
April 18, 2021 Jesus in Luke: ‘Two Kingdoms’ Luke 6: 12 - 26 

Burgettstown Presbyterian Church                                Rev. Cinda Isler                                                                                             1 
 

Two Kingdoms 
Jesus’ disciples commit to live by God’s Kingdom values. 

…………………………………………………………..Luke 6: 12 – 26………………………………………………………….. 
“One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent the night praying to 
God.  13When morning came, he called his disciples to him and chose twelve of them, whom 
he also designated apostles: 14Simon (whom he named Peter), his brother Andrew, James, 
John, Philip, Bartholomew, 15Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, Simon who was called 
the Zealot, 16Judas son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.  17He went down 
with them and stood on a level place.  A large crowd of his disciples was there and a great 
number of people from all over Judea, from Jerusalem, and from the coastal region around 
Tyre and Sidon, 18who had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases.  Those troubled 
by impure spirits were cured, 19and the people all tried to touch him, because power was 
coming from him and healing them all.  20Looking at his disciples, he said: ‘Blessed are you 
who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 21Blessed are you who hunger now, for you will 
be satisfied.  Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.  22Blessed are you when people 
hate you, when they exclude you and insult you and reject your name as evil, because of the 
Son of Man.  23Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven.  
For that is how their ancestors treated the prophets.  24But woe to you who are rich, for you 
have already received your comfort. 25Woe to you who are well-fed now, for you will go 
hungry.  Woe to you who laugh now, for you will mourn and weep.  26Woe to you when 
everyone speaks well of you, for that is how their ancestors treated the false prophets.’” 
 In the weeks leading up to Easter, we jumped ahead in Luke so that we could study Jesus’ 
death and resurrection in step with our church calendar.  But now, we’ll resume where we left 
off in Luke so that we can better understand who Jesus is and what being part of his Kingdom 
means. 
 You may remember that when we previously left off in Chapter 6 of Luke, Jesus was 
getting deeper and deeper into ‘hot water’ with the Jewish Religious Leaders.  Jesus made them 
extremely angry by defying their laws and disregarding what they considered ‘respectable’ 
religious behavior. 
 The Religious Leaders were upset that Jesus didn’t require his disciples to fast and pray 
like they did. Jesus’ disciples behaved differently than what was expected of ‘religious’ people. 
His followers seemed happy together; they ate and laughed together.  The Religious Leaders 
probably felt threatened by Jesus’ popularity with all the people. They were also likely 
intimidated by Jesus’ ability to heal and to cast out demons.   

But they were especially offended when he continually broke their Sabbath regulations. 
On the Jewish Sabbath, no work was allowed, including cooking.  There was even a rule about 
how far you could walk on the Sabbath.  Despite their laws, Jesus kept healing people, which 
they considered ‘work’, on the Sabbath. 
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They caught Jesus allowing his disciples to pick grain from a field and eat it on the Sabbath, 
which was forbidden. The ‘last straw’ came in Luke 6:11, when Jesus healed a man’s withered 
hand in the middle of the synagogue service on a Sabbath. 

Luke ended that section with these ominous words, ‘The Pharisees and the teachers of 
the law were furious and began to discuss with one another what they might do to Jesus.’ Of 
course, we know that their plotting led to Jesus’ death on Good Friday. 

Jesus knew how his story on earth would end, so he made plans for God’s mission to 
continue after he was gone from this earth.  Continuing today in Chapter 6, we see that Jesus 
chose twelve (12) men out of his large group of disciples to be his ‘apostles’. 

A careful reading of these first verses tell us a lot. (which is printed for you on the insert).  
First, look at how Jesus prayed.  In order to select the twelve apostles, he prayed all night.  I am 
constantly surprised and chastised when I am reminded how much Jesus prayed.   

Look at how seriously and earnestly Jesus sought his Father’s will! Jesus went off by 
himself, presumably, and didn’t spend just 15 minutes or even just an hour in prayer.  He stayed 
up all night, praying! If he, the Son of God, spent so much time to discern God’s will in prayer 
then how much more do you and I need to do the same!? 

