  Probably.  

Obviously, Jesus knew that as he shared the secrets of God’s kingdom with them, some 
of them would hear him and understand. But he also would have known, sadly, that his ‘word’ 
would have little or no effect on the majority of others.   

By telling the story of the farmer and his seed, Jesus was inviting everyone to compare 
faith in their own hearts to the fate of the farmer’s seed.  We would be wise to examine our 
own hearts as well.  

The slide on the screen is an adaptation of Vincent van Gogh’s painting called ‘the Sower 
with Setting Sun’.1  This artist, however, has painted in the four types of soil that Jesus described 
in the parable. 

In the back, you can see the birds feasting on the seed that fell on the path. The seed that 
fell there was ‘trampled on’ and snatched away so that it would have no chance of sprouting.  
Jesus explained that the ‘birds of the air’ eating the seed represent the devil who prevents 
people from ‘believing and being saved.’  

In the middle of the painting, the seed has sprouted quickly on the rocks, but the plants 
will soon wither without the soil and water they need to grow deep roots.  Jesus knew that many 
people at first, receive God’s word ‘with joy’ and enthusiasm, but when trouble comes into their 
lives, they become disappointed or disillusioned with God and turn away from Him. 

In the close left corner of the painting, the seed is being consumed by thorny brambles.  
It started to grow, but the weeds choked it out.  Jesus also realized that people fail to grow 
strong in faith because God’s word gets squeezed out by other priorities in their lives.  

In the right foreground, the farmer’s seed has happily found the right soil in which to 
produce a bountiful crop.  This is, of course, is an allegory for the kind of heart Jesus wants us 
to have so we can receive and grow God’s word there. 

Jesus wants us to know that if we want to be part of God’s kingdom, then we must be 
serious about the condition of our hearts.  He described a fruitful heart as ‘noble and good’, 

 
1 https://www.wikiart.org/en/vincent-van-gogh/the-sower-sower-with-setting-sun-1888 
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able to ‘hear the word’ and ‘retain it’ and ‘produce a crop’ of faith by ‘persevering.’ In other 
words, growing strong, resilient faith doesn’t just ‘happen,’ it takes work.   

Last week Scott and I went to the local nursery and bought a lot of hanging baskets.  They 
were absolutely gorgeous.  (and happily, a week later, they still are!)  I could tell that the woman 
who was helping us was a little concerned for the welfare of the plants she was entrusting to 
our care. She obviously had invested great care to make them so beautiful.  

She looked at us and then looked at her flowers and she said, ‘You know, in order for them 
to stay this way all summer, you are going to have to feed them.’  I kind of nodded, not really 
paying attention, ‘uh huh.’ 

She paused said, ‘No, really, lots of people come back in July and tell me that their flowers 
just kind of petered out, and they don’t understand why.’  Then she made sure I was looking 
directly at her and explained that plants need nutrients just like we do.  ‘If they aren’t fed’, she 
said, ‘they can’t flower, and they just wilt away’. 

It makes sense, doesn’t it?  So, I left with a jar of plant food and I fully expect her to drive 
by to see how well I am taking care of her plants!  But her point goes so well with Jesus’ teaching 
in his parable today.  Growing strong faith takes intentional care and perseverance. 

In Jesus’ parable, the quality of the seed is not in question.  The farmer is confident that 
it will produce a good crop.  He sows it liberally.  It seems like he wants to give it a chance to 
grow even where the odds are not good. 

As Jesus looked into the hearts of the people who were listening, I imagine he was grieved 
for so many of them, knowing God’s saving truth would never sprout.  What do you think Jesus 
sees when he looks into our hearts? Weeds? Weather-beaten dirt? Hopefully some seed is 
growing there. 

Don’t you wonder why Jesus, if he was so concerned to share God’s truth, spoke about it 
in ‘parables’?  The disciples asked him the same question.  Jesus answered by quoting from the 
Old Testament. God had prophesied through Isaiah, that he would allow the people’s heart to 
‘become calloused’, if they became rebellious and disobedient to God. (Matthew 13: 15; Isaiah 
6:9).   

Jesus said that even though they ‘saw’ God at work in him and they ‘heard’ God’s truth 
through him, their hearts had hardened to the point that they were no longer able to receive it. 
The same thing still happens today.  

He spoke in ‘riddles’ so that they would need to take the time to understand their 
meaning.  Sadly, many people make no attempt to understand the meaning behind the Bible. 
That’s why Jesus said, ‘Be careful how you listen.’   

A heart that is allowed to grow fallow will eventually dry up.  Any faith that was there will 
die out.  What a sobering thought!  How sad!   
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The three mysterious sayings that follow this parable are truly difficult to understand.  I 
think they are better understood when read together with the parable and the next passage 
about Jesus’ mother and brothers. 

The last verse, v.21, is a good summary of what these sayings point to.  ‘Putting God’s 
word into practice’ is crucial.  Just like you wouldn’t light an oil lamp and put it ‘under a bed,’ 
God’s truth is made to be shared once it had been made known. 

Perhaps Jesus is saying that it is even dangerous to try to hide it.  Because putting an oil 
lamp under a bed would surely create a fire!   

I’ve always felt sorry for Mary, Jesus’ mother, when he refused to see her and his other 
brothers, after they had come to see him. But Jesus was trying to make it very clear who could 
be part of the kingdom of God.  He said, ‘Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?’ 
(Matthew 12:48) ‘My mother and brothers are those who hear God’s word and put it into 
practice.’  

Jesus’ biological brother James did later come to believe on God’s word. James became 
the leader of the church in Jerusalem, and he wrote in the book of the Bible we call ‘James’, 
‘humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you. Do not merely listen to the word 
and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.’ (James 1:21-22) 
 Friends, we are being warned about the consequences of not nurturing the seed of God’s 
word in our hearts.  Jesus plainly says that the people who are represented by the hardened 
path in the parable, will not be able ‘to believe and be saved’.  These people are indifferent and 
not interested in hearing from God.  

I read about a man who looked at van Gogh’s original ‘Sower’ painting (show slide) and 
realized that the setting sun represented the urgency for him to receive the faith that God 
wanted to plant in his heart before it was too late.   

It takes deliberate effort to cut away and dig up whatever threatens to destroy the faith 
God wants to grow in us.  I feel a little like the woman who sold us our flower baskets when I 
look you at you and say, faith will not grow unless you help it.  You have to take good care of 
God’s word in order for it to produce the kind of faith that will sustain your life and bring you 
into eternal life with God. 

If you learned children’s songs and memorized Bible verses when you were little, I hope 
that they are still there, safe in your heart.  But if you want your faith to grow beyond memories, 
you need to fertilize it often. 

Join a Bible study.  Read the Bible when you are alone.  Anything you don’t understand, 
find out what it means.  One great way to do that is to buy a ‘Study’ Bible that has little notes 
on the bottom of each page that explain what the verses mean.  If you don’t have one, I will give 
you one.  

Do this, and God will bless you and grow His fabulous, fruitful faith in you!  Amen. 
  


