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Love Like God 
As the Father has loved us, we love others 

………………………………………………………….Luke 6: 27 – 36………………………………………………………… 
“’But I tell you who hear me:  Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those 
who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.   29If someone strikes you on one cheek, turn 
to him the other also.  If someone takes your cloak, do not stop him from taking your tunic.  
30Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it 
back.  31Do to others as you would have them do to you.  32If you love those who love you, 
what credit it that to you?  Even sinners love those who love them.  33And if you do good to 
those who are good to you, what credit is that to you?  Even ‘sinners’ do that.  34And if you 
lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you?  Even ‘sinners’ 
lend to ‘sinners,’ expecting to be repaid in full.  35But love your enemies, do good to them, and 
lend to them without expecting to get anything back.  Then your reward will be great, and you 
will be sons of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked.  36Be merciful, 
just as your Father is merciful.’” 
 She saw him coming down the aisle and deep down in the pit of her stomach she knew. 
Even though he was dressed in civilian clothes now, the memory was clear.  She could still see 
him in his uniform in that horrible place, subjecting her and her sister, along with all the women, 
to unthinkable and inhumane torment. As he continued to walk toward her, her blood ‘froze’.  
He stood in front of her and held out his hand toward her.   

She had just finished a talk about Jesus expecting us to love our enemies, and now here 
he was, asking for her to forgive him. The man told her that he had changed.  After the war, 
after the concentration camp, he said he had accepted Jesus as his Savior and Lord.   

She knew what she needed to do, but she just couldn’t.  She stood there, paralyzed by 
her emotions, as the man continued to hold out his hand to her and asked again, ‘Will you 
forgive me for the cruel things I did?’   She knew that Jesus wanted her to forgive him, so she 
prayed for God’s help.  And as she prayed, she lifted her hand to meet the man’s.   

At the moment her hand touched his, a jolt of electricity surged through her.  Beginning 
at her shoulder, She felt a current of ‘warmth’ ‘race’ down her arm, and then flow into their 
joined hands.  God’s healing grace filled her entire soul and with tears in her eyes, she said, ‘I 
forgive you, brother! With all my heart!’1   

She knew in an instant that it could only have been God who had conquered her 
emotions.  Only God can empower us to love when everything in us screams for us to do the 
opposite.  

We may not all experience the same injustice that Corrie ten Boom and her family 
suffered at the hands of the Nazis.  But we all experience hurts that Jesus asks us to forgive. 

 
1 Corrie ten Boom, Guidepost Magazine, https://www.guideposts.org/better-living/positive-living/guideposts-classics-
corrie-ten-boom-forgiveness 
 



April 25, 2021 Jesus in Luke: ‘Love Like God’ Luke 6: 27 - 36 

Burgettstown Presbyterian Church                              Rev. Cinda Isler                                                                                               2 
 

 And, of course, Jesus knows how it hard it is.  Jesus knew it when he was training his 
disciples and his apostles.  He knew how hard it would be for them to love with the same kind 
of love he and his Father have.  But, as his ambassadors, carrying on his message about the  
Kingdom of God after he was gone, Jesus told them it was mandatory, not optional, to love like 
God. 
 So, Jesus laid it all out for them, very specifically, not as ‘suggestions’, but as commands. 
He said, ‘Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray 
for those who mistreat you.’ 
 Let his instructions sink in for a moment and then think what his words mean for you, 
personally. Which enemy does Jesus want you to love? Who hates you right now and what good 
does Jesus want you to do to them? How can you bless the person who is enjoying cursing you? 
Who is mistreating you that Jesus wants you to pray for? Even though two thousand years have 
passed since Jesus gave these mandates to his followers, his command to us hasn’t changed. 

They are still a challenge for our human hearts in a constant, every day, battle.  Certainly, 
we think, Jesus will understand if we hang on to this one grudge.  We want to think that certainly, 
Jesus will give me permission not to forgive that person because what they did was so, so wrong 
and ‘unforgiveable’. 

But Jesus showed us his answer, didn’t he?  When Jesus was spit on and humiliated, what 
did he do? He loved those who hated him by offering them the Kingdom of God. When he was 
so unfairly treated by the people who should have welcomed him, what did Jesus do?  He did 
good to them, not returning evil for evil.  When he was being so wrongly persecuted, what did 
Jesus do?  He blessed them instead of cursing them.  When his enemies killed him on the cross, 
what did Jesus do?  He prayed for them, saying, ‘Father, forgive them, for they do not know 
what they are doing.’ (Luke 23: 34) 
 I think we know what Jesus wants us to do with that grudge we’re holding on to, don’t 
we?  The bigger question is the one we need to ask ourselves.  Are we willing, for Jesus, and for 
his Kingdom, to give it over to him to heal? 
 I was thinking to myself this past week, mulling these verses over and over in my mind, 
‘What do people think Christians are like?’  I’m afraid that our reputation with the general public 
doesn’t equal = ‘love.’  I’m pretty sure that we don’t do a very good job of showing the world by 
our actions what God’s love is really like.  

