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Loving Much 
Those whom Jesus restores are transformed by his love. 

………………………………………………………... Luke 7: 36 – 8:3…………………………………………………………… 
“Now one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, so he went to the Pharisee’s 
house and reclined at the table.  37When a woman who had lived a sinful life in that town 
learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, she brought an alabaster jar of 
perfume, 36and as she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with 
her tears.  Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them.  
39When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, ‘If this man were a 
prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is – that she is a 
sinner.’  40Jesus answered him, ‘Simon, I have something to tell you.’ ‘Tell me, teacher,’ he said.  
41’Two men owed money to a certain moneylender.   One owed him five hundred denari, and 
the other fifty.  42Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he canceled the debts of 
both.  Now which of them will love him more?’ 43Simon replied, ‘I suppose the one who had 
the bigger debt canceled.’ ‘You have judged correctly,’ Jesus said. 44Then he turned toward the 
woman and said to Simon, ‘Do you see this woman? I came into your house.  You did not give 
me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair.  
45You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing 
my feet. 46You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet.  47Therefore, 
I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven – for she loved much.  But he who has been 
forgiven little loves little.’  48Then Jesus said to her, ‘Your sins are forgiven.’  49The other guests 
began to say among themselves, ‘Who is this who even forgives sins?’  50Jesus said to the 
woman, ‘Your faith has saved you; go in peace.’  8’1After this, Jesus traveled about from one 
town and village to another, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God.  The Twelve 
were with him, 2and also some women who had been cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary 
(called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come out; 3Joanna the wife of Cuza, the 
manager of Herod’s household; Susanna; and many others.  These women were helping to 
support them out of their own means.”  
 No one remembered her slipping into the house.  She didn’t seem to notice or care that 
this was a private affair.  Knowing her reputation, the host certainly didn’t invite her in.  When 
she knelt at Jesus’ feet, the guests were speechless.  But there she was, exposing herself to their 
disapproving eyes, focused solely on an audience of one. 
 The remarkable thing is that Jesus didn’t seem to mind. In fact, most everything Jesus did 
was a puzzle to ‘religious’ people.  He wasn’t behaving the way they thought the Messiah would. 
He allowed things that were taboo, at times he seemed to encourage things that to them 
seemed ‘sinful.’   

This woman, however, only knew that Jesus had given her hope and dignity.  She had 
been transformed by his forgiveness and her life was forever changed.   
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She couldn’t help her tears; she certainly hadn’t planned them. They just spilled out.  Once 
they started, she didn’t notice the condemning stares. She just saw Jesus.  And he saw her.  Jesus 
commended her display of gratitude to the others around her. 
 Since our reading last Sunday, I’ve skipped ahead a few verses in Chapter 7, so I’ll 
summarize what’s happened in between. Jesus was doing some very peculiar things, at least in 
the eyes of the Jewish Leaders. On one occasion, reached out to help a non-Jew!  His concern 
for people who were not Jewish was puzzling to everyone. Even John the Baptist began to 
wonder if Jesus was really the Messiah.   
 Jesus was definitely not doing things ‘by the Book’.  First, at the beginning of Chapter 7, 
Jesus healed a Roman Centurion’s beloved servant (Luke 7: 1 – 10).  And then, in the town of 
Nain, Jesus raised a widow’s only son back to life, during a funeral procession! (Luke 7:11 – 17) 
Even though touching the son’s body would have made Jesus ‘unclean’ in the eyes of the law, 
Jesus did it anyway.  

I can’t imagine what it would have been like to watch the dead son rise up from the cot, 
but people might have been more shocked to see that Jesus showed compassion to people they 
thought he shouldn’t – particularly Gentiles and women.  
 John the Baptist, from his prison cell, even sent messengers to Jesus to ask him if he really 
was the Messiah John had hoped he was. (Luke 7:18 – 35) But Jesus was not acting according to 
the script he thought the Messiah would follow. 
 The Pharisee who invited Jesus to dinner also was suspicious. Some scholars think that 
because it was customary to invite all visiting rabbis to a dinner, that Simon felt obligated to 
include Jesus but Simon wasn’t happy about it.  
 Jesus probably felt the ‘cold shoulder’ when he entered Simon’s house.  He wasn’t 
welcomed in the way an honored guest usually was.  There was no offer of washing feet, no kiss 
upon entering the home; there was no oil offered for his head, as was customary. 
 I think we all know what that feels like to be an outsider, don’t we?  We know how 
awkward it feels when no one makes you feel welcome; it’s a miserable experience.  Whatever 
the reason, Jesus noticed that Simon the Pharisee didn’t go out of his way to be hospitable to 
him. 
 Who was the mysterious woman with the alabaster jar of perfume who crashed the 
party?  She’s probably not who you think she was.  When you read this passage carefully, you 
will see that she was not named.  We are only told that she ‘had lived a sinful life.’  Just what 
that means, we can only speculate.   

Of course, most people assume that she was a ‘woman of the night.’ But we can’t be sure. 
Peter called himself a ‘sinner’, using the same Greek word, ‘hamartolos,’ but we don’t 
automatically assume the same about his sin. Tax collectors were called ‘sinners’ because of 
their occupation and Gentiles were all called ‘sinners.’ 
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Some people also assume that she was the woman whom Jesus rescued from being 
stoned after being caught in adultery (John 8:1 – 11). But again, we cannot be sure.  Most people 
automatically think that her name was …….. Mary Magdalene.  But this is likely not correct. 
 According to the Bible, the woman we call ‘Mary Magdalene’ was a woman named ‘Mary,’ 
or in Aramaic, ‘Miryam’, from the town of ‘Magdala.’  She was, according to our reading today, 
and in other places in the Bible, a woman who ‘had seven demons come out’ of her.  She is no 
where identified as an adulteress or a ‘sinful’ woman.  We have no record in Scripture that Mary 
of Magdalene ever anointed Jesus with perfume from an alabaster jar. 

