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The Parade to Peace 
Jesus brought peace in a way no one expected 

……………………………………………….………..Luke 19: 28 – 42………………………………………………………….. 
“After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.  29As he approached 
Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, 
saying to them, 30 ‘Go to the village ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied 
there, which no one has ever ridden.  Untie it and bring it here.  31If anyone asks you, ‘Why are 
you untying it?’ tell him, ‘the Lord needs it.’’ They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the 
colt and put Jesus on it. 36As he went along, people spread their cloaks on the road.  37When 
he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of 
disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles they had seen: 
‘38Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!’ ‘Peace in heaven and glory in the 
highest!’  39Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, ‘Teacher, rebuke your disciples!’ 
40 ‘I tell you,’ he replied, ‘if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.’ 41As he approached 
Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it  42and said, ‘if you, even you, had only known on 
this day what would bring you peace – but now it is hidden from your eyes.’” 
 We love ‘Palm Sunday’, don’t we? We love that Jesus’ disciples started this ‘pop up’ 
parade in his honor.  We love that the crowd loved Jesus too.  Even though we know what was 
coming next, we love the celebration. 

When we resume our study of Luke after Easter, we will see that Jesus was purposely 
making his way to Jerusalem, even though he knew full well what was waiting for him there.   

Jesus had just left Jericho, where he told his disciples ‘We are going up to Jerusalem, and 
everything that is written by the prophets about the Son of Man will be fulfilled.  He will be 
handed over to the Gentiles.  They will mock him, insult him, spit on him, flog him and kill him.  
On the third day, he will rise again.’  Luke tells us that the ‘disciples did not understand any of 
this’, ‘because its meaning was hidden from them.’ (Luke 18:31 – 34)  

 While he was in Jericho, Jesus healed a blind man whom Mark, in his gospel, called 
‘Bartimaeus.’ (Mark 10:46-52)  In Jericho, Jesus also befriended the tax collector, Zacchaeus, 
the ‘wee little man’ who ‘climbed a sycamore tree to see him’. (Luke 19: 1 -4) 
 As he continued on toward Jerusalem, Jesus was gathering an ever-growing group of 
followers. (Matthew 20:29) The journey was not an easy one.  The walk from Jericho, which was 
below sea level near the Dead Sea to Jerusalem was 18 miles, all extremely, ‘uphill’.  

The day’s journey would have been a steep hike through desert and mountain ravines; a 
total climb of 4000 feet in elevation.  No wonder they were glad to arrive in Bethany, for the 
opportunity to rest with Lazarus and his sisters Martha and Mary. (John 12: 1-7) 

Every moment in Jesus’ life was in preparation for this. Every detail was packed with 
purpose. He had been, all of his life, walking ‘up’ toward Jerusalem.  Jerusalem was the place 
where his earthly ministry would come to a close and where he would fulfill the mission God 
had sent him to do. 
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Here in the events of this Palm Sunday parade, we are able to see Jesus fulfilling 
PROPHESY, displaying God’s POWER, and the PEACE he was achieving for us. 

As Jesus came up the far side of the Mount of Olives, he enlisted a donkey to make sure 
that people knew that he was the one Zechariah had PROPHESIED about. God had told Zechariah 
that one day, His King would come to bring peace to Jerusalem.  God’s King would come ‘gentle 
and riding…on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ (Zechariah 9:9) 

Through the POWER of God, Jesus knew right where his disciples would find the colt, and 
he told them what its owners would say.  Jesus claimed his divine authority, and told them to 
say that the ‘Lord’ needs it’. 

Luke tells us that Jesus’ disciples put their cloaks over the colt, and then, they ‘put Jesus 
on it.’  Any of you who have been around a donkey, and especially a donkey-colt, are smiling to 
think that Jesus needed any help getting on it!  A donkey-colt would be very short!   

If you noticed in the opening song, the video showed Jesus, riding ‘side saddle’ on the 
donkey.  I think with good reason; otherwise, his legs would have dragged along the road!   

The church in Pittsburgh, where I did my seminary internship, had a wonderful Palm 
Sunday tradition.  They would invite the neighborhood to parade with them down through the 
business district, with Jesus leading the way, riding a real live donkey.  They waved palm 
branches and sang Palm Sunday songs. 

It was a great, fun thing!  But I must tell you, I saw first-hand that a grown man is way too 
tall to sit on a little donkey! 

Jesus riding a donkey was a symbolic reminder of royal coronations in the Old Testament. 
When King David made his son Solomon king, he commanded that Solomon ride the king’s own 
donkey in front of the people on his way to the ceremony. (1 Kings 1:33) 
When Jehu was made king over Israel, the people spread their cloaks so that he could walk on 
them as a sign of royal homage.  Jesus’ disciples also spread their garments over the road in the 
same way, to give him also the ‘royal’ ‘red carpet’ treatment. (2 Kings 9:13)   Mark, in his gospel,  
tells us that the people also cut ‘leafy branches’ to lay on the road in front of Jesus. (Mark 11:8) 

It was Passover and Jerusalem was packed with faithful Jews.  Every Passover celebration 
prays for Elijah the prophet to bring the redeemer of Israel with him. And now he, the Redeemer, 
had come. 

As Jesus made his way down the side of the Mount of Olives and was approaching the 
Jerusalem city gates, the Pharisees yelled out to him “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!”  The 
Pharisees would have been furious that Jesus allowed his disciples to use Psalm 118 to shout 
out: ‘Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!’  

