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‘My Father’s House 
Jesus grew to understand his purpose and mission 

……………………………………………………...Read Luke 2: 40 – 52………………………………………………………             
“And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was 
on him.  41Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Festival of the Passover.  42When 
he was twelve years old, they went up to the festival, according to the custom.  43After the 
festival was over, while his parents were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in 
Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it.   44Thinking he was in their company, they traveled 
on for a day.   Then they began looking for him among their relatives and friends.  45When they 
did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look for him.  46After three days they found 
him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them 
questions.  47Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers.  
48When his parents saw him, they were astonished.  His mother said to him, ‘Son, why have 
you treated us like this?  Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you.’  49’Why 
were you searching for me?’ He asked.  ‘Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house?’ 
50But they did not understand what he was saying to them.  51Then he went down to Nazareth 
with them and was obedient to them.  But his mother treasured all these things in her heart.  
52And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man.”…………………………… 
 For the better part of last year, I began to think about reading through one of the Gospel 
accounts with you so that we would have a better understanding of who Jesus was and is.  I 
have been overhearing conversations and reading postings from Christians around the world 
and realize that without a Biblical understanding of Jesus, even the most well-meaning 
Christians can easily fall prey to misinformation.  After considering the other Gospels, I decided 
to follow Luke’s account. 
 Luke’s Gospel was written to Gentiles, like us, and he has such a way of capturing the 
emotions and perspectives that we can easily relate to.  So, here we are, continuing on in Luke 
after reading his account of Jesus’ birth during Advent and Christmas. Here, in the only place in 
the New Testament, Luke gives us a glimpse of what Jesus was like in his teenage years. 
 I was not sure at first how much this little part of what happened when Jesus was twelve 
could enrich our understanding of God.  However, I now realize that Luke was telling us far more 
than about what happened in the Temple and his parents’ frantic search for him.  Luke was 
showing us a little about how Jesus developed in his human nature while being still fully Godly 
in nature. 
 First, I imagine most of us can identify with the panic we feel when something or someone 
we dearly love is missing.  If Mary’s search for Jesus was anything like I’ve felt over the years 
when one of our children was lost, I can only imagine the agony of their searching that lasted 
not minutes or hours, but days.  I even panic when our dog wanders away. 
 Can’t we all picture that scene when they finally spotted him in the Temple Courts?  Mary 
would have hugged him close then scolded him; wouldn’t we all?  It’s his response that we can’t 
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quite wrap our minds around.  Was he being ‘smart,’ (or ‘sassy’ my mother used to call it) when 
he answered Mary, ‘Why were you searching for me?’  At first look, it seems like he was just 
being a normal teenager.  Is it possible that he, God’s Son, could truly not understand why his 
mother and father were so worried?   
 Can you picture a teenage Jesus?  I don’t have too much trouble imagining Jesus as a baby 
or as a grown man, but don’t you wonder about his teenage years?  When he was helping his 
father in the woodshop, did he ever get frustrated?  Was his carpentry supernaturally 
exceptional? Was he so good at sports that everybody wanted him on their team?  
 It seems that Luke wanted us to realize that Jesus started his human life just like the rest 
of us.  He grew up like we do, physically and emotionally and intellectually.  Jesus, like any other 
human baby, needed his mother’s care and nurture.  He wasn’t able to walk the moment he was 
born.  We have no Biblical record that he performed any miracles as a toddler.  It doesn’t appear 
that he used his privileges as the Son of God in any extraordinary way while he was growing up. 
 When Jesus was born, we are told in Philippians 2 that ‘he emptied himself.’  (Philippians 
2: 5 – 7) Paul told us that Jesus ‘gave up’ his divine power when he became human.  In 
Philippians, Paul said, ‘Though he was God, he did not think of equality with God as something 
to cling to.  Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; he took the humble position of a slave 
and was born as a human being.”  (RSV)  
 When he was born, Jesus was fully human and fully God, but he chose before he left 
Heaven to become like us.  While we would love to speculate just what divine qualities Jesus did 
‘give up’ as he ‘emptied himself,’ we are not told exactly what they were. It is interesting 
though, that in Philippians, Paul used the Greek word, ‘ekenosen’ (ay-ken-oh-sin) to describe 
what Jesus ‘gave up’ when he became human.  He meant that Jesus ‘laid aside’ and ‘rendered’ 
his divinity ‘useless.’1 The theological word for Jesus giving up his divine abilities Is called 
‘kenosis.’ 
 So, we really don’t know the details of what happened when Jesus was growing up. When 
he was learning to walk, did he fall like we did?  Did he bruise and bleed?  Was he ever laughed 
at or teased?  Did he experience the same kind of hurts that we do?  In Hebrews we are 
reminded, ‘For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, 
but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are – yet he did not sin.’ 
(Hebrews 4:15) 
  While we may imagine that the baby Jesus and even the teenage Jesus, kind of floated 
through his childhood in some sort of pain-free bubble, not experiencing the hard knocks of life, 
Luke wants us to know that he grew up just like us.  
 There were times, however, when his parents noticed that he was not like every other 
child.  One of these times was when they found him in the Temple, talking with the Jewish 
teachers.  It is likely that these Teachers were some of the most prominent scholars of their 

