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‘The Greatest Need’ 
Jesus Heals Our Deepest Need 

…………………………………………………………..Luke 5: 12 – 26………………………………………………………….                       
“While Jesus was in one of the towns, a man came along who was covered with leprosy.  When 
he saw Jesus, he fell with his face to the ground and begged him, ‘Lord, if you are willing, you 
can make me clean.’ 13Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man.  ‘I am willing,’ he said.  
‘Be clean!’ and immediately the leprosy left him.  14Then Jesus ordered him, ‘Don’t tell anyone, 
but go, show yourself to the priest and offer the sacrifices that Moses commanded for your 
cleansing, as a testimony to them.’ 15Yet the news about him spread all the more, so that 
crowds of people came to hear him and to be healed of their sicknesses.  16But Jesus often 
withdrew to lonely places and prayed. 17One day as he was teaching, Pharisees and teachers 
of the law, who had come from every village of Galilee and from Judea and Jerusalem, were 
sitting there.  And the power of the Lord was present for him to heal the sick.  18Some men 
came carrying a paralytic on a mat and tried to take him into the house to lay him before 
Jesus.  19When they could not find a way to do this because of the crowd, they went up on the 
roof and lowered him on his mat through the tiles into the middle of the crowd, right in front 
of Jesus.  20When Jesus saw their faith, he said, ‘Friend, your sins are forgiven.’ 21The Pharisees 
and the teachers of the law began thinking to themselves, ‘Who can forgive sins but God 
alone?’ 22Jesus knew what they were thinking and asked, ‘Why are you thinking these things 
in your hearts?  Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk?’ 
24But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins…’ He said 
to the paralyzed man, ‘I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.’ 25Immediately he stood 
up in front of them, took what he had been lying on and went home praising God.  26Everyone 
was amazed and gave praise to God.  They were filled with awe and said, ‘We have seen 
remarkable things today.’”……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 I think it is easy to put ourselves in the place of either the leper or the paralyzed man.  We 
can imagine how desperately they wanted to be made well.  Their physical afflictions made their 
lives unbearable. Both Luke and Mark join these healing stories together early in Jesus’ 
ministry to point out his great power to heal both body and soul in a way that only God can do. 
 We are not told how ‘leprous’ the man was who approached Jesus that day.  We don’t 
know if the man’s disease was very noticeable or how far advanced it was.  In those times 
leprosy was diagnosed by the religious leaders and their prescription was isolation.   

We do know that he should not have been anywhere near Jesus, because lepers were 
forbidden to come close to any other human being.  They were banished to live outside of the 
city limits where they could live only with other lepers. 

Sometimes various skin diseases were lumped together and called ‘leprosy,’ but the 
Jewish laws stigmatized them all.  The person was called ‘unclean.’  The laws God gave to Moses 
were very specific in describing what made some thing, or some person, ‘unclean.’ Reading 
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through all these laws, mostly in the book of Leviticus in the Bible, usually results in a huge 
headache.  Just imagine how hard it would have been to live by all those laws! 

God had given very clear instructions on what was allowed in Israel and what was not. 
Another word for ‘unclean’ would be ‘unholy.’  It’s usually very surprising when we realize how 
serious God was about keeping Himself uncontaminated from ‘unclean’ things.  

God told Israel what they could and couldn’t eat and what they could and couldn’t wear 
and the particular details of exactly how they needed to worship Him.  While the idea of keeping 
the ‘clean’ things separated from the ‘unclean,’ sounds so strange to us, it was and is a serious 
thing to God. God guarded and still protects His holiness with a fervency that continues to 
surprise us.  God is so much more ‘holy’ than we realize, and we fail to comprehend that 
anything ‘unholy’ or ‘unclean’ cannot be part of Him. 