Jesus didn’t deny that he was the king Israel had been expecting.  Instead, Jesus calmly 
answered that the stones would announce him if the crowd couldn’t.  This was the moment of 
Jesus’ great unveiling.  His miracles and his character stood witness.  God’s creation rejoiced in 
what God was doing.  
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If I ever get the chance to go to Jerusalem, I will want to walk the road that Jesus took 
that day.  From what I tell online, it is a popular tourist destination, and is now paved and walled.  
But the view is still there.   

I want to imagine the crowd walking alongside Jesus as they crested the hill and came into 
view of the city.  I want to imagine them singing and praising Jesus as King.  

John tells us that people began to wave ‘branches of palm trees’. (John 12:13)  They knew 
that their Messiah had come.  But the Religious Leaders, who should have rejoiced at his arrival, 
were blinded by their hardened hearts. 

I want to look down over the walls and into Jerusalem, just like Jesus did, and imagine 
him stopping to ‘weep’ over it.  His sadness overwhelmed him, because he knew that the PEACE 
he brought from God would be rejected by so many.  
It was ironic, that the leaders of the city of ‘Peace’, which is what the name ‘Jerusalem’ means1, 
would fail to recognize the one who was bringing God’s true PEACE.  Beyond sad, it was tragic. 
Even though Isaiah had prophesied that one day the ‘Prince of Peace’ would arrive and ‘reign 
on David’s throne,’ the Religious Leaders were not able to recognize him.  (Isaiah 9:6-7)  

Their closed hearts would bring misery upon themselves and upon the people they should 
have led. 

Even though the crowd shouted out, ‘Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!’ they 
didn’t really understand the peace Jesus was bringing.  That night when Jesus was born, the 
angels had proclaimed, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men.’ (Luke 2: 14)  
And now, with Jesus’ approach to Jerusalem, God’s peace for humanity was almost a reality.   
 The peace that Jesus was bringing was not the kind of peace the people thought they 
needed. They, like us, hoped for peace in their personal lives.  They hoped for the peace of social 
justice. They hoped for political peace from a king who would make their nation great again.  
The peace they hoped for was an ‘earthly’ peace, and not the type of peace they, or we, need 
most.  

The king for whom the palm branches waved was not the kind of king they expected.  
Jesus is a King of a Kingdom far greater than the kind this world has. 

We too, get stuck in our own vision of what we think peace should look like in our own 
lives.  We want peace in our homes and in our family. We want peace in our neighborhood, and 
peace in our country.  We all do.  And it’s right to want that peace. 

But the root of that peace goes beyond what we can see here and now.  It goes beyond 
politics and every other contentious debate. True peace has its root in God. 

God’s peace begins when the human heart is connected to God, and we can only come 
close to God when we become as holy as He is.  We all know, deep in our hearts, that we cannot 
make ourselves holy enough for God.  St. Augustine said, ‘Our hearts are restless until they rest 
in God’, and we try our whole lives to reach Him. 

 

 
1 https://www.gotquestions.org/city-of-Jerusalem.html 
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Different religions point us on different paths to God.  All of them rely on our own efforts 
to get us there. They teach that every good deed brings us closer to Him, like climbing rungs on 
a ladder.  All of them teach that, except for Christianity.  That’s not Jesus’ way to God.  

Trying to accumulate enough holy deeds, through certain prayers and lifestyle, is not a 
peaceful pursuit at all.  It’s easy to feel overwhelmed and anxious, thinking that it’s all up to us.  
God sent Jesus to us so that we would stop relying on ourselves and trust in him to take us to 
God instead. 

No human can reach God’s perfection because only God is truly holy.  Every good deed, 
even a billion good ones, still fall short of making a person holy enough for God’s Kingdom.  

Because our sin has prevented us from finding peace with God, Jesus made a way for our 
sin to be removed, forever.  And that is why he went to Jerusalem.  That’s why he allowed his 
friends to throw him a parade, even though he knew in a few short days, he would hang on a 
cross. 

Peace in God doesn’t look like the world’s peace, not at all.  Jesus even told his disciples 
that they would experience great sadness, but that he would give them a lasting peace in the 
midst of it.  Jesus said, ‘Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you; not as the world gives 
do I give to you.  Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.’ (John 14:27) Jesus 
came to bring God’s peace into our hearts. 

Jesus’ most profound and difficult days were the ones that began with his palm 
processional into Jerusalem.  In this holy week, we must not stop at celebrating the arrival of 
our king and skip over the rest of the horrific events that followed.   

Sometimes we just can’t bear to think of the Garden of Gethsemane, his arrest, the trial, 
the whipping, the crown of thorns, and the cross.  And so, we gladly skip from Palm Sunday 
directly to Resurrection Sunday. 

But don’t miss it.  Thank God for Jesus every day of this Holy Week, because in his suffering 
and death, Jesus has saved us.  Jesus has forgiven our sin and broken down everything else that 
separates us from the Kingdom of God.  

Jesus has shared with us the right to be called the sons and daughters of God!  Because 
of Jesus’ suffering for our sake, we are heirs of the heavenly Father, and nothing is able to 
separate us from His love. 

This week pause to say ‘thank you’ to Jesus.  ‘Thank you, Jesus, for being obedient to God, 
even when it meant your death.  Thank you for bringing your blessed peace which passes human 
understanding into our lives.  Thank you for the priceless gift of eternal life.’ 

‘Thank you, Jesus, for your incredible love for us; you are our Lord and our King!’  We can 
never thank you enough for coming to save us.  Amen. 
 


