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Baptized for Us 
Jesus was obedient to God for our sake. 

……………………………………………………Read Luke 3: 15 – 22 ………………………………………………………..                            
“The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their in their hearts if John 
might be the Christ. 16John answered them all, ‘I baptize you with water. But one more 
powerful than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.  He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.  17His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his 
threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with 
unquenchable fire.’ 18And with many other words John exhorted the people and preached the 
good news to them. 19But when John rebuked Herod the tetrarch because of Herodias, his 
brother’s wife, and all the other evil things he had done, 20Herod added this to them all: He 
locked John up in prison. 21When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. 
And as he was praying, heaven was opened 22and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily 
form like a dove.  And a voice came from heaven: ‘You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am 
well pleased.’”………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 The baptism of Jesus is a fascinating event.  It is amazing, not just because ‘heaven was 
opened’ and the ‘Holy Spirit descended on Jesus,’ but it is astounding because of the reason 
‘why’ Jesus was baptized and what it means for us!   
 Most of us, with the help of artists over the ages, can picture the scene down at the River.  
We can see in our mind, Jesus emerging dripping wet from the water, with a dove floating down 
from a glowing sky, about to settle upon him. 
 But it’s a harder thing to wrap our minds around the reason ‘why’ Jesus did it.  Why did 
Jesus insist that John baptize him?  It’s was quite a momentous event.  Matthew, Mark, John 
and Luke all tell about it, each from their unique perspective. 
 They all tell us that the Holy Spirit came down out of heaven in the form of a dove to rest 
upon Jesus.  Matthew, Mark and Luke all add that a voice spoke from Heaven, confirming Jesus’ 
identity as God’s Son and to declare God’s approval and affection for him.  
 Jesus traveled perhaps fifty (50) miles from Nazareth to the Jordan River to make sure he 
was baptized by John.  Why did he do it? Matthew tells us that Jesus told John that he needed 
to be baptized ‘In order to fulfill all righteousness.’  (Matthew 3:15)    
 Because John’s baptism was a ‘baptism for the forgiveness of sins’ (Luke 3:3), we can’t 
imagine why Jesus, who ‘had no sin,’ felt compelled to join sinners in being baptized by John. 
But the key to understanding is that Jesus wasn’t baptized for his own sin; Jesus was baptized 
for ours. 
 Jesus left Heaven to be born a human like us so that he could identify with us in every 
way.  Paul tells us in Philippians that before Jesus was born, he emptied himself of all his Godly 
privileges to become just like us, physically, emotionally, intellectually.  Jesus was not, however, 
completely like us, because Jesus remained God in his ‘essence’, and as God, there was no sin 
in him. 
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 God’s Holy Spirit was present with Jesus in his conception and lived in Jesus after his birth.  
By the Holy Spirit living in him, Jesus ‘grew in wisdom and in stature, and in favor with God and 
men.’  (Luke 2:52)  For three decades after Jesus’ birth, God’s Holy Spirit prepared him to fulfill 
his role for which he came to us to accomplish. 
 Jesus had waited for God’s timing, living as a carpenter in an obscure little village. He 
waited for God’s sign that it was time for his ministry to begin.  When Jesus heard that John had 
begun baptizing people in preparation for the Messiah’s coming, Jesus knew that it was time to 
step into his role. 
 What is the ‘righteousness’ that Jesus needed to ‘fulfill’?  When God created the first 
humans, Adam and Eve, God made a covenant with them.  In order for Adam and Eve to 
continue to live with Him in the Garden, God told them that they needed to obey Him in 
everything.   
 God gave Adam and Eve a lot of responsibility, in fact, they were given the privilege of 
‘ruling over’ all of the creatures that God had made. (Genesis 1: 26-28)  God appointed Adam 
and Eve, to be governors over His earth. 
 The one thing that God told them never to do was to ‘eat of the tree of knowledge of 
good and evil.’ If they did, God told them, they ‘would surely die.’ (Genesis 2:17)  You know the 
rest of the story.  Satan seized this opportunity to tempt Adam and Eve to disobey God. Satan 
prompted a desire in them to be ‘like God.’ (Genesis 3:5)  When they ate of the ‘forbidden fruit,’ 
both of them failed to keep their part of the Covenant God had made with them. 
 The consequences of their sin was enormous.  Because they failed to keep the rules God 
had made, they were no longer in a ‘right’ relationship with God.  Their relationship with God 
was broken and changed forever. They lost the privilege of living in the Garden and they were 
forced to leave. They lost the privilege of ruling over God’s creation, and they no longer would 
live forever. 
 All that happened to Adam and Eve trickled down to their descendants; to you and to me.  
What they lost, they lost for us as well.  It all started when they disobeyed God and lost their 
‘righteousness.’  God continued to love Adam and Eve however, and helped them endure 
hardship in their lives outside the Garden.  God still does the same for us as we experience 
suffering in our lives!   
 God loves humans so much that He planned a way for our broken relationship to be 
restored.  Jesus came to us to pay the penalty of our disobedience himself and restore us to the 
status of being ‘righteous’ in God’s eyes. 
 ‘Righteous’ and ‘righteousness’ are hard words to understand.  In fact, my online 
thesaurus could give me no synonyms to help explain it!  We need to understand it, however, 
because it is something we desperately need if we want to belong to God. 
 Remember what Zechariah said when his son John was born?  He praised God that his son 
would announce the arrival of the Savior who would show us how to serve God in ‘holiness’ and 
‘righteousness’ ‘all of our days.’ (Luke 1:68-75) 
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 As is the case throughout the Bible, these two words placed right after each other, say 
the same idea in different ways so that we will understand better. God is ‘righteous’ and ‘holy’ 
and on our own, we have no hope of repairing our relationship with God because we are not 
holy or righteous at all.  
 We need to be holy in order to be acceptable to God and be a part of His Kingdom.  But 
God sent His Son who is both holy and righteous to take on our human identity as his own so 
that he could bestow upon us his own holiness and make us ‘righteous.’ 
 When Jesus was baptized with all the people gathered at the Jordan River, Jesus was 
taking the first steps to make it possible for us to be in a ‘right’ and blessed relationship with 
God once again.  I hope that right now you are saying to yourself, ‘Aha! Oh, now it is making 
sense! I want this ‘righteousness’! and how do I get it?’ 
 Jesus’ ministry was just starting at his baptism.  He had three more years and many more 
tests to pass before he could qualify to give us his ‘righteousness’.  He would need to resist the 
temptations of Satan (which we will talk about in a few weeks) and live a perfectly obedient life 
before that could happen.  Of course, Jesus’ most defining moment was his obedience to God 
on the cross, when he endured God’s punishment for OUR sin, not for his own, because he had 
none.   
 When Jesus said with his last breath, ‘It is finished!’ he wasn’t talking about his earthly 
life that was over. (John 19:30)   Jesus meant that his mission was successfully completed.  Jesus 
had perfectly kept all of God’s commandments as our stand-in, so that humans could claim the 
status of ‘righteousness’ in obedience to God’s Law.   
 Jesus had succeeded where Adam had failed.  John the Baptist had announced that 
everyone must receive a baptism for the forgiveness of their sin, so Jesus, as our representative 
in his humanness, therefore also was baptized. Our spiritual forefather, John Calvin, agreed that 
Jesus was baptized because he was careful to do what God commanded all people to do.1   In 
every way throughout Jesus’ life, he was obedient to God’s will, dutiful to keep every single 
point in God’s Law. 
 In order to receive Jesus’ gift of his own holiness, we must come to Jesus and ask for it.  
Asking begins with repentance, which is what John’s baptism was for.  Real repentance means 
sorrow for sins and the desire to never sin against God’s commands again.  Only when a person 
in genuine humility realizes their desperate need for God’s forgiveness, are they able to receive 
it. 
 When we ask Jesus to forgive our sins and give him authority over our lives, Jesus 
immediately makes us ‘right’ before God.  This is called being ‘justified’.  Being ‘justified’ means 
that our relationship with God is restored. 
 We don’t get to move back into the Garden of Eden, yet.  But God promises, through our 
bond with Jesus, that someday we will live with God in Paradise.  Through faith in Jesus, we have 
an inheritance waiting for us, along with God’s promise of eternal life with Him. 

