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Standing Firm 
Jesus defeated the devil’s attacks by the power of the Holy Spirit and armed with God’s Word 

……………………………………………....…………Luke 4: 1 - 13 ….…………………………………………………….                       
“Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the desert, 
2where for forty days he was tempted by the devil.  He ate nothing during those days, and at 
the end of them he was hungry.  3The devil said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, tell this 
stone to become bread.’  4Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone.’“ 
5The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the 
world.  6And he said to him, ‘I will give you all their authority and splendor, for it has been 
given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to.  7So if you worship me, it will all be yours.’ 
8Jesus answered, “‘It is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.’” 9The devil 
led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of the temple.  “If you are the 
Son of God,’ he said, ‘throw yourself down from here.  10For it is written: ‘He will command his 
angels concerning you to guard you carefully; 11they will lift you up in their hands, so that you 
will not strike your foot against a stone.’”  Jesus answered, “It says, ‘Do not put the Lord your 
God to the test.’”  13When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an 
opportune time.” 
 Luke tells us that right after Jesus’ baptism he was ‘led’ in the desert.  Your Bibles, if you’re 
reading along, may say that Jesus was led ‘into the wilderness.’  Where was this ‘desert 
wilderness’ that Jesus went into after leaving the Jordan River where he was baptized? 
 While Luke does not tell us the exact the location, there is still today a barren place called 
the ‘Judean Wilderness,’ high above the western side of the Dead Sea.  It is a rocky, desolate 
place, with virtually no vegetation, few signs of life, just rocky brown hills and deep ravines 
stretching for miles. 
 The surprising thing is that God, who has just told Jesus during his baptism that ‘You are 
my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased’, would actually be the One who would lead 
him there. Luke tells us very plainly that Jesus was ‘led by (God’s) Spirit in the desert.’   Not 
only was he taken into the wilderness by God, but it appears that God intentionally set up a 40-
day ‘test’ of Jesus by God’s enemy, the devil. 
 Why would God enlist his beloved Son in such a torturous ‘boot camp’?  One would think 
that God would at least equip him with a tent and a supply of food.  But that doesn’t seem to 
be the case.  Luke tells us that Jesus ‘ate nothing during those days,’ and he was ‘very hungry.’  
 The one thing that God did give to Jesus, however, was His Holy Spirit.  Luke tells us that 
Jesus was ‘full of the Holy Spirit’ when he left his baptism and entered into the time of testing. 
Luke emphasized that Jesus was facing the devil in his vulnerable human body, feeling hunger, 
pain and the psychological effects of isolation.  But Jesus, despite his human limitations, was 
empowered by God’s Holy Spirit, Who had filled up his human body, soul and mind. 
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 Even though Jesus was constantly under assault by the devil throughout the entire forty 
days, Luke highlights three main attacks.    
 In the first temptation, the devil used Jesus’ hunger to convince him to use his divine 
powers.  He said, ‘If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.’ By using the word, 
‘If,’ the devil was trying to place doubt in Jesus’ mind.  Jesus had just heard God at his baptism 
call him, ‘My Son,’ and tell him that He loved him.  The devil hoped that Jesus would begin to 
doubt that he had heard God correctly. 
 The devil argued that ‘if’ Jesus was truly the Son of God, what kind of a Father was God 
to let him experience hunger in such a horrible place?  Don’t we know how easily our own ‘if’ 
thoughts cause us to doubt God’s love for us? 
 The devil was also trying to trick Jesus by suggesting that if he made his own bread, he 
would actually be pleasing God, because God, who loved Jesus, would not want him to suffer.  
Jesus realized that the devil really wanted Jesus to stop depending on God to provide what he 
needed. Jesus rebuked the devil, using a quote from the Old Testament, saying, ‘Man does not 
live by bread alone.’   
 In this passage from Deuteronomy 8:3, God reminded Israel that when they were 
wandering in the wilderness, God provided for them and fed them with His bread from heaven. 
God told the Israelites that His purpose for their 40 years in the desert was ‘to humble and test 
them to see what was in their heart, whether or not they would keep His commands.’  
 Was God testing Jesus’ heart in the same way?  Jesus passed this first test by reminding 
the devil that He was dependent on God alone to provide bread and everything else he needed 
to survive.  How do you think we would do in this test?  Would we keep trusting that God would 
provide, or would we take matters into our own hands?   
 In the second test, the devil again used the word, ‘if.’  ‘If’ Jesus would only worship the 
him, the devil promised Jesus great power.  The devil then demonstrated the supernatural 
power that he did have by leading Jesus ‘up to a high place and show(ing) him in an instant all 
the kingdoms of the world.’  The devil was able to transport them both to a place where Jesus 
could see and imagine the glory he could have. 
 The devil was appealing to Jesus to take a shortcut to gain what God had already promised 
to him. This plan would bypass all the suffering that Jesus was going to go through if he did it 
God’s way.  I’m sure the option would have sounded very attractive. The devil is the master of 
deceit, making something sound so compelling that we can rationalize it to be true.   
 Of course, Jesus realized that by worshipping the devil, he would lose his relationship with 
God.  If Jesus allied with the devil, he might appear powerful for a while, but would ultimately 
forfeit the position God had promised to him in His Kingdom.    
 Did the devil really have the kind of power over the kingdoms of the world that he claimed 
to have? Had he really been given ‘authority’ over the world that he could give to Jesus?  We 
don’t really know how much power God allows the devil to have, or why. 
