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‘Seeing Jesus’ 
Jesus becomes real through eyes of faith 

………………………………………………………....Luke 24: 13 – 35…………………………………………………………. 
“Now on that same day (when the tomb was found empty) two of them were going to a village 
called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem.  14They were talking with each other about 
everything that had happened.  15As they talked and discussed these things with each other, 
Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; 16but they were kept from recognizing 
him.  17He asked them, ‘What are you discussing together as you walk along?’ They stood still, 
their faces downcast.  18One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, ‘Are you the only one living 
in Jerusalem who doesn’t know the things that have happened there in these days?’ 19’What 
things’, he asked. ‘About Jesus of Nazareth,’ they replied.   ‘He was a prophet, powerful in 
word and deed before God and all the people.  20The chief priests and our rulers handed him 
over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him; but we had hoped that he was the one 
who was going to redeem Israel.   And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place.  
22In addition, some of our women amazed us.  They went to the tomb early this morning 23but 
didn’t find his body.  They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he 
was alive.  24Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women 
had said, but him they did not see.’ 25He said to them, ‘How foolish you are, and how slow of 
heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken!  26Did not the Christ have to suffer these 
things and then enter his glory?’ 27And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he 
explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.  28As they 
approached the village to which they were going, Jesus acted as if he were going farther.  29But 
they urged him strongly, ‘Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.’  So he 
went in to stay with them.  30When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, 
broke it and began to give it to them.  31Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, 
and he disappeared from their sight.  32They asked each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning 
within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?’  33They got up 
and returned at once to Jerusalem.  There they found the Eleven and those with them, 
assembled together 34and saying, ‘It is true!’ The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.’  
35then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them 
when he broke the bread.”…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Some of you may remember the newscaster, Paul Harvey.  He had a gift of uncovering 
intriguing details about a person’s life and then retelling them in a way that made the listener 
guess who it was. Building the suspense, he would finally reveal who he was describing, using 
his famous punchline, ‘And now you know… the rest of the story.’1 

Using a little of the same kind of suspense, Luke also keeps us guessing and draws us in, 
making us wonder who the mysterious man is who joined the travelers as they were walking 

 
1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Rest_of_the_Story 
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toward Emmaus.  Luke wants to make sure that we know that Jesus’ story didn’t end with the 
empty tomb, but that there’s so much more to ‘the rest of the story.’  

Don’t you wonder why Jesus chose to appear to those two people on that very important 
day?  They don’t seem to be particularly special or famous. We don’t even know their names, 
really.  Who were they?  Was he ‘Clopas,’ the husband of one of the women John tells us was 
at the crucifixion? (John 19:25) Were they husband and wife returning home?  Or, as some have 
speculated, was it Luke himself with Cleopas, telling this story?  We don’t know. 

What we do know, however, is that Jesus chose to make himself known to them when 
‘he opened the Scriptures’ and when ‘he broke the bread’. 

I’ve often wondered what particular Bible verses Jesus talked about when ‘beginning with 
Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures 
concerning himself’.  Many people have wondered the same thing, and realized that the entire 
Bible, beginning with Genesis, is written about Jesus. 

In the Garden of Eden, when God cursed the serpent, God was referring to Jesus when 
He said to Satan, ‘he will crush your head’. (Genesis 3:15)   Jesus demolished Satan’s power 
when he freed us from the curse of sin by his death on the cross. (1 John 3:8) 

Jesus is the ‘Passover Lamb’ in Exodus whose blood spread over the doorposts of our 
hearts protects us from eternal death. (Exodus 12) 

Jesus also put an end to the need for elaborate sacrifices to atone for the repeated sins 
of the people.  Just as in Israel, perfect, unblemished animals were substitutes for the peoples’ 
sins, Jesus, the perfect Son of God, willingly died for our sins in our place.  The book of Hebrews 
says, ‘by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy.’ (Hebrews 
10:13) 

Jesus also is the ‘Suffering Servant’ prophesied by Isaiah.  Jesus fulfilled Isaiah’s 
description as the one ‘pierced for our transgressions, … crushed for our iniquities; the 
punishment that brought us peace was upon him… after the suffering of his soul, he will see 
the light of life… my righteous servant will justify many… he poured out his life unto death and 
was numbered with the transgressors.  For he bore the sins of many...’ (Isaiah 53) 

Jesus was also the ‘Son of Man’ whom Daniel saw in a vision. Over five hundred (500) 
years before Jesus was born, Daniel saw Jesus, ‘coming with the clouds of heaven,’ and 
approaching the ‘Ancient of Days,’ who was God the Father.  Daniel saw God giving the ‘Son’ 
‘glory’ and ‘sovereign power’ over ‘all peoples, nations, and men of every language’ in an 
‘everlasting dominion,’ and ‘kingdom’ that ‘will never be destroyed.’ (Daniel 7:13 – 14) 

There are, of course, many more places in the Psalms and Prophets where, looking 
backward, we can see Jesus.  The real question for us today is, do we read Scripture to see him? 