The reason why the lepers were not allowed near other Jews is also a surprise.  It wasn’t 
the worry of spreading their disease, it was the fear that their ‘uncleanness’ would make other 
people ‘unclean.’1 The afflicted people not only suffered from the debilitating and deadly effects 
of their condition, but they also suffered by being shut away from the basics of life: their home, 
their work, adequate shelter and food, and the comfort of family and friends.  They would have 
felt cut off, even from God.  They had to wear coverings over their mouth, which is something 
we can relate to right now!  Whenever anyone came near them, they had to shout out, ‘Unclean, 
Unclean.’ (Leviticus 13: 43-46) 

It’s easy to understand, then, what the man meant when he threw himself at Jesus’ mercy 
and asked to be made, ‘clean.’ All of this should rightly trouble us.  Anyone with an ounce of 
compassion cringes at the idea of someone being shunned and made to suffer in such a horrific 
way.  I understand that leprosy is still found in some parts of the world and even in parts of the 
United States.  The World Health Organization (WHO) reported more than two hundred 
thousand (200,000) cases of leprosy in 2019.  Fifteen thousand (15,000) of those were children.  
Two to three million people today continue to live disabled by the effects of leprosy.2 

Leprosy is now called ‘Hansen’s Disease,’ and is known to be caused by bacteria that 
invades the body and causes nerve damage, disfigurement and blindness. Fortunately, it is 
curable with antibiotics, but the sad thing is that people still suffer and are stigmatized because 
they do not have access to the medical care they need.  

This story of the leper and the disastrous way his relationship with God and with God’s 
people was affected causes me to ask so many ‘why’ questions. Aren’t God’s rules about 
separating ‘unclean’ from ‘clean’ troubling? They are. 

Afterall, none of us are perfect and holy like God.  We are all, in some way, ‘unclean.’ 
What are we supposed to do with these rules and rituals from the Old Testament? Do we still 
need to be worried about being ‘clean’ and staying ‘clean’ today? 

 
1 New Geneva Study Bible, General Editor R.C. Sproul (Thomas Nelson, Inc: 1995), footnote p. 165 
2 https://www.cdc.gov/leprosy/world-leprosy-day/index.html  
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Gratefully, our answer is found in what Jesus did for the leper.  Jesus touched him.  Jesus 
wasn’t afraid of making himself ‘unclean’ by touching the man.  In Jesus’ touch there was so 
much compassion and hope and grace and mercy.  Thankfully, we no longer consider illness a 
sign of sin in a person’s life like they did in ancient Israel.  Illness is usually the result of living in 
a fragile body in an imperfect world. 

Then, Jesus did what no other human being could or can do, he made the man, ‘clean.’  
In other words, Jesus took away the thing that separated the man from God and restored him 
to being ‘clean’ before God. 

The man could now be reunited with his family, resume his life, and most importantly, 
Jesus made the man ‘right’ with God.  His status as ‘holy’ was restored.  Yes, the man was 
physically cured by Jesus, but the most important thing was that the man could be included in 
God’s covenant blessings again.   

Jesus told the man to go to the priest at the Temple, and to do what the prescribed rituals 
were, so that he could be legally part of the people of God again.  Jesus also wanted the man to 
prove to the religious leaders that God was busy at work, making a new way for the ‘unclean’ to 
be part of the Kingdom of God. 

And that is what Jesus came to do to each of us.  Even though we may not realize it, every 
one of us is ‘unholy’ and ‘unclean,’ separated from God’s covenant and promises, until Jesus 
makes us ‘clean.’  That day, when Jesus laid his hands on the man’s head, Jesus transferred his 
own holiness onto the leper, making him ‘clean’ and acceptable to God.   

This is what Jesus does for you and me when we ask him to make us ‘clean’ and to forgive 
our sin.  Jesus removes everything that separates us from God.  We can belong to a ‘holy’ God 
because Jesus makes us ‘holy’ by sharing his own holiness with us. 

The same thing happened to the man who was paralyzed.  We don’t know why he couldn’t 
walk, and we don’t know how long he had been this way.  We only know that he must have had 
some exceptionally good friends who were determined to get him healed by Jesus. 

