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‘Proclaiming the Lord’s Favor’ 
Everyone needs salvation 

………………………………………………………….Luke 4: 14 – 30……………………………………………………………                             
“Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the 
whole countryside.  15He was teaching in their synagogues, and everyone praised him. 16He 
went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the 
synagogue, as was his custom.  He stood up to read, 17and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 
handed to him.  Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: ‘The Spirit of the Lord is on 
me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor.  He has sent me to 
proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed 
free, 19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.’  20Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to 
the attendant and sat down.  The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him.  
21He began by saying to them, ‘Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.’ 22All spoke well 
of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips. ‘Isn’t this Joseph’s 
son?’ they asked. 23Jesus said to them, ‘Surely you will quote this proverb to me: ‘Physician, 
heal yourself!’ and you will tell me, ‘Do here in your hometown what we have heard that you 
did in Capernaum.’ 24’Truly I tell you, he continued, ‘no prophet is accepted in his hometown.  
25I assure you that there were many widows in Israel in Elijah’s time, when the sky was shut 
for three and a half years and there was a severe famine throughout the land.  26Yet Elijah was 
not sent to any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon.  27And there were 
many in Israel with leprosy in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them was cleansed 
– only Naaman the Syrian.’  28All of the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard 
this.  29They got up, drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which 
the town was built, in order to throw him off the cliff.  30But he walked right through the crowd 
and went on his way.”……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 After his time of tempting in the desert, Jesus went home to Nazareth.  Along the way, 
Jesus must have stopped in various towns and villages, taking time to be a guest in their 
synagogues.   
 News of the things Jesus was teaching and the miracles that Jesus must have been doing 
had caused quite a stir in Nazareth before he arrived there.  No doubt, those who had known 
him since he was a child could hardly believe the things they were hearing.  
 Luke mentions that Jesus ‘went into the synagogue as was his custom’ on the ‘Sabbath’.  
Why would Jesus, whose knowledge about God far exceeded what anyone could teach him 
during the services, take the time to listen and to worship with them? 
 As we think on this a little, we realize that Jesus went because he was honoring God’s 
command to ‘keep the Sabbath holy.’ Regardless of who was teaching that day, even if the 
teaching was mediocre, Jesus was faithful to worship God on the day that God had made 
specifically for that purpose.  
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 The synagogues in the towns didn’t have the same purpose as the Temple in Jerusalem.  
The Greek word, ‘synagoge,’ (sin-nah-go-gay) means ‘gathering’ or ‘meeting.’  The practice of 
gathering together in local communities for prayer, for reading and instruction from the Torah 
and the Prophets, began when Israel was in exile in Babylon, far away from the Temple.1  
Wherever there were at least ten (10) Jewish men, they were permitted to form a synagogue. 
 It appears that there were no trained ‘ministers’ in the synagogues, but the president of 
each synagogue would invite different people to read and to teach.  It was customary for guests 
to be invited to share.2 
 When a person read the passage they would stand, and then they would sit down to teach 
about the readings.  So, on that day, Jesus, who had just recently become something of a 
hometown celebrity, was invited to read.  He stood up and unrolled the scroll, which contained 
the writings of the prophet Isaiah which were close to seven hundred (700) years old. 
 Did Jesus purposely choose this particular scripture to read from or was it the planned 
reading?  We don’t know.  In any event, the passage would have been a well-known one.   
 Israel had been waiting for centuries for God to make the words Jesus was reading about, 
a reality. They were God’s promise to Israel that He would bring back the captives from their 
exile in Babylon and would favor them with His blessings. 
 In this passage, which we know as Isaiah 61, God promised to commission His 
representative to do five things on His behalf: 1) proclaim good news to the poor; 2) bring 
freedom for the prisoners; 3) proclaim recovery of sight for the blind; 4) set the oppressed free, 
and 5) to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.’   While these things were a long time in coming,  
all Jews in Jesus’ day would have longed for God to bring them. 
 At the end of the reading, all eyes were on Jesus.  Luke tells us that Jesus was ‘in the 
power of the Spirit,’ and I have to wonder, as Jesus was reading, could they tell that there was 
something different about the Jesus they used to know?  I wonder, could they visibly see the 
power of the Holy Spirit working in him?   
 What he said next, no one expected to hear.  After the reading he said, ‘Today this 
scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.’  Luke tells us that they marveled that ‘Joseph’s son’ could 
speak so ‘graciously.’  
 Jesus’ sermon was going pretty well up until that point.  They were all ‘speaking well’ of 
him.  Perhaps they were already thinking that their Nazareth would become famous.  Maybe 
they were planning to put up a sign at the city entrance that said, ‘Hometown of Jesus the 
Messiah.’ 
 But then, Jesus continued, because he realized that they had missed the point in the 
reading.  And that’s when the audience got all riled up.  It was as if Jesus could read their 
thoughts.  He knew that they were going to want some kind of sign to prove that he was, truly, 