Look again with me at verse 13. By the morning, God had made it clear to Jesus whom he 
should include in the twelve.  Somehow, we’ve taken to calling these ‘twelve’, Jesus’ ‘disciples.’  
But we see in this verse and later, in verse 16, that Jesus had many, many more disciples than 
these twelve men.  In fact, Luke described all of Jesus’ disciples gathered together, ‘a large 
crowd’.   

Luke is obviously making a distinction here between ‘apostles’ and ‘disciples.’  A ‘disciple’ 
is someone who patterns their life by their teacher’s instructions.  An ‘apostle’, on the other 
hand, is someone commissioned to act on behalf of their leader.   The Greek word for ‘disciple’ 
is ‘mathetes’ (mah-thay-TAYS), which means ‘learner’; ‘student’. The Greek word for ‘apostle’ is 
‘apostolos’ (ah-POS-to-los), which means someone who is ‘sent out’ as a ‘messenger’, or as an 
‘ambassador.’ 

Don’t you wonder what it was like for all of those disciples to watch Jesus come down 
from the mountain that morning and wait to hear who he had chosen? I imagine most of us can 
relate to how torturous it is to wait and wonder if our name will be called. 

When I was in ninth grade, they read the names of who had made the cheerleading squad 
over the loudspeaker during homeroom.  I listened and listened, hoping to hear my name.  I still 
remember that horrible feeling when I realized I hadn’t been chosen!  I think it’s possible, 
though, some of the disciples could have been actually relieved that Jesus had not chosen them! 

Did you catch the names of the apostles Jesus chose?  Probably no one was surprised that 
he chose the two sets of brothers, Simon and Andrew and James and John, because they’d 
already spent a lot of time together. But after them, Jesus chose some curious characters.   

Can’t you imagine the murmuring when Matthew the tax collector was chosen?  Or Simon 
the Zealot?  If this Simon truly was a ‘zealot,’ he would have been a staunch opponent of the 



April 18, 2021 Jesus in Luke: ‘Two Kingdoms’ Luke 6: 12 - 26 

Burgettstown Presbyterian Church                                Rev. Cinda Isler                                                                                             3 
 

Roman government. His political opinions would have no doubt caused some friction with 
especially Matthew, who seemingly had opposite views. 

Did you notice that there were two men named Simon, two men named James, and two 
men named Judas?  It appears that some had nicknames, maybe to make their names less 
confusing.  One Simon became ‘Peter’, one Judas appears to be also called Thaddaeus (Mark 
3:18).  It’s possible that Bartholomew might also have been called ‘Nathanael.’ (John 1:45; 21:2)  

The apostles were a very diverse group, which makes us realize that Jesus uses all 
personality types and backgrounds in his ministry.  We intentionally seek the same diversity as 
we select leadership for our church. However, the main qualifications are possessing deep faith 
and having a lifestyle that shows evidence of being a disciple of Jesus.  Even though unique in 
different ways, the officers we will ordain and install today share the same love of Jesus and the 
same desire to serve Jesus’ church. 

We do have to wonder why God told Jesus to choose Judas Iscariot, don’t we?  Even 
though the name ‘Judas’ means, ‘Jehovah leads,’1 God certainly knew that Judas’ heart would 
eventually turn away from Jesus.  It is a mystery that someone so close to Jesus, who had spent 
so much time in ministry with Jesus, would, in the end, choose to betray him.  

We who are active in the church and consider ourselves close to Jesus must take warning 
from Judas’ tragic choice. No matter how secure we feel our relationship with Jesus is, we must 
always guard our hearts against Satan’s deceptive lies.  

After naming his apostles, Jesus began to train them.  Gathering all the disciples together, 
he explained to them how different the values of the Kingdom of God are from the values of the 
world. 

Jesus’ teaching here is very similar to what we call the ‘Sermon on the Mount’ in 
Matthew’s gospel. But because Jesus, in Luke’s gospel, comes down from a ‘mountainside’ to a 
‘level place’, we refer to his teaching here as the ‘Sermon on the Plain.’ 

