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Everyday Epiphany 
God reveals His Salvation everyday 

……………………………………….………………Read Luke 2: 21 – 40…………………………………………………….. 
“On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise him, he was named Jesus, the name the 
angel had given him before he had been conceived.  22When the time of their purification 
according to the Law of Moses had been completed, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem 
to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male is to 
be consecrated to the Lord’), 24and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law 
of the Lord: ‘a pair of doves or two young pigeons.’ 25Now there was a man in Jerusalem called 
Simeon, who was righteous and devout.  He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the 
Holy Spirit was upon him.  26It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not 
die before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.  27Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts.  
When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, 
28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: ‘29Sovereign Lord, as you have 
promised, you now dismiss your servant in peace. 30For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31which you have prepared in the sight of all people, 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles and 
for glory to your people Israel.’ 33The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said 
about him.  34Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: ‘This child is destined 
to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 
35so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed.  And a sword will pierce your own soul 
too.’  36There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher.  She 
was very old: she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37and then was 
a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, 
fasting and praying.  38Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and 
spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.  
39When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they returned 
to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth.  40And the child grew and became strong; he was 
filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him.”……………………………………………………… 
 In just a few days we will come to January 6, which is known as the ‘Twelfth Day of 
Christmas,’ or the ‘Epiphany.’  The Christmas Season will come to a close, as we focus our prayers 
and hopes on a far better year than the one just past. 
 Some of us may have made New Year’s resolutions and I imagine all of us would like to 
reclaim the familiar comforts that we’ve been sorely missing since last March.  While it is good 
and pleasant to wish each other a ‘Happy New Year,’ today I feel the need to bring us back into 
the light of ‘God’s Time.’  In ‘God’s Time’, every single day; in fact, every single moment of every 
single day, is an opportunity for a new year with a new start and a new hope, regardless of the 
date on the calendar. 
 While Epiphany is a particular day on our calendar, ‘Epiphany’ is any time of any day that 
the Truth of who Jesus is bursts into a human mind and becomes a reality in their heart and 
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soul.  Our word, ‘Epiphany,’ comes from a Greek word, ‘epiphaneia,’ (eh-peh--FAWN'-ey-ah) 
that means ‘to appear,’ or ‘to be made manifest.’1   
 Christians usually link the Epiphany with the Wise Men’s visit to the baby Jesus in 
Bethlehem.  It was an ‘Epiphany’ because God had revealed Jesus’ true identity to them.  God’s 
revelation to the Magi is remarkable because they were Gentile, not Jews, and still God led them 
to come and worship Jesus from a land far away. 
 Interestingly, Luke doesn’t say anything about the Wise Men.  Only Matthew records them 
in his gospel.  It is a mystery how their visit would fit into Luke’s timeline, which seems to have 
Mary and Joseph returning to their hometown of Nazareth right after Jesus’ presentation at the 
Temple in Jerusalem. 
 We can only assume that the Holy Family’s escape from Herod into Egypt came sometime 
between Mary and Joseph’s meeting with Simeon and Anna at the Temple and before their 
return to Nazareth. 
 In the Bible, Paul used the word ‘epiphaneia’ several times. He used it to describe Jesus’ 
‘appearing’ again in his 2nd Coming and to describe the Truth of God that Jesus revealed in his 
birth, death and resurrection.  Paul wrote: ‘This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the 
beginning of time, but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ 
Jesus....’ (2 Timothy 1: 9-10) 
 The moment that God allows this truth to awaken His Truth in us, we too have an 
‘epiphany.’  By the grace of God, the light of His Truth dawns in our hearts and brings salvation 
to our soul. 
 Luke showed us that God revealed His Truth to many kinds of people across the social 
classes.  First, God enlisted an elderly couple Zechariah and Elizabeth.  Then, he recruited Mary, 
a poor young woman from an insignificant town to give birth to His Son.  God entrusted a very 
ordinary carpenter named Joseph to be His Son’s guardian in his most vulnerable years. 
 Jesus’ birth was not announced to dignitaries, but to those whom society looked down 
upon, the shepherds in the fields outside of Bethlehem.  God’s own Son was born in a lowly 
stable, definitely not at all in a ‘kingly’ way.  The coming of God’s Kingdom was full of signs that 
His Truth would overturn the values of the world. 
 And now Luke introduces us to Simeon and Anna, devout servants of God.  We assume 
they were both elderly, Anna because of her age of 84 (although to some of us that does not 
seem at all ‘old!’) and Simeon, because he seemed content to die after he had seen ‘the 
consolation of Israel’ that he had been waiting for. 
 We are told that both Anna and Simeon were faithfully attuned to God’s will and followed 
His leading in their lives.  In a time that God had not yet poured out His Holy Spirit upon 
believers, God favored them by giving them His Spirit’s power. God blessed them so that they 
could ‘see’ that the little baby Jesus was God’s Savior, and then proclaim that God’s Salvation 
had finally appeared. 