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 But Jesus does refer to the devil as the ‘prince of this world.’ (John 12:31; John 15:30)  It 
does appear that God has allowed the devil to keep the powers God gave to him when he was 
created with all the other angels.  Even though the devil now uses God’s power to try to defeat 
God’s plans, God seemingly allows it for now for reasons we do not know.  We can know, 
however, that the devil uses many schemes to trick humans into following him to accomplish 
his evil purposes. 
 So, again, Jesus shut down the devil by saying, “It is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God 
and serve him only.’”  This verse also is found in Deuteronomy, when Moses gave God’s 
commandments to Israel.  As part of his charge to ‘love the LORD your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your strength’, Moses said, ‘Fear the LORD your God, serve 
him only.’ (Deuteronomy 6:5,13) 
 True worship of God involves honoring God’s commandments in all of our decisions.  
When we ‘fear’ God and ‘worship’ God we are consciously choosing to reject the world’s way 
of doing things if it means turning away from God’s way. 
    In the third test, the devil transported Jesus to Jerusalem, to stand at ‘the highest point 
of the temple.’  Some scholars believe that this ‘pinnacle’ refers to the corner of the Temple 
that overlooks the Kidron Valley, that is so high that it makes a person dizzy.  
    Again, the devil said to Jesus, “‘If’ you are the Son of God.”  The devil was enticing Jesus 
to ask God to prove his love by protecting him if he jumped.  As is his specialty, the devil twisted 
the meaning of God’s Word in Scripture to suit his own purposes. 
 Jesus, however, knew the true meaning of this Scripture verse, and refused to ‘put … God 
to the test.’”  (Deuteronomy 6:16)   In this third quotation from Deuteronomy, the Israelites had 
disrespected God, by demanding that God prove to them that they could trust Him to lead them 
safely through the desert. 
 You may remember from their story in Exodus that they quarreled with Moses, insisting 
that God give them a sign that He could provide for them.  As proof, God rained down manna 
for their food every day, sent quail for meat, and caused water to come out of a rock. (Exodus 
16:6 – 17:7)  God was displeased at the people’s lack of trust shown in His previous acts of 
mercy.   Jesus refused to ask God for a sign to validate his love for him. 
 What are we to take away from these verses about Jesus’ time of temptation in the 
desert?  
1) WE ALSO CAN EXPECT TESTS AND TEMPTATIONS.  While we hope that God will always lead 
us ‘beside quiet waters,’ (Psalm 23) God does sometimes let us travel through the wilderness.  
His reasons are many.  But even through the hard times, God wants us to learn to trust His love 
and to depend on him. 
 Jesus was tempted by the devil to do things that we will never be tempted to do. We are 
not God’s Son nor are any of us the Savior of the world, so Jesus was tempted differently.  But 
the devil does attack us in other distinctive ways because he wants to enlist as many humans as 
possible into his army.  
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 Christians who have already become part of God’s team are particularly in the devil’s 
bullseye.  The devil’s goal is to seduce us away from God and transfer our allegiance to him. 
 The devil puts doubt in our minds in the same way he tried with Jesus.  He wants us to 
question God’s promises, and twists them, making us wonder like he did with Eve: ‘Did God 
really say…’   
 The devil makes us wonder if God does really love us, especially when we are in the desert 
places in our own lives. The devil wants us to think that if God truly cares, He wouldn’t let bad 
things happen. As part of God’s family and citizens of His Kingdom, God promises though, that 
when the inevitable struggles of this world do come, He will never leave us or forsake us.  
 The devil and his angels thrive on getting to know our weaknesses and then using our 
vulnerabilities to tempt us.  The devil will never give up trying to get us to defect to his side.  
 We need to be constantly ready to resist the devil, whom Peter said, ‘prowls around like 
a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.’ (1 Peter 5:8) 
2) JESUS DEFEATED THE DEVIL USING THE SAME WEAPONS GOD HAS GIVEN US. Luke made a 
point of telling us that Jesus went to face the devil through his human power, but yet ‘was full 
of the Holy Spirit.’  
 Jesus’ mission on earth was to live a sinless human life so that he could fulfill God’s 
command to be holy and righteous on behalf of the entire human race.  In order to do this, Jesus 
intentionally ‘emptied himself’ of his divine privileges. (Philippians 2:7 NRSV) 
 So, Jesus armed himself with two weapons that God has also given to us: God’s Holy Spirit 
and God’s Word.   
 The Holy Spirit is given to us when we ask Jesus to take over as Lord of our life and forgive 
our sin.  At that instant, God sends the Holy Spirit to come and take up residence in us, to guide 
us and teach us and give us the strength and courage to live by God’s will. 
 We often forget that we have this amazing power from God to help us in our times of 
need.  God wants to be part of our battles, never wanting us to face trials in our own power. 
 God’s Word written for us in the Bible reveals God’s love for us and the way to God’s 
salvation. The Bible contains instructions on how to live a holy life.  
 When God’s Word becomes part of us, through memorizing and continually reading it, 
we become strong by it.  Then we are able to use it like Jesus did, like a sword to beat back the 
devil’s lies. (Ephesians 6: 10 – 17) 
 The people who wrote the Bible knew that the devil was real and active in the world.  For 
a long time, our modernized culture has denied miracles and supernatural events.  By doing so, 
we have turned a blind eye to the devil’s influence in our world. Nothing could work more to his 
favor.   
 Jesus secured the final victory over the devil when he completed his sinless life and 
offered it to God on the cross.  Even though God is waiting for the right time to vanquish the 
devil, his defeat is guaranteed.   All those who stand firm in the power of God’s Spirit and His 
Word will live with Jesus, victorious forever, in the glory His Kingdom.  Amen. 