For some of us, the Bible is tedious reading, more of a chore than a delight.  Why is that?  
If the travelers to Emmaus had their ‘hearts burning within them’ when Jesus was describing 
himself using Scripture, shouldn’t we expect the Bible to do the same thing to our own hearts 
today? 
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Many of us know first-hand that the ‘Word of God is living and active, sharper than any 
two-edged sword’ and has the ability to ‘judge the thoughts and attitudes of the heart’ 
(Hebrews 4:12).  In a mysterious way, God’s Holy Spirit is able to speak God’s Truth directly to 
us through His Word, either read or spoken, to quicken our hearts to believe and have faith. 
 John Wesley is one famous example. Before God’s Word spoke to his heart, John was a 
very ‘religious’ man.  As a minister of the Church of England, he tried to do everything just right 
to stay in God’s favor.  He fasted, he prayed; he was meticulous about examining his attitudes 
and his actions. He even recorded his failings and successes every hour in a journal.  
 In 1735, John Wesley was sailing across the Atlantic Ocean to preach God’s Good News 
to the colonists in America.2  On the way, the ship was nearly capsized by a storm.  During the 
worst of the storm, John noticed that the Moravian Christians on board were calm.  John Wesley 
knew that even though he was the ship’s chaplain, he certainly wasn’t calm; he was petrified of 
dying!   

He asked the Moravians how they could continue to sing hymns while their lives were in 
such danger.  They told him that they were confident in Jesus’ care and protection with a kind 
of faith that Wesley knew he didn’t have.  
 After landing in America, John’s ministry to the people of Savannah, Georgia, failed 
miserably.  They rejected his teaching; they didn’t want any part of his strict Bible clubs. They 
were not the least bit interested in worshipping God or following Him with their lives.   
 Bitterly disappointed, Wesley returned to England and asked the Moravians to help him 
understand what was missing from his message.  He soon realized that his faith was the 
problem.  He realized that his heart was stuck in the mode of ‘doing religion,’ by doing all the 
‘right’ things, but not really ‘seeing Jesus’. His heart was still cold, never really lit by the true 
faith that happens when we personally meet the living Jesus.   
 With the Moravian’s help and with the help of other Christians, praying with him, Jesus 
did ‘set fire’ to John Wesley’s heart.  One evening, while hearing Scripture being read, he “felt 
(his) heart strangely warmed.”  (He said) “I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone for salvation, and 
an assurance was given me that he had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the 
law of sin and death."3 

Jesus also revealed himself to the Emmaus travelers in ‘the breaking of bread’.  It doesn’t 
appear that these two people were present with the apostles and Jesus in the ‘upper room’ at 
the ‘Last Supper’, but they ‘saw’ who Jesus was immediately.   

Don’t you wonder what it was that gave Jesus away?  Was it in the way he held the bread, 
the way he broke it apart? Something about the way Jesus blessed the bread and then handed 
it to them was special; sacramental. 

 
2 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Wesley. 
3 ibid.  
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Do we experience the presence of Jesus like that when we celebrate the Lord’s Supper 
together?  That’s our hope, isn’t it?  And that is also why we call this sacrament, ‘Communion’.  
In the bread and cup, we ‘commune’ with the Risen Jesus, and give thanks to him for being with 
us always, here now, and forever eternally. 

Before Jesus appeared to them, the two travelers had been discouraged and 
disheartened.  They were, in fact, in despair, because their faith in God was all confused. Their 
hope that Jesus was the one sent by God to redeem Israel was shattered.  

They had been so high with expectation and excitement at the beginning of the week, 
and then by the end of the week with Jesus’ death, they had sunk into a pit of despair.  They 
emotionally and physically had walked away from Jerusalem, their high point of hope, and had 
descended back to where they had begun, to the little town of Emmaus in the valley. They were 
so confused and emptied of their faith in God’s promises. 

And now, Jesus had come to them, and their hearts were on fire with faith.  The two could 
hardly wait to tell the others.  They ran the seven miles back to Jerusalem even though it was 
dark.  What had seemed so lost and hopeless was made new again by the fire that lit their 
newfound faith. 
 It wasn’t just Cleopas and his companion that Jesus visited.  For forty (40) days after he 
was resurrected from the grave, Jesus got around.  Scripture tells us that he spent time with his 
disciples and that 500 people at one time saw Jesus (1 Corinthians 15:6).   

Jesus ate with them, laughed with them and reassured them that all he had taught was 
true.  And then one day, in front of several of his disciples, Jesus was lifted up to return to his 
Father in Heaven. 
 Since that time, even though Jesus is no longer physically on this earth, people are still 
encountering the risen Jesus.  And when they do, their hearts ‘burn within them’ as they are 
awakened to faith.  

When God lights His torch of Truth in your soul, you believe.  Your doubts are gone.  You 
just know that in some personal and unique way, God has spoken His Truth into your heart and 
mind and you do believe. 
 That’s what I hope for each of you.  I want you to see the truth of Jesus in a way that 
ignites your heart.  I want ‘church’ to be more than just a place you sit in for an hour on Sunday 
mornings.  

I want God to open your eyes so that Jesus becomes real and personal to you.  I want you 
to live a confident life of faith.  I want you to be able to fully trust him with every single detail of 
your life.  I want you to know with certainty that he is the Son of God, who anchors your life in 
God and keeps you steady through life.  

More than anything, I want you to know that Jesus loves you more than you can imagine.   
My prayer is for you to receive Jesus into your heart as your Risen Lord, and to live life fully with 
him, right now, here today, and forever.  Amen. 