 
1 https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G2015&t=KJV 
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 Notice that Luke made a point several times to show us that Mary and Joseph were 
obedient ‘to the Law of Moses’ and did ‘everything required by the Law of the Lord.’ Because 
all Jewish boys are circumcised on the eighth day after their birth, we must assume that Jesus 
had already been circumcised and named before his parents presented him at the Temple. 
 Because the Law specified that a mother must wait forty (40) days to purify herself after 
the birth of a son and eighty days (80) after giving birth to a daughter, Jesus was at least forty 
(40) days old when Mary and Joseph took him to the Temple in Jerusalem. (Leviticus 12) 
 It appears that they went to the Temple to fulfill two obligations: Mary’s purification and 
to ‘redeem’ their son as the Law required.  Because the firstborn male of humans and animals 
belonged to God, Mary and Joseph must also have paid the redemption price of five (5) shekels 
of silver.  (Numbers 18:16)  The best description I could find on how much money this would 
have been indicated that five shekels would equal about twenty (20) days’ pay.2  The price of 
Mary’s purification was normally a young lamb and a dove, but because of her poverty, it was 
adjusted to either two pigeons or two doves. 
 Luke has brought forth many reliable witnesses to add credence to the beginnings of Jesus’ 
life.  The people Luke used to give testimony were those whom society would not have listened 
to in that day and age.  Luke affirmed that women as well as the aged, poor and working class 
have a trustworthy voice and a valued role in sharing the good news from God.   
 Luke even named Anna a ‘prophetess.’  Her title is very remarkable, especially when we 
realize that Israel had not had a prophet, male or female, for four hundred (400) years! 
Throughout his gospel and in the sequel, the book of Acts, Luke continues to spotlight the 
unexpected people whom God places in key roles in His Story. 
 Simeon strayed well outside the bounds of polite ‘Congratulations’ to the new mother, 
instead revealing to her that her child would be the ‘revealer’ ‘of many hearts’ and the ‘cause 
the falling and rising of many in Israel.’  Perhaps the hardest of Simeon’s words for Mary were 
that her son’s destiny would ‘pierce (her) own soul’ along with his. 
 Through the revelation of the Holy Spirit, both Simeon and Anna named the Truth about 
who the little child Jesus was.  They called him 1) ‘the consolation of Israel,’ 2) God’s ‘salvation,’ 
3) ‘a light for revelation to the Gentiles,’ 4) ‘glory to Israel,’ 5) and ‘the redemption of 
Jerusalem.’  
 The ‘Consolation’ that Israel was waiting for was the Messiah whom the prophets had 
promised that God would one day send.  Israel expected God to send a son of David to restore 
their nation to prominence and respect and to bring relief to their political and economic 
oppression. This was the ‘Salvation’ that Israel prayed for. But that day, Simeon said something 
unusual in his poetic speech.  He added the ‘Gentiles’ to those whom Jesus would bless.  I 
wonder if anyone caught it?  I wonder if that is what caused Mary and Joseph to ‘marvel’ at his 
words?  That God would bring His favor also to the Gentiles was very, very surprising. 

 
2 https://www.thebiblejourney.org/biblejourney1/21-the-romanojewish-world-of-the-new-testament/jewish-roman-currency/ 
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 All Jews would welcome Jesus’ role in returning God’s ‘Glory to Israel’ and ‘the redemption 
of Jerusalem.’  But the way in which he would do it was something that even caused the angels 
to be amazed. 
 Jesus came to re-open the Kingdom of God to humankind.  He came to reverse what Adam 
and Eve lost when they disobeyed God in the Garden of Eden.  Jesus has invited us to once again 
be part of the family of God and share in his inheritance of eternal life and other countless 
blessings in the presence of God forever. 
 As we begin the year 2021, what ‘Consolation’ are we waiting for?  Are we, like Israel, at 
risk of missing God’s true Consolation because we are looking for God to work in a way that fits 
our purposes instead of His? 
 Throughout our world’s history we have mistakenly trusted in systems and philosophies 
rather than in God’s Salvation.  For instance, in my lifetime we have trusted in Education to be 
our ‘Savior.’  When I was a teacher in training, the prevailing belief was that if everyone received 
an ‘education’ that our world would be a kinder, more peaceful place.  Education, while very 
important, has not, however, solved the root cause of selfishness in our human nature that 
generates greed and violence. 
 After the World Wars, I’m told that people counted on the creation of jobs and 
manufacturing to bring peace and harmony to society.  However, it is obvious that because our 
hearts have not been redeemed and remade that wars, both personal and private, still rage. 
 Our Consolation has already appeared, and He was revealed to those whom God granted 
His Light of ‘Spiritual’ wisdom.  Luke has recorded their testimony; each one recognized God’s 
Salvation in the little child born to Mary.  It was an unexpected way for a Savior to appear, but 
the blessing he offers to every human on this planet is unsurpassed. 
 While not a military salvation, nor the prosperity of a particular nation, nor an economic 
or medical rescue, it is exactly the kind of salvation we need, and have needed, since Satan 
gained hold of our race in the Garden of Eden. 
 Jesus was born to redeem us from the powers of evil that hold us in their grasp.  Our 
hearts, our souls, our minds, when joined to Jesus, now belong to the realm of Light and Good 
and Love which is the Kingdom of God. 
 it is crucial to accept Jesus’ invitation to join the Kingdom of God and to answer Jesus’ call 
upon your life.  Without Jesus, you are without God.  Without God, you remain ‘in darkness,’ 
and outside of God’s protective care and blessing. 
 The Light of the World has come.  By the power of the Holy Spirit, God’s Light remains 
available to every single human on the planet.  Today and every day, through trust in Jesus for 
the redemption from sin, the light of God’s Truth enters into every heart that opens to receive 
him.   
 As you allow God’s ‘Epiphany’ to inform your understanding, His gift will bind you to Him 
for eternity.  Amen. 