 
1 https://www.ligonier.org/learn/devotionals/jesus-baptism-jordan/ 
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 Another notable thing that happened in Jesus’ baptism is that the Holy Spirit visibly came 
out of Heaven to anoint him for his ministry.  The full significance of what took place is not 
exactly clear, to experts and scholars, and least of all, to myself. 
 However, what we can know is that the Holy Spirit was a confirmation for Jesus from God 
that he was indeed, God’s Son.  God verified to Jesus that what he had come to realize during 
his thirty years of earthly life was true.  Jesus knew for certain what his purpose on the earth 
was.  God spoke to Jesus and said, ‘You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.’   
 The ‘bodily’ form which looked ‘like a dove’ was also a sign to John. God had told John 
that he would know the identity of the Messiah when he saw the ‘Spirit come down and remain 
on him.’ (John 1:32-33) 
 God revealed something else in Jesus’ baptism.  All three persons of the Trinity were 
present at the River at the same time.  The Son was anointed by the Holy Spirit and God the 
Father spoke. This is one example of why Christians believe in a Trinitarian God, who is three 
persons who have separate roles but are all equally God in essence.   
 There are many opinions as to what the Holy Spirit imparted to Jesus as He ‘descended 
on him.’ Luke made particular notice that the Holy Spirit came upon Jesus, ‘as he was praying.’   
Jesus prayed often to God so that God would show Jesus what God’s will was.  We too must 
pray so that God, through His Holy Spirit, will show us also what His will is for us.   
 Jesus became for us the Savior that the prophets promised.  John the Baptist was the last 
in the long legacy of prophets, and John was privileged to meet God’s Messiah face to face. John 
was also honored to provide Jesus’ initiation into his ministry, which set in motion Jesus’ work 
of salvation on our behalf. 
 Not only did Jesus die on the cross to atone for our sin, but Jesus also lived a sinless life 
to redeem our disobedience before God. 
 When John was baptizing, there were those who were offended that they too would need 
to receive God’s forgiveness.  They thought themselves ‘above’ God’s law, and they were too 
proud to see the truth about how one entered into God’s Kingdom. 
 Let us not, not any one of us, make the same tragic mistake.  Jesus, as the ‘second Adam,’ 
has made us acceptable, ‘righteous’ and ‘holy’ before God. As Paul said in Romans, ‘…just as 
through the disobedience of one man (Adam) the many were made sinners, so also through 
the obedience of the one man (Jesus) the many will be made righteous.’ (Romans 5: 19) 
 Jesus stands at the door of each human heart offering each of us his gift of righteousness.  
I pray that you will receive it with gratitude and be eternally blessed as a member of God’s 
Kingdom, forever.   Amen. 
  
  