 
1 Joseph A. Fitzmyer, S.J., The Gospel According to Luke I – IX, The Anchor Bible, (Doubleday & Company, Inc.: Garden City, New York, 
1981), 523. 
2 Leon Morris, Luke: Tyndale New Testament Commentaries, Vol. 3 (InterVarsity Press, Downers Grove, IL, 2008), 125. 
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God’s Messiah.  After all, to them, he had always been that boy they watched grow up, or maybe 
the boy they went to Sabbath school with.  Maybe he was even their cousin or brother. 
 Jesus decided not to indulge their request to perform a miracle to prove himself. He also 
knew that they were not going to take kindly to what he was about to say, and so he quoted a 
familiar proverb, which we still use today: ‘Physician, heal thyself.’  It was sarcastic then and it 
is still today, because it means to be careful not to accuse people without first looking at your 
own faults.  
 When he began to compare the congregation to the disobedient Jews in Elijah and Elisha’s 
time, they became pretty angry.  When Elijah and Elisha were prophets in Israel, God blessed 
some Gentiles, instead of His chosen people, the Jews.   The ‘widow in Zarephath’ and ‘Naaman 
the Syrian’, were given God’s blessing because the Jews were not being faithful to God. (1 Kings 
17: 7-16); 2 Kings 5: 1 – 27)     
 The men in the synagogue did not miss Jesus’ meaning this time.  They became a mob, 
intending to take Jesus, -Joseph’s son, their fellow Nazarene-, to the place in the city where they 
stoned sinners and heretics.  Mysteriously, and supernaturally, Jesus simply ‘walked right 
through the crowd and went on his way.’ 
 Truthfully, preachers do know the power of their words in a Sunday sermon.  We want to 
move people to action, but as a rule, we definitely do not try to incite that kind of reaction!  But 
sometimes the Word that God brings is so personally convicting that a powerful reaction is just 
what God intends. 
 What was Jesus trying to get them to see when he read that part of Isaiah?  He wanted 
them to understand that they themselves were in danger of missing out on God’s favor. 
 Most people recognize that the world is very broken, and welcome God’s favor to heal it. 
But what exactly is ‘good news for the poor?’ Who are the ‘prisoners’ and what kind of freedom 
does Jesus bring? Who are the ‘blind?’ Who are the ‘oppressed?’   People have interpreted 
Jesus’ Isaiah reading in so many different ways.   
 Some hear a call to political action, to reform governments and injustice.  Some hear a 
call to social action, to help those who are trapped in poverty. Some hear it as a call to spiritual 
action, for hearts and minds to be opened to receive God’s truth and salvation. 
 I think that returning to Isaiah’s original words will help us understand the meaning.  God 
promised a Savior who would bring ‘good news’ to the ‘anav’ (an-nawv). In Hebrew this word 
means those who are ‘humble,’ as in those who are spiritually meek and honor God.  Anav can 
also mean those who are physically poor. Remember Jesus’ words in the Beatitudes?  ‘Blessed 
are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.’ ‘Blessed are the meek, for they will 
inherit the earth.’ (Matthew 5: 3,5)   
 The physically poor are often the ones who are most likely to recognize that they are 
spiritually poor. Those who rely on their wealth to help them in life can also tragically lead them 
to assume that they don’t need God’s salvation. God offers His salvation to everyone, rich or 
poor, who is humble enough to realize that they do need a Savior.  
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   Isaiah promised that God’s Savior would come to free the ‘prisoners’ ‘trapped in 
darkness’ and to release the ‘oppressed’ who are ‘captives.’  The Savior would bring compassion 
and hope to those who are ‘brokenhearted.’ (Isaiah 61:1-2) 
 There are earthly powers that cause oppression because of greed and injustice.  There 
are also spiritual powers that trap people in sin.  Sin creates broken lives and a lot of heartache.  
Sin traps people in spiritual darkness.  The Evil One holds many people captive, most without 
their knowledge.  Their lives can become like a prison, dark, and without hope and meaning. 
 Jesus stopped his reading from Isaiah in mid-sentence and only read, ‘ to proclaim the 
year of the Lord’s favor. He left out ‘and the day of vengeance of our God.’  (Isaiah 61:2)    
 The ‘year of the LORD’S favor’ was known in Israel as the ‘Year of Jubilee.’ God had 
established that every fiftieth (50th) year all debts were to be forgiven, all slaves were to be 
freed, and all land was to be returned to the original owner.  It was to be a reminder that 
property isn’t a private possession, but that it all belongs to God. It was also meant to be a year 
of rest from work and planting, and a time to learn to trust in God’s provision for every need. 
 Why did Jesus stop short in the reading?  As Pastor John Piper describes it, he did it 
because Jesus’ salvation is a ‘two-part act’.3  The birth of Jesus was Act 1: the beginning of God’s 
‘Jubilee’ celebration.  Jesus brought God’s offer to cancel the debt of personal sin and to offer 
freedom for those trapped by the power of evil.   
 When Jesus returns to earth, in what we call ‘The Second Coming,’ it will be Act II. Jesus 
will come as God’s judge, bearing the ‘vengeance of God’.  We are living in the era of God’s 
grace and we are still able to receive God’s forgiveness and salvation through Jesus.   
 But it is urgent not to delay in approaching Jesus to receive the Lord’s favor, now, while 
the opportunity still exists.  Without warning Jesus will return to earth and the time of God’s 
favor will end.  The opportunity to receive His gracious salvation will be over. 
 Paul wrote a description in 2 Thessalonians of what will happen in Act 2, ‘the Lord Jesus 
will be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance upon 
those who do not know God and upon those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.’  (2 Thessalonians 1: 7-8) 
 The men in the synagogue in Nazareth did not want to hear that they were the ones who 
were in danger of forfeiting God’s favor.  They couldn’t imagine that God would favor Gentiles 
over themselves, God’s chosen people. 
 We too must open our hearts to receive the hard truth from God.  Regardless of our 
contributions to the church, regardless of our good name in the community, we all need to 
humble ourselves to receive God’s favor.  All of us must see ourselves as God sees us, spiritually 
impoverished and held captive in the dark prison of sin. 
 We all need the salvation that God sent Jesus to bring.  We need the truth of God to show 
us that we need forgiveness of our sin.  We need Jesus to heal our sin, and free us from its 
chains, so that we can be blessed by God’s favor, now and into eternity.  Amen. 

 
3 https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/christ-in-combat-defense-by-the-spirit 