When they arrived at the house where Jesus was teaching, the place was packed.  By then, 
the religious leaders had heard about Jesus and had come from everywhere.  Even the ‘top 
brass’ came from Jerusalem to see for themselves what Jesus was up to.   

The man’s friends were so convinced that Jesus could heal their friend that they hatched 
a plan to get their friend through the crowd to right where Jesus couldn’t miss him. The house 
where Jesus was teaching was likely Simon Peter’s own home, where Jesus had made a ‘base’ 
for his ministry. (Mark 2:1-2)  

Now, if you were Peter, what would you be thinking when you heard digging on your 
roof?!  Truthfully, I would be alarmed and pretty peeved, right?!  The roof was probably a flat 
clay roof plastered over wooden beams with some branches and leaves between the layers and 
tile on top.  Can’t you just picture Jesus trying to preach and feeling dirt and twigs falling down 
from the ceiling!?  I imagine Peter would have been thinking something like: ‘What is going on 
up there? Don’t they know how hard it will be to fix that roof!?’ 
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I also have to wonder if everyone would be having a hard time concentrating on what 
Jesus was saying and doing.  Maybe, though, people were so intent on getting healed that they 
didn’t notice at first all the clods of dirt falling down and the hole in the ceiling getting bigger 
and bigger. Maybe. But at some point, however, they couldn’t have missed the faces peering 
down at them from the opening above. They definitely would have noticed when the man’s 
friends lowered him down, no doubt very precariously, right in front of Jesus. 

There had to be many emotions in the room when that happened.  Everyone who had 
gotten there at daybreak to be healed first by Jesus would have said, ‘Hey wait a minute! No 
cutting in line!’  The Pharisees and the teachers of the law would have no doubt thought all the 
chaos to be very un-ceremonial and extremely inappropriate. 

But no one would have expected Jesus to say what he did: ‘Friend, your sins are forgiven.’  
Can’t you just hear the man’s friends up on the roof saying something like: ‘Hold on, we didn’t 
go to all this trouble for his sins to be forgiven!  We came for healing, not for his sins!’ Jesus 
heard them all muttering, and he especially knew what the religious leaders were thinking.  So 
he asked them, ‘Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk?’   

Well, which would be easier? Forgiving sins could be considered easier, because no one 
would be able to really know for sure if someone was forgiven.  The Pharisees knew, though, 
that because only God could forgive sin, that it would be the ‘harder’ thing.  When Jesus forgave 
the man’s sins, it was actually the better thing for the man, no matter if it was the ‘easier’ or the 
‘harder’ thing.  

The Jewish leaders then accused Jesus of blasphemy, because by claiming to forgive sins 
he made himself equal to God. The Pharisees and teachers were set against Jesus from that 
point on.  Jesus then did the ‘next’ thing and healed the man of his paralysis.  Jesus proved that 
he was authentic and that he did have God’s power and authority to both forgive sin and heal. 

Both healing stories demonstrate that Jesus came to restore people to God through his 
healing.  The first step in healing is to have ‘sins forgiven’ in order to be ‘made clean.’   

It is good and right to pray for physical healing, because God’s people should intercede 
with compassion for those who suffer.  Physical healing is a blessed thing, but it is a temporary 
thing. We know that our physical bodies will not last forever in this present world, but God 
promises that a healed soul will live eternally.   

Think of what the leper or the paralytic would tell us now, having spent over 2000 years 
with God, surrounded by His glory.  Don’t you think each of them would say something like, ‘I 
thought at the time that what I needed most from Jesus was healing for my body, but now I 
know that what I needed most was for him to heal my soul.’   

Aren’t both important?  Yes. Jesus cares about our pain and suffering. We don’t know 
why some people receive physical healing and some don’t. But we do know that when we come 
to Jesus, he reaches out and heals our greatest need.  He restores us to God. He makes us ‘clean,’ 
forgiven, so that we belong to God, forever.  

Jesus is ready, always, to bless anyone who comes to ask.  Amen. 