However, John does record that a ‘Mary’ poured perfume on Jesus’ head in the town of 
Bethany. (John 12: 1 - 6) He also states that this Mary was the sister of Martha and Lazarus. John 
said she ‘was the same one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair’ 
(John 11:2). This Mary is sometimes called ‘Mary of Bethany.’ 

Matthew and Mark also record a similar event, saying ‘a woman,’ anointed Jesus with 
expensive perfume. (Matthew 26: 6 – 13; Mark 14: 1 – 9) When this happened, the disciples, in 
particular Judas, who was in charge of the disciples’ money purse, were outraged that she 
wasted what could have been sold at a profit.  Jesus rebuked them, saying that she was right to 
anoint him for ‘his burial.’  

But was this the same incident as in Luke? It doesn’t seem likely because this particular 
event happened right before Jesus’ death, not at all the same time as in Luke’s gospel. This event 
did take place at the house of a man named ‘Simon,’ but he was ‘Simon the Leper’ (not ‘Simon 
the Pharisee’). She anointed Jesus on his head, not his feet.   

Over the years many people have assumed that the ‘Marys’ and the ‘Simons’ and the ‘sin’ 
are all one in the same.  Here are two paintings from respected artists, one from Philippe de 
Champaigne in the 1600s and one from James Tissot, in the very late 1800s. (show slides) We 
can see that even they confused the Marys in their titles. 

We cannot, from the evidence of Scripture, automatically assume they are the same.  
Poor Mary Magdalene has been mis-labeled for centuries!  I really hope that she has a sense of 
humor about it in Heaven.   
 Simon thought he was being clever when he caught Jesus being clueless about the 
woman’s reputation, but instead, it was Jesus who showed Simon that he was much more of a 
prophet than Simon realized.  Jesus read Simon’s thoughts! 
 Either 50 denari or 500 denari would be a debt that neither person could pay themselves. 
A ‘denari’ was equal to one day’s wage. I wonder if Simon realized that his answer applied to 
him and his own need for forgiveness?  The point Jesus was making to Simon is that ‘little’ sin 
and ‘big’ sin both carry a debt that no person can hope to repay on their own. 
 Simon thought he was secure in his standing with God.  He was so sure that he had 
become proud.  His pride made him judgmental and tragically blind to what Jesus was teaching 
about God.  
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When the woman entered the banquet, it seems like she stood for a while behind Jesus, 
before being overcome with emotion.  Was she embarrassed when her tears began to fall on 
his feet?  When her tears became too many, she unwrapped her hair to dry his feet.  For a 
woman to let her hair down in public was scandalous, forbidden; disgraceful.  Everyone there 
would have been horrified.  They would have expected Jesus to speak up; to tell her how sinfully 
she was behaving.  But he didn’t. 

Jesus showed us how we should welcome people into the Kingdom - with mercy and 
compassion, wanting to extend grace in God’s name.  God welcomes all people, especially ‘big’ 
sinners.  Looking at this painting (on the screen), where would you be? Would you be one of the 
pointing fingers?  Or would you be like the woman at his feet?   

Obviously, this woman had already heard Jesus’ message of forgiveness and something 
in her heart had responded to his offer of grace.  Whether it was by hearing Jesus speak, or 
through John’s baptism for sin, as some believe, it was obvious that the woman had already 
accepted Jesus’ forgiveness of her sin.  

Whatever the sin was, it’s hold on her life was broken.  She was new because Jesus had 
restored her to hope and she knew that God loved her.  Jesus could see that she had been 
‘reborn’, not only through the power of the Holy Spirit, but it was also evident by the way that 
she showed Jesus that she loved him for his mercy toward her.  Jesus pointed out to Simon that 
her attitude was the one that pleased God, saying, ‘She loved much.’ 
 This passage brings us back to the heart of the gospel message: Jesus came to offer us 
reconciliation with God through the forgiveness of our sin. He said to her, ‘Your faith has saved 
you; go in peace.’  Jesus gave the woman the priceless gift of peace with God and peace within 
herself. 
 Jesus is able to see past a person’s reputation and actions to celebrate their worth and 
value in God’s eyes.  That’s what we all need to do too.  We must continually ask God to tear 
down our judgmental hearts and save us from the sin of self-righteousness. We need to see 
everyone, regardless of what they have done, as someone God loves and wants to bring into His 
Kingdom.   
 So, how do we do that, people of God?  As we will find out in Jesus’ next parable, we do 
it by cooperating with what the Holy Spirit is growing in the hearts of people. That usually means 
we encourage instead of correct.  We show grace when we would prefer to be right.  We show 
hospitality even when it may not be appreciated. We forgive when we would rather hold a 
grudge.  We make it a priority to do whatever we can to help the work of God in a person’s life 
rather than hinder it. 

I can’t help but wonder what this woman did after Jesus spoke to her?  Do you think she 
joined the group of women who traveled with Jesus? I wonder what did she do with her 
transformed life?  Just like this woman, those who have received his forgiveness know it and 
then they show it.  They love others in the same way that God has shown love to them. All by 
God’s grace, Amen.   