 
1 https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G2758&t=RSV 
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time, having gathered together in Jerusalem for the Passover.2  Jesus ‘amazed’ them with the 
questions he asked and the depth with which he understood their teaching about God. 
 Some have interpreted this passage to mean that Jesus was actually instructing the 
Teachers about God, but Luke indicates that Jesus had joined the group of pupils, and that he 
was an incredibly quick learner.  
 Jesus’ parents, however, were ‘astonished’ that he would be so disobedient and 
seemingly so oblivious to the distress he had caused them.  Evidentially, Mary and Joseph were 
not used to Jesus acting like this.  When Jesus answered them, saying, ‘Didn’t you know I had 
to be in my Father’s house?’ they didn’t quite understand what he meant.  But Mary, reflecting 
a while, ‘treasured all these things in her heart.’ 
 Luke told us twice in this passage that Jesus was growing in ‘wisdom’ as he also grew in 
‘stature.’  At some point, whether during this particular visit to the Feast in Jerusalem or earlier, 
Jesus had realized that he was the Son of the God and that he needed to learn everything he 
could about the things of God.  
 So, as he told his earthly parents, he knew that he ‘had to be’ in his ‘Father’s House’ to 
‘be about His (Heavenly) Father’s business.’ (NKJV-New King James Version)   Surely, Jesus was 
not being intentionally disobedient to his parents. Luke made clear that Jesus was respectful 
and obedient to his parents throughout his life.   
 Throughout the first centuries of Christianity there were many fanciful stories made up 
about how Jesus did miraculous things by using his God-powers while he was still a young child.3  
There are stories of how Jesus made birds out of clay and brought them to life.  There are tales 
of how Jesus got angry with his playmates and then took revenge by using his superhuman 
powers.  But these stories are not validated by Biblical testimony.  
 The character of Jesus as revealed in the Bible is not consistent with the ‘apocryphal’ 
stories of Jesus who misused his divinity to serve his own interests. Paul made clear that Jesus 
‘emptied himself’ so that he would be a ‘humble’ servant in service to the will of God  
 Just how Jesus lived by his two natures as he was growing up has always been a mystery.  
Very early on, there was a theory that Jesus was always God but not really a human being.  This 
idea came from people who were not Jewish but were from a religious background that believed 
that the human body was not a good thing. 
 Because they had previously been taught that all matter was evil, and that life’s goal was 
to be released from the prison of the body, they began to teach that Jesus only ‘seemed’ human.  
They taught that his body was just an apparition and that he came to earth to bring secret 
knowledge. They believed that only by this secret could a soul become ‘knowledgeable’ enough 
to achieve salvation. 
 The people who held this kind of belief were called ‘Gnostic,’ and their philosophy was 
called ‘Docetism,’ (doe-seh-tis-em) meaning ‘to seem.’  But these ideas were contrary to Jesus’ 

 
2 Ligonier.org/learn/sermons/jesus-temple 
3 https://udayton.edu/imri/mary/c/childhood-of-jesus.php 
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purpose for coming to the earth. If Jesus wasn’t truly God and wasn’t truly a human being, then 
his death could not save us from our human sin.  Only someone fully human who was also as 
sinless as God could make atonement for our sin.  If Jesus was not in a real human body, then 
his resurrection to life after his crucifixion was not real.  His ascension back into Heaven and his 
intercession there on our behalf is also not real. 
 These heresies needed to be corrected and the fantastical stories about Jesus that were 
not true also needed to be discredited.  So, around the year 144 A.D. Christian leaders, alarmed 
by yet another popular heretical teaching of who Jesus was, decided to assemble together 
‘official’ Christian writings that followed the teachings of Jesus and his first Apostles.  So that no 
one would be led astray by false ideas about Jesus and his Salvation, they began to pull together 
a first ‘canon’ of the New Testament writings. 
 Another popular falsehood circulating today is that the process of deciding which books 
were included in our Bible was somehow fraudulent.  Please know and trust that certain books 
and teachings are not part of our modern Bible because they are incompatible with what Jesus 
and those who knew him best, taught. 
 In the first few centuries there were many false teachings about how Jesus could be both 
human and divine.  Church councils had to gather and decide what was true and what wasn’t.  
 Some held a theory that Jesus was a ‘mixture’ of both human and divine.  Some believed 
that Jesus was either divine or holy, but not both.  Others held on to a version of ‘Docetism,’ 
believing that Jesus only ‘seemed’ to be God or ‘seemed’ to be human.  Some believed that Jesus 
was made by God as one of His first ‘creatures.’ 
 Our very first Creed, the Nicene Creed, confirms the decisions of these Councils: ‘We 
believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God… begotten, not made, of one Being with 
the Father….For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the 
Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human.’4 
 Many of the teachings we hear scholars talk about today are mainly recycled heresies 
from the early church and can be very persuasive.  Don’t you know people who say things like, 
‘I believe that Jesus wasn’t ‘God,’ but was just a good man who showed us how to live a good 
life’? How did they arrive at that conclusion?  It definitely wasn’t from reading the Bible! 
 Don’t let yourself be taken in by untrue ideas! It is so important to know that the Bible 
teaches that Jesus was fully God who also became a fully human baby who ‘grew up’ and 
‘learned wisdom’ in many ways just like we do, by the ‘grace of God.’ 
 Jesus did show us how to live a life in obedience to God.  He also provided the gift of his 
Holy Spirit so that God’s own power living in us would keep us on track.   
 Jesus fulfilled God’s requirements for holiness on our behalf as a perfectly holy human 
and a fully perfect God.  To consider Jesus to be anything less is to miss the gift of his birth, life, 
death, resurrection and ascension and to forfeit the opportunity to belong to God and to His 
Family and to His Kingdom in this life and forever.  Amen. 

 
4 Nicene Creed, A.D. 325/381. Presbyterian Book of Confessions, 1.1-1.2, Office of the General Assembly, 2016., p. 3. 