Do Christians stand out from non-Christians by blessing someone who has just cursed 
them? Do we refuse to retaliate when by the world’s standards, no one would fault us for 
wanting revenge? On a more personal level I wondered, ‘Would someone know, by what I say 
and by what I do, that I belong to Jesus?’ 
 People haven’t really changed very much since Jesus’ time.  We humans still react like 
humans always have.  By nature, we want to hurt those who hurt us.  We want to nurse our 
bitterness and allow it to fester.  It is pretty easy to make ourselves believe that it is ‘fair’ to 
treat others the way that they have treated us. 
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 But Jesus turns our human reasoning upside down.  He commands us to do the opposite 
of what we feel like doing!  Why do you think it matters so much to Jesus that we show the same 
‘mercy’ to other people that God shows to us? 
 The reason is, simply, God is counting on His children to show the world who He is.  
Belonging to Jesus, you belong to God, and belonging to God, you become His child. You become 
a citizen of God’s Kingdom and an heir to God’s eternal inheritance. 
 As God’s own, God expects you and me to share with others the same love that God has 
given to us.  What has God done for us?  Even though we did nothing to deserve it, God loved 
us.  When we were very unlovable ‘sinners’, God sent His Son to save us from ourselves.  
(Romans 5:8)  
 By accepting God’s merciful forgiveness, we receive God Himself to live in us by His Holy 
Spirit.  By God’s Power in us, we can overcome our human feelings and we can live out God’s 
love.  But the decision to allow God’s love to work in us and through us is ours. 
 If we squelch God’s Spirit and refuse to love like God, we prove that we don’t really 
understand the extent to which God has gone to love us.  Do we understand how God overlooks 
our ungrateful attitudes toward Him and continually forgives us by His love? 
Do we understand that God asked His own Son to go the cross so that we could be released 
from the penalty of our sin and be made holy enough for His Kingdom?  If we do grasp all that 
God has done for us and continues to do for us, then we will want to love like God loves.   

Even when we don’t feel like it, we will ask God to help us love our enemies, because we 
realize that if Jesus hadn’t ‘first loved us,’ we ourselves would be God’s ‘enemy’, still separated 
from God by our sinfulness. (1 John 4:19; Romans 5:8-11; Isaiah 59:2) 
 When we read Jesus’ command, so plainly written for us here, I think it’s part of our 
human nature to want to qualify exactly what he is asking us to do.  One question we might 
want to ask Jesus is, “So, If I ‘love’ my enemy, do I need to ‘like’ her too?”  “What if I don’t actually 
‘curse’ my enemy, do I still need to ‘bless’ them too?”  Good questions, right? 
 Well, what does Jesus say?  In the following verses he pretty much covers it.  He wants us 
to go beyond mere courtesy. Jesus tells his disciples not only to refrain from retaliating, but to 
actually to shower them with good in return for their harm. 
 This is definitely not what normal people do, is it?  People expect you to return the favor 
of their love with yours.  People expect you to return their good deed with yours.  But that’s not 
the way God loves.  God loves without expecting anything in return.  
 The word for ‘love’ that Luke used here is unique.  It is ‘agapao’, (Ah-gah-PAH-oh).  He 
didn’t use the Greek word for romantic love (eros) or friendly love (philia), but God’s own love, 
‘agape’ (ah-GAH-peh) love.   
 God’s love is the kind of love that loves like God, wanting to draw others into His love by 
loving. God’s love shows kindness and mercy to the sinner, even if the only thing you receive in 
return is hate.  God really wants us to do that?  Really. God offers love and forgiveness to 
everyone, even to the ‘ungrateful and wicked.’ 
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 How in the world does God expect us to do this!?  It seems impossible, and it is.  But that’s 
where prayer comes in.  When we ‘pray for those who persecute us,’ we enter into a whole 
other realm of living.   

Please understand, though, Jesus is not saying that we should endure serious abuse.  Jesus 
wants us to protect ourselves when we can.  We can pray, very effectively for those who 
persecute us, from a safe distance, when necessary. 
 When we pray, we give our hurt over to God and ask Him to help us to treat that person 
in a way that will bring honor to God’s name.  We ask God to help us love and do good and to 
bless those who have hurt us, because we know we can’t do it through our own power.   

And then, as we pray, something else happens, … in us.  Maybe not as spectacularly as 
what happened to Corrie ten Boom, when God’s love electrified her soul, but over time, God 
will transform our feelings toward our enemy. 

As we continue to pray for those who hurt us, and sometimes it takes a very long time, 
with many, many prayer sessions, God allows us to see that person through His own eyes, and 
our bitterness toward them does melt.  If we persevere in prayer, God moves us to have pity on 
our enemy’s brokenness and to actually want God to heal their heart. 

That’s the way Jesus intends for the Kingdom of God to work through those of us who 
belong to Him.  It’s like that camp song we used to sing, ‘They will know we are Christians by our 
love, by our love, yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.’  Do people know God’s love 
through us? 

This past year has been a big challenge in the ‘love thy neighbor’ department.  So many 
of us can’t agree on so many things. When people around us start accusing this person or that 
person for the state of the world, how should we Christians respond?  

Do we join in the blame game or do we make a conscious choice to love as God loves us?  
Do we return ‘blessing’ instead of ‘curses’?  Do we ‘turn the other cheek?’  Do we retaliate or 
chose to ‘do good’?  Do we truly ‘Do to others as we would have them do to us?’  

As I watch the daily news, seeing what happens when people allow bitterness to take root 
in their hearts, I realize that Jesus has given us the answer.  Christians, do you know what Jesus 
is asking you to do?  You may not solve the world’s problem, but you can impact your own little 
circle of influence: your family, your neighborhood, your workplace, by loving like God. 

The choice is ours, love or hate, do good or harm, bless or curse.  The answer is a prayer 
away.  Prayer will cause God’s love to triumph in one heart at a time and make His Kingdom real 
to the world through you.   

As I conclude this message, I want you to hear this song, which is in itself, a sermon.  Singer 
Zach Williams captures Jesus’ message so well in his song, ‘Less Like Me.’2 (play song)  

God, our merciful Father, help us to release our enemies and ourselves to your healing 
grace, in order to be transformed by your love.  This we ask in Jesus’ name, through the power 
of your Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
2 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DOOVx9lBMOs 