It appears from the location and audience that Luke and Matthew tell of two separate 
events.   But regardless of the circumstance, in both ‘sermons’ Jesus intended to create a team 
of people who would keep his mission alive after he left the earth.  He wanted to prepare 
dedicated people to be caretakers of his church in his absence and to live a life in such a way 
that people saw the Kingdom of God in and through them. 

Talking to them, Jesus laid out his expectations for those who thought they wanted to be 
part of the Kingdom of God. Because God values things that are so opposite what the world 
values, Jesus stressed that each person must choose which kingdom would receive their loyalty.   

He knew that they could not be effective for the Kingdom of God if they tried to fit into 
the kingdom of the world.  Jesus knew that if his followers placed their priority on having what 
the world offered, that they would be seduced away from God’s Kingdom.   

 
1 https://www.gotquestions.org/Thaddeus-in-the-Bible.html 
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He wanted his followers to realize that while the world seems to offer something stable 
and lasting, in reality, only God offers security that is permanent.  Don’t we know how true that 
is after seeing how the COVID virus has upended the entire world! 

Jesus knew that if a person’s primary goal was to be successful in the eyes of the world, 
they wouldn’t want what God offered. He knew that the quest for prestige and fortune leads to 
proud and selfish thinking and eventually creates hearts that are hardened toward God. 

How many of us would consider being ‘poor’ a blessing?  Would we feel God was blessing 
us if we were ‘hungry’ or ‘weeping’?  It seems like the opposite would be true.  We think that 
God would want His people not to worry about food or money and definitely, not to be sad!  Yet 
that’s not what Jesus said.  What did he mean? 

Many people have tried to make sense of Jesus’ ‘Beatitudes’, which is the Latin translation 
of the Greek word for ‘blessed’ in the Bible.  Matthew added explanations to help us understand 
that ‘poor’ can also mean ‘poor in spirit’, and that ‘hunger’ can mean ‘hunger for righteousness’.  
But Luke, throughout his gospel, shows that Jesus cares about a person’s spiritual condition as 
well as their physical condition. 

Jesus knew that it is very easy for those who are self-sufficient, like the ‘rich’ or the ‘well-
fed’ to disregard the importance of God in their lives.  Those who struggle in life, on the other 
hand, are often more open to relying on God’s help for their day-to-day existence. 

Some people mistakenly try to follow Jesus’ Beatitudes in order to ‘earn’ God’s favor, but 
that is not what Jesus intended. Jesus wasn’t telling his disciples that they needed to become 
‘poor,’ or ‘sad’ or ‘hungry’ in order to be ‘blessed.’ He meant that people who want to be his 
disciple need an attitude that allows them to receive the Kingdom of God into their hearts. 

A ‘rich’ heart represents a person who has no room for God.  This kind of person has a 
mind that is, ‘blinded by the god of this age,’ and they don’t see any need for God. (2 Corinthians 
4:4) They can’t see God’s truth because they are too focused on achieving worldly treasures.   A 
‘poor’ heart is one that knows it is ‘needy’ in spirit and is ready to be ‘made rich’ by the things 
that only God can give.    

It’s easy to think that being ‘blessed’ is what happens when you are illness-free or win the 
lottery. But Jesus blesses differently. ‘Blessed’ also means ‘happy’ or ‘fortunate.’  The 
‘happiness’ that Jesus longs to bring to every heart is a deep peace that comes from knowing 
that you are precious in God’s eyes, no matter how difficult your life is.   

Jesus wanted people to ‘count the cost’ before they accepted his invitation to be his 
disciple. He knew that life would not be easy for them, because people who love the world mock 
God’s Kingdom and they abuse the people who belong to Jesus.   

Jesus still calls disciples and recruits ambassadors today.  He expects we who have said 
‘yes’ to him to make sure his message is heard and to invite others to join God’s Kingdom.   

It is not possible to serve Jesus and live by the world’s values at the same time. It is a 
choice we all need to make. Is our allegiance with God’s Kingdom or with the world’s?  I pray 
that the Kingdom you choose is the firm and eternal One.  Amen.   


